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Student Placement Description – Melany Barasa
1. Placement Period
Sunday, May 12th- Saturday 1st June 2019 (20 days).
2. Placement Overview / Rationale
This placement aims to support the children living within SACCA’s children’s centres and includes education-related activities, general support for the children and SACCA staff,  specific skills training, communications support and some office-based research work.  
The placement has been developed taking into account both our understanding of the student’s skills and the needs of the local partner, SACCA. It provides a framework from which the student can develop activities when in-country, through discussion with SACCA management. The placement offers a range of possible activities, not all of which will finally be pursued, due to factors such as the availability of children, available resources etc. Thus, some activities might be modified or omitted. The volunteer must be flexible in this respect, yet must be confident in taking a strong role in developing their role, once in Rwanda.

SACCA’s centres are open seven days a week. Since there are limitations on the availability of children during the weekday (while they attend primary/secondary school), the volunteer may be required to work during the evenings and weekends. It is expected that the volunteer will work a standard 40-hour week; with the allocation of the volunteer’s specific hours, which may include weekend and/or evening work, being agreed by the volunteer and SACCA management. A clear timetable for activities, work days and non-work days will be created in-country. Although the volunteer is free to put in additional time if they wish, they are advised to maintain a healthy work-life balance, and agree any additional time commitment with the relevant SACCA staff.
Suggested Placement Activities 
1.1. General Activities with children
· Play activities

· English coaching

1.2. Specific Activities 
· Organise and facilitate life skills/peer support groups for two specific groups of girls on sexual health / reproductive health

· Organising running

· IT Skills
1.3. Activities with staff
· IT Skills

· English Language coaching
2.1  Website content
· Drafting material for the SACCA website under direction of the Director
3.1   Research
· Collating information on cases involving support for Vulnerable Families as children are reintegrated. 
4.1 Other

· Umuganda activities
1.1. Activities with children 

Activities with children/young adults will take place primarily within SACCA’s Girls' centre. The residential centre for girls is in Kayonza town (where the volunteer is based). SACCA's Boys' centre in Kabarondo (some 12 km from Kayonza) is likely to be closed or close to closure in May 2019, so whilst some activities are possible we should plan on the basis this will not be the case.
Below are the numbers of children in the Girls' centre, by age group, as at 31 December 2018. There are currently (March) 35 girls in the Centre and we expect the numbers to have increased further by May. Those joining will likely be in the age ranges 6 - 13 and 14 -17.
	         Ages
	       Total

	0 - 5
	1

	6 -13
	16

	14 - 17
	6

	18 & above
	3

	Total
	26


Most children will be attending primary school. Very new arrivals, together with 2 longer term residents, will receive core education at the centre until they can be enrolled at school at the start of a new term - in May it is likely this number will be small. A few girls will attend secondary school.
Core Programme – this is for children who are not enrolled in formal education. The programme provides psychosocial support, residential care and aims to prepare the child to re-enter formal education. The category is also used to accommodate children, who are in the process of being reintegrated and are not currently enrolled in formal education.

Primary Education - Children attend primary school for half a day in the first 2 years.. There are two sessions at each school – morning and afternoon. Specific groups of children will be available for activities at SACCA centres (morning or afternoon), whilst others are at school. The volunteer will therefore be able to conduct activities with two specific small groups (young primary school children and those within the 'core programme' within the working day. But most children will be in years P3 - P6 spending the entire day at school.
Secondary Education - Secondary school students spend the entire day at school. Activities with these children will be conducted in the evening or on weekends.
The volunteer will timetable activities through discussion with SACCA staff in Rwanda. Given that there may be few children at the centre during the day within school terms and that specific skills training for staff members will only be possible in the evening activities, we ask that the volunteer is flexible in terms of working times.
During the day the volunteer could work with children at the residential centre and could:

· Work to improve written and spoken English language skills of children who are in early primary education and children who are being prepared to enter primary education.

· Lead or support recreational activities, such as drawing and games (we suggest a few items such as Frisbees, small beanbags etc are taken out to Rwanda.).

· Support and engage with children with assistance of Rwandan staff.
 Evening work:

· Support ‘Homework Club’ activities, especially in English language.
· Where possible support children in any special evening activities.

Weekends

· Take part in recreational activities as above.

· Take part in recreational/sports activities for larger groups of children such as basketball / rounders.

· Support and engage with children with assistance of Rwandan staff.

Saturday 25 May

On this day large numbers of children (boys and girls) who have been reintegrated will come to the centre for a day of activities (after Umuganda in the morning - see below). This will give an opportunity to engage in larger scale games activities.
1.2.   Specific Activities 
a) All girls supported by SACCA take part in life skills sessions. Culturally, Rwandans are generally reserved, private and dignified people. It is not usual to display a great deal of emotion in public or to discuss difficult or embarrassing issues in front of others. It has been our experience that it is sometimes easier for the girls to share thoughts and details about their lives within a group, if that group is led by someone from outside Rwanda. 

SACCA staff will divide the girls into two groups (1 group for older girls over 16 and one for younger girls), although these divisions will be finalised in country. 

We hope that the volunteer will be able to lead sessions that will help the girls to share the stories, details, history and events about their lives along with their thoughts about how to improve their lives and develop a better future. The sessions may also develop into specific discussions on key issues such as health and hygiene (for younger and older girls), physical development, sexual health and effective contraception. 

The aforementioned activities may be extended to specific participants within SACCA’s Livelihoods Programme, following discussions with SACCA in Rwanda.

b) Running activities

Organising running activities will be possible in early morning and after school.
b) IT Skills
Working with girls on basic IT skills would be very much appreciated, but we will have to look at how to organise equipment.
1.3. Activities with staff/capacity building activities
During the day the volunteer could assist SACCA staff:

· In use of Microsoft Word – preparation of documents and reports in English, focussing on external reports.

· Basic good practice in document filing.

Evening work:

· The volunteer could provide English language lessons (spoken and written English) to staff members as required. It is expected that these will be relatively short sessions and will be set at two or three sessions per week.
All evening work will take place at the central office and Girl’s residential centre in Kayonza.

2.1 Drafting content for the SACCA website

This will be under the direction of the Director. Each student will be given specific areas of SACCA's programme to work up.
3.1 Research

Collating information on cases involving support for Vulnerable Families as children are reintegrated. There are three approaches used by SACCA and each student will be allocated one for which around 10 (tbc) studies will be collated. The approaches are - making grants to families (using local government funding); supporting families with material assistance as required from a standard list (linked to child sponsorship); and counselling / follow up without significant material support. It is possible that field visits may be organised in association with this research, but it is likely that most if not all of this work will be office based.

Information required will be specified by SACCA management following discussion with Streets Ahead Rwanda.
4.1 Other

On the last Saturday morning each month - for this assignment that will be 25 May - Rwandans engage in community work. Students will be welcomed as active participants.
 Notes:

The above is a framework for activities; however, the volunteer’s role and timetable will evolve in-country through discussions with SACCA management. Since there will be three volunteers working with SACCA at the same time, there is scope for the volunteers to work together on specific activities, such as sports and games or in teaching English to staff.  Timetables will be coordinated to ensure that volunteers are able to experience working with children and staff at the residential centre and SACCA’s central office. 
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