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[bookmark: _Toc109052343]Introduction 
A jury trial is considered a lawful proceeding in which a decision is made by the jury. This type of lawful proceeding is utilised in various serious criminal cases. In many countries, jury trials have been abolished due to top biasness, but it is still something that is utilised in the UK. The jury's role is to provide their views that are not biased towards evidence that is presented in the Court of law. This assessment will highlight jury trials in Wales and England and why it is required to abolish them. This assessment will further highlight problems with the jury and miscarriages of justice due to jury trials. 
[bookmark: _Toc109052344]Jury Trials in England and Wales 
In England and Wales, jury trials are utilised in 4 legal systems that are Crown Court, High Court, County Court, and Coroners’ Court. In the UK, juries are mostly utilised for criminal and civil cases. In Wales and England, every individual who is accused of an offence and carries imprisonment of more than six months has the right to a jury testing. In the UK, jury trials are set for only criminal and civil cases. The right to a jury trial is not enshrined in any constitution. In England and Wale, due to increased biasness and corruption, it needs to be abolished (London UK, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc109052345]Jury 
According to Knudsen (2016), a jury is considered a sworn body of people that are also known as jurors, convened to provide a verdict that is impartial and formally submitted to them by the legal system or to set a judgment or penalty. Juries that were generated in the Middle ages in England are considered a trademark of the common law lawful system. A panel of the jury is summoned from the individuals that meet the criteria of selection. The selection criteria are that individuals need to be Irish, European Union, British and Commonwealth on the local government or parliamentary electoral register. The age of a juror needs to be between 18 to 75 years and should be a resident in the UK for at least 5 years since they were 13 years of age. The individuals for the jury are selected randomly by name from the electoral register. This register is an automatic process that is randomly done through a central office computer. The individual that is selected is part of 12 people jury for deciding the criminal trial outcomes. The judge is responsible for directing the jury in UK Court (Judiciary UK, 2022). 
Juries are summoned to the Crown Court for criminal trials, where the offence is sent to this Court by magistrates after critical investigation. The most common Court where the jury sits and is utilised today is Crown Court. In this Court, juries are responsible for providing their verdict on criminal matters and involve essential findings of whether the individual is guilty or not. 
[bookmark: _Toc109052346]Thesis Statement 
Abolishment of Jury trials is a highly debated issue in England and Wales. Many people think that jury trials need to be abolished as they can be biased towards cases and jurors are unpredictable. 
[bookmark: _Toc109052347]Jury Selection Process Problems 
There are various problems that have been identified with the jury selection process. The main problem that occurs in the selection process is the electoral register. Many people in England and Wales are not registered on this register even though they are eligible to be jury members. This inefficient data risk the election integrity in the UK as well as the right of an individual to become a part of the jury. The jury selection process is causing challenges to the justice system in England and Wales due to issues of electoral integrity (Van Ham and Garnett, 2019). In the view of Giroux et al. (2016), biasness has a strong impact on verdicts which can lead the whole case towards a decision that can impact both defendant and victim. In England and Wales, not much importance is given to this point during the selection of the jury. Most focus is provided on selection criteria. Biasness injury is a factor that is continuously putting pressure on the justice system in the UK. Due to cases of increased biasness, the abolishment of jury trials has become a debatable topic, and many people are in favour. Discrimination is another problem that many individuals face in the selection process. In England and Wales, being of a different race, religion, or color still impacts the decision of selecting that person for a jury. Porter v Magill [2001] is a case in which the defendant appealed in the Court that he is black and the jury that was set in the Court was comprised of all white people, which concludes that there is a possibility found for biasness in the decision (Westgate QC and Felix, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc109052348]Discussion 
There are many individuals that have been disqualified or exempted from jury service. In 2011, Joanne Fraill pleaded guilty due to court contempt after being in touch with the defendant, which caused the multimillion-pound drug trial to be to collapsed. She was the first juror who was prosecuted for court contempt for internet usage and was sentenced to 8 months in jail. Based on this case, it is analysed that the jury can be biased or involved with the defendant who can collapse the whole case. Joanne Fraill also accepted that she misused the internet throughout the trial (The Guardian, 2011). This case is considered an example for jurors to take cautious note of and also understand that law officers will act against people who have committed this type of contempt. The jurors that are selected for the trial have to follow Jury Act 1974. For this case, the Juries (Disqualification) Act 1984 was followed for the prosecution of Fraill. This case shows that if any misconduct is found by the jury members, then Court and law officers take strict action and disqualify that person from the jury. 
[bookmark: _Toc109052349]Miscarriages of Justice
For discussing miscarriages of justice that are done in jury trials, case laws can provide a better understanding. R v Bryant [2016] is a case in which Mr. Bryant was convicted of buggery and was imprisoned under sex offenders legislation. He appeared in court against this verdict by showing new psychiatric evidence that was associated with complainant reliability. Mr. Day, who was the appellant, has a history of lying. The Court of Appeal disregarded psychiatric evidence and said that Mr. Day lying history may have resulted in the jury acquitting the plaintiff. On this basis, Mr. Bryant was acquitted (Hallett et al., 2019). Another case of Andrew Adams [1993] is a known case that made legal history due to jurors providing a biased verdict against the defendant, which caused him 14 years of his life (The Guardian, 2007). Both of these cases show the miscarriage of justice was done in jury trials due to the jury being influenced by people who can lie easily or by making a decision based on what other jurors or audience is saying about the criminal. 
[bookmark: _Toc109052350]Abolishing Juries 
Abolishing juries can aid England and Wales justice system in fixing the problem of backlog of cases. In recent years, the cases backlog has increased, and many prosecutors and judges think that by resolving or abolishing juries, this problem can be solved. There are many cases found where jurors have been biased and provided wrongful verdicts because they are too emotional. Jurors are also considered unpredictable that is why it is necessary that juries should be abolished so that the legal system can get better, and the verdict should be given on the crime that they have done, not on their personal features, race or religion or other peoples perception about the crime which is something that is found in many cases and has led towards backlog of cases (Willmott et al., 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc109052351]Reform Suggestions 
After abolishing jury trials, England and Wales court system need to form new regulations and policies so that the legal system can get better. The court system can also try to generate a backlog reduction team so that backlog of cases that have increased can be lessened. The court system in Wales and England also needs to introduce procedural measures in civil and criminal proceedings where jury trials are mostly utilised. By abolishing jury trials, the justice system would be able to reduce the cost as well as time that is utilised in these trials. The time and cost that are saved can be utilised for enhancing the legal system. 
[bookmark: _Toc109052352]Conclusion 
In a nutshell, it can be summarized that jury trials in England and Wales need to be abolished as they have caused various problems for the legal system. Many verdicts have been given due to biasness or discrimination, which shows weakness in the justice system and needs to be resolved as soon as possible.
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