Explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK.
What steps are being taken to tackle this problem?

Domestic violence is an ongoing situation in the UK, and many people have been affected by domestic violence (Jones, 2023). According to a Crime Survey for England and Wales, in the year ending March 2023, 2.1 million adults (16 years of age and older)—1.4 million of whom were women and 751,000 of whom were men—were victims of domestic abuse, according to the Crime Survey for England and Wales (Jones, 2023). This is not always a true representation of the number of males who experience domestic abuse because it often goes unreported (Froggatt, 2024). 
When males open up to the police and protective agencies about their experiences, they face hostility and incredulity, which silences them despite making up a sizable share of victims (Broberg, 2022). Research portrays that 3.2% of males have experienced domestic violence but if victims felt that they would be believed would there be more reports (Froggatt, 2024). A male victim who survived a domestic relationship spoke out and went to the doctors for help and showed the bruises and the doctor dismissed him as “no cause for concern” (Broberg, 2022).
Coercive and controlling behaviour, verbal or physical abuse, and sexual or psychological abuse are all examples of domestic violence (Maintenance, 2023). Many people believe that they are not believed when they contact family members or the police, which can affect their decision to report the occurrence; they may fear shame or other unpleasant outcomes (Sefton Women’s and Children’s Aid, 2022). According to the World Health Organisation, around one in three (30%) women worldwide have experienced intimate relationship violence, which includes both physical and sexual abuse or non-partner sexual violence at some point in their lives (World Health Organisation, 2024). Last year, police reported about 100 crimes related to domestic abuse every hour on average, this new initiative will guarantee that victims receive the specialised support they require immediately and that appeals for assistance are handled with the necessary urgency (Home Office, 2024).

Exploring how the government and police are currently tackling domestic violence in the UK will provide information on what is working and what is not and how these services can improve. Given that there were more domestic abuse cases reported in 2023—69,314 in the year ending in March 2023 compared to 67,063 the year before (End Evidence Against Women, 2023) demonstrates the potential value of additional research in this field. Additionally, charge volumes have gone up, going up somewhat from 43,836 cases charged in the year that ended in March 2023 to 47,361 cases charged the year after (End Evidence Against Women, 2023), To guarantee that victims of domestic abuse receive justice they are entitled to, further research on this subject could provide significant insights into how domestic violence might be addressed going forward (Katz, 2023).

Research suggests that in July 2020, during the pandemic domestic abuse helpline saw an increase of 65%. Which explained that COVID-19 made their experience worse than before the pandemic (McNamara and de Natale, 2023). The abuse was made easier by lockdown; because of the decreased interaction with the outside world, offenders were held less accountable and could engage in more domineering actions (McNamara and de Natale, 2023). So how did the police and government handle the increase in cases and has this worked? Every police force in England and Wales is visited by His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) to assess how well they can reduce crime, safeguard the vulnerable, and assist victims. HMICFRS reviews police responses to domestic abuse offences as part of this inspection procedure (Office of National Statistics, 2020). Between April and June 2020, the police made 66,381 arrests for domestic violence-related crimes in 41 different police forces, which increased by 14% compared to the previous year (Office of National Statistics, 2020). Although police are first responders to domestic violence the consequences are that Police frequently ignore or minimise non-physical abuse because they place too much emphasis on physical violence (Vireo, A. et al. 2021).  
Along with terrorism, severe and organised crime, and child sexual abuse, the Home Secretary declared violence against women and girls to be a national threat in the spring of 2023 and included it to the list of strategic policing requirements (SPR) (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2024). Domestic Abuse is responsible for 17% of all crimes. About 26% of kids under 18 come from homes where an adult has dealt with DA. The Domestic Abuse Act of 2021 acknowledges children as victims of domestic abuse if they "see, hear, or otherwise experience the effects of abuse." This does not account for the longer-term consequences of these unpleasant childhood experiences, which have a lasting effect (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2024). The National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) response to domestic violence in women and girls is in 3 stages, the first stage is protection, this first one focuses on the needs of victims, witnesses, and communities will guide and balance the police response, and we will ensure their safety. We prioritise people above events. The second one is to pursue, which focuses on dealing with offenders. The NPCC acknowledge that Violence against women and girls (VAWG) has a misogynistic foundation and that offenders have the potential to do great harm. We'll work to get them to face justice. The final stage is prevention; this can only be provided in collaboration with other pertinent organisations. The NPCC acknowledge that to avoid VAWG, policing must play a specialised role in a systemic response (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2024).



Objectives
Aim 1- To define and explore domestic violence in females and males. 

Objective 1- To explore domestic violence historically and look at how domestic violence has evolved.

Objective 2- Explore why domestic violence against males often goes unreported.

Objective 3- To analyse what strategies the government and police are currently using to prevent domestic violence.


The remainder of this dissertation will be structured as follows. Chapter 2 will contain a literature review which will aim to define and explore domestic violence in females and males. And explore how domestic violence historically and look at how domestic violence has evolved and analyse what strategies the government and police are currently using to prevent domestic violence. And to also get an understanding of why domestic violence against males often goes unreported. Chapter 3 aims to establish an effective research method for this study, which is to evaluate and explain the choices and decisions that are made by the government and police to see how they tackle them. This chapter also recognises the limitations of the research method and explores it in more depth from Chapter 2. Chapter 4 will extend the findings from the research methods in Chapter 3. This chapter will discuss the research findings from a digital survey handed out. From doing this it is collecting quantitative research and can compare to the literature review. Chapter 5 will also discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the methodology used in this dissertation, as well as suggestions for additional research based on and building upon the results of this study.
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