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Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM1700.004

Object type: Mould
Material: Clay
Period: Late Period (?)
Provenance: Unprovenanced (Egypt)
Dimensions: approx. 7.3cm x 4.7cm x 2cm 
Object analysis by Jessica Plunkett 

This Mould is approximately 4.7cm long, 7.3cm high and 2cm wide. The mould itself consists of an oval shaped piece of clay with a flat base and curved back. The figure is 1.4cm long x 6.1cm high x 1 cm deep, it sits approximately centre, though slightly to the right (less than 1cm) and the feet of the statue are at the open base and the tip of the headdress sits less than 1cm from the tip of the clay (approximately 0.2). The headdress is a divine one featuring the solar disk, horns and feathers usually featured on the goddesses Hathor or Isis. The woman is wearing long wig and a deep hole in the forehead, presumably for a ureus. Given both the divine headdress and ureus we know that this has to be a representation of a goddess. Her face is quite long and thin and her features emphasize that with her long eyebrows and eyeliner. She has a very deep and simple nose compared to her other shallow yet detailed features. Her arms cover her torso cradling a baby. The baby itself is quite hard to make out, its head (one of the deepest points) lies slightly to the right of the chest (presumably suckling from her breast though that is not made obvious in the mould itself). Her fingers are visible holding the baby’s body and the baby’s legs lie to the left. The legs are basic, very deep and quite short compared to the body length, therefore leading us to guess that this figure would be sat down with the baby on her lap. As it is made of clay, the mould is a pale orange colour with scratches covering the back and sides of the mould, probably from the baking of the clay as well as general wear and tear. The figure itself seems mostly intact thought there is a part chipped away at the bottom near the feet. There is no evidence of Faience inside, though that is what would most likely what the mould would have been used for. [image: ]The figure would be too small for a figurine but slightly too large and heavy to be an amulet that people would wear. These facts and the lack of hole for threading a string leads me to believe this a funery amulet that would be placed upon the mummy or somethings wrapped in with the body to secure them (fig. 1). Figure 1- Placement of Irethorrou’s amulets

[image: ][image: ] The identity of the goddess depicted would also give us a clue to the use of the amulet. We know she is a goddess and not a queen/royal woman because of the combination of divine headdress and ureus.  The two goddesses most commonly depicted wearing this is the falcon goddess Isis and the cow goddesses Hathor. Both are ‘Mother Goddesses’ and are claimed as the mother of Horus in different myths. Isis is most commonly depicted as ‘the protector’, A human head and body but with the wings in ‘mantle’ position (fig.2). In birds of prey this is to protect their food from other animals trying to steal it, in Isis’ case and in most Egyptian art this is to protect someone. She is commonly pictured in statues and figurines in a similar fashion to that of the mould, feeding her son Horus. Hathor on the other hand is more commonly depicted in her animal form, a cow in her position as divine nurse to the pharaoh (fig. 3). Hathor was also the goddess of many things symbolising womanhood for the Ancient Egyptians including music, dance, sexuality and most importantly in the context of the mould, motherhood. She was thought of as a physical representation of the Milky Way and her divine milk helped crown pharaohs and was a symbol of rebirth, hence her inclusion on a funery amulet. Due to all these facts and the way the figure’s ears look closer to cow ears than human ones, I would claim this object to be an amulet mould featuring the goddess Hathor, though Isis is possible too.  I have dated this object to the late period of Ancient Egyptian history- Third Intermediate/ New Kindgom Egypt. This is due to the common iconography around this time of ‘Isis Suckling Horus’ bronze statues (fig. 2). Figure 3- Hathor suckling Hatshespsut at Deir el Bahri 
Figure 2- 37.400Ea- Brooklyn Museum
Figure 4: 1888,0601.747 British Museum 

[image: ]Moulds were common throughout most of Ancient Egyptian History, especially later when knowledge of the afterlife became common so people started asking for the gods assistance in death as well as life.[footnoteRef:1] The mould was made by creating a stone version of the amulet first and pressing it into wet clay to form a negative copy. [footnoteRef:2] These were very useful for mass producing common and in-demand amulets which would have been made by pressing wet faience into the mould before removing it and baking it to prevent it getting stuck in the mould.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Andrews (1994) ]  [2: https://research.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?assetId=605598001&objectId=450677&partId=1 ]  [3:  https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/4326 ] 

The fact that our goddess was so popular as a form of protection that she needed a mould so that craftsmen could keep up with demand shows that for Ancient Egyptians women, especially goddesses were more than just beautiful, they were strong too. Both Hathor and Isis were shown as protective and powerful, such as when Hathor protected her father from rebels or Isis shielded her son Horus from his uncle. [footnoteRef:4]   The Ancient Egyptians trusted these goddesses to protect them in their journey through the afterlife, therefore how could we argue that women were seen as weak?  [4:  Cooney (2018) p16] 
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