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Safeguarding in the Early Years
This module has taught me a considerable amount about the importance of safeguarding children. It also proved that team work and sharing information is paramount when children’s safety may be in danger. 
Safeguarding, according to the NSPCC (2017) is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of the child and protect them from any harm they may face. 
Child Protection, according to the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) is a part of safeguarding which also promotes welfare. It refers to activities that are undertaken to protect and look after children who are suffering or may be at risk of suffering significant harm because of abuse or neglect.
In my setting we follow a very detailed safe guarding and child protection policy. This policy runs in accordance to the Children Act 1989 and 2004. It also focuses on signs and changes in children that may be exposed to radicalisation. The NSPCC (2017) (b) also provide us with information about how to help a child that may be involved or exposed to any kinds of radicalisation or threat within their culture. 
 All staff have been on child protection level 2 and radicalisation training recently and qualifications are recorded and kept up to date. 
 We work very closely with outside agencies to ensure that all information is passed on and reviewed on a regular basis. Child protection policies are also reviewed annually and signed by all staff members that work within the setting. All staff in the setting must have a current DBS form and all staff are monitored regularly and observed to ensure that we are following the correct procedures within the setting.
All our children’s information is stored in a locked cupboard where only staff have access to when needed and any incidents where children or parents disclose any worries or concerns are logged on confidential forms and passed on to the schools’ child protection officer. We do this in accordance with the Data Protection Act (1998) which is supported by The Welsh Assembly Government (2017).  There is always a child protection officer on the school premises. Every staff member in the school is aware of who they pass the information on to and all staff are aware of who the county child protection officer is also. 
We also keep a close relationship with parents to ensure that they are always involved in their children’s school life. By having these close bonds, parents are more likely to co-operate with staff and staff get more of a chance to notice any changes in behaviour or routine. The close bond also provides more opportunities for the parents to disclose any information if they so wish. 
We also work alongside the County parents team which offer our parents a range of parent classes and other helpful courses which may provide them with help and more information if they chose to receive it.
Before beginning the work on the case conference, I believed I already had a fair amount of knowledge in this area but working on the group case conference I have learnt much more about the areas surrounding a child protection case and how a case is dealt with from the time the first concern is heard.
 I have learned that team work plays a huge part in ensuring that children are safe from any harm. All team members and agencies need to have excellent communication skills and need to be aware when any information they have collected needs to be passed on. This is supported by The Children Act (2004). All agencies also need to have plenty of evidence and keep notes throughout any observations that take place. 
 I have learned that there are many benefits to working within a team, some of these benefits are that there are more accurate assessments of all the different risks that children may be in, there is also a better understanding between all the professions as there can often be a wide variety of professions working on the same case. There is also a better flow throughout the case as everyone is on the same page and all information is shared properly. This information is also supported by Home Office (2004).
When researching separate roles in a child protection case I found that the majority of downfalls in helping the children was in fact a lack of communication between other professional individuals who failed to notice or report when an incident had occurred. Due to these miscommunications children lost their lives and suffered immensely before their deaths. This proved to me the importance of being a team and working together. Veale (2012) states in her book that although there are many examples of excellent and highly effective multi-professional agency working, she also believes that across the whole field of early childhood care there is much more that can be done.
I also learned about how important each role is within a case conference. Every member of the meeting has been involved with the family in separate ways and therefore have seen the children and parents in all different situations, some have even worked with the parents from when they were children themselves therefore they are aware of what they have experienced in their younger life. This helped me understand that some problems that arise are deeper than face value. It also helped me see that there are many different causes and reasons why child protection issues begin. Some parents have experienced nothing more than what they currently provide for their own children. 
Looking back on what I researched for the case conference we held, I have learned a lot about what happens tot eh children after all professionals have given details of their findings. I learned about the different outcomes for the children and how these decisions are made. I learned that children can be classed as ‘children in need’ where there is then help given to the parents rather than the children being removed from the family home. I know more about a section 47 investigation and how it leads to a meeting with many professionals to ensure the children are in the appropriate care and receiving everything they need.  This is supported by Surviving Safeguarding (2017).  I also have a better understanding of the process of a child protection case, I have a slightly better understanding of the time frames in which each part take place and how they plan out. Although I feel I would like to look in to this a little further so that if I had to deal with this situation in the setting I would understand fully how long it would take before any action was taken. The time scales I looked at are supported by Safeguarding Children Board (2015).
I also researched many of the different legislations, some of these were the Children Act 1989, the Children Act 2004, the Human Rights Act 1998, the All Wales Child Protection Procedures and the Data Protection Act 1998. I found that even though they are all different they all wish for the same outcome over all. Most pieces of legislation were put in place to better the care of children after major incidents occurred. Although as Veale (2012) stated in her book it is evident in the current news and world around us that there is still something missing as there are still many child protection cases that are ending in children being hurt or loosing their lives. According to the Human Rights Act all children under the age of 18 have rights, some of the rights that children have is the right to a safe place to live and a safe life, the right to a good education and the right to be free from any harm.  
Researching safeguarding and child protection will help me to better my practice a considerable amount, I believe I now have more knowledge in the area and I feel I am now more able to see signs and symptoms of children who may be suffering or struggling slightly. I also feel I have a better understanding of how parents or guardians may act around staff if such an issue arises.
 I believe I will be able to handle a situation more effectively and, I feel that I have more knowledge on how to pass on information and what information I need to pass on. I am now more confident in recording chronological observations and feel I would be able to this in the correct way if ever needed. 
Although I knew before researching about the importance of keeping records and children’s files, I have learned that having photos of family members and having a record of who is able to collect or drop off a child is paramount. Children are incredibly vulnerable and therefore setting staff and leaders should always be aware of who they are releasing the child to at the end of a session. I have also learned the importance of reporting any detail, even details that at the time don’t seem overly important. Every little detail regarding a child that the setting is worried about needs to be recorded. 
I feel more confident to work closely with not only the family but the children as well. I now see an even bigger importance in each child having someone they are confident to speak to openly about any worries or concerns they may have. I feel as though I would have more of an idea of how to help the child on a more personal level. Due to my job role of a setting assistant the leader within my setting tends to spend her time with the children that need nurturing, but I now feel that due to the research I have looked at and the knowledge I have gained that I would be able to work alongside my leader to help these children to the best of our joint ability.  
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