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Assessment Three: Dating Exercise (Medieval)

a. Pickering Wapentake Court

Since King Richard II acceded to the throne on 22nd June 1377, [footnoteRef:1]  his 8th regnal year began 22nd June 1384.[footnoteRef:2]  The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls annually on August 15th. [footnoteRef:3]  Since Easter Sunday 1384 fell on April 10th, [footnoteRef:4]  August 15th fell on Monday. [footnoteRef:5]   Therefore, the Pickering wapentake court was held three days later on Thursday, August 18th 1384. [1:  E. B. Fryde, D. E. Greenway. S. Porter & D. E. Greenway, (eds.), Handbook of British Chronology, Third Edition. (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986). p.40.]  [2:  C. R. Cheney (ed.) and Michael Jones, A Handbook of Dates: for Students of British History, New edition.  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000). p.35]  [3:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p. 94.]  [4:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p. 229.]  [5:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p. 194.] 




b. Anian’s confirmation of the Shrewsbury Abbey charters.
Since the Feast of Mary Magdalene falls annually on 22nd July, [footnoteRef:6]  the charter was confirmed on 23rd July. Fryde was consulted to determine the first episcopal year of Bishop Anian of St Asaph. This identified Anian I (consecrated November 1249) and Anian II (consecrated 21st October 1268). [footnoteRef:7]  Therefore, the date was either 23rd July 1250 or 23rd July 1269. [6:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p. 78.]  [7:  Fryde et al, British Chronology, p.295.] 

Anian I was preceded by Reiner, Abraham, Hugh and Hwyel ab Ednyfed. Since Hywel is not mentioned in the document, it seems that Anian I is putting right an omission of Hwyel’s.  It seems less likely that three successive bishops (Hywel, Anian I and John II) would let this duty lapse until the time of Anian II. Since Easter Sunday fell on 28th March 1250[footnoteRef:8], then the event probably occurred on Friday 23rd July 1350. [8:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p.229.] 

If, however there was a monumental lapse of duty by three successive bishops after Hugh, then Anian II confirmed the charter in 1269. Since Easter Sunday fell on 24th March 1269[footnoteRef:9] then the less likely date would be Tuesday 23rd July 1269. [9:  ibid. p.229.] 




c. Downham Court
John Ketton was consecrated Bishop of Ely on 6th September 1310[footnoteRef:10] in the reign of Edward II (1307-1327).[footnoteRef:11]  Edward II fourth regnal year was 8th July 1310-7th July 1311.[footnoteRef:12]  Since Easter Sunday fell on 11th April 1311,[footnoteRef:13]  then Ash Wednesday was 24th February 1311.[footnoteRef:14]  Therefore, the Downham court, held the following day, was on Thursday 25th February 1311. [10:  Fryde et al, British Chronology, p.244.]  [11:  Fryde et al, British Chronology, p.39.]  [12:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p.34.]  [13:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p.229.]  [14:  Cheney and Jones, Handbook of Dates, p. 196] 



d. Settling Geoffrey Ridel’s Estate  

In this undated document, King Henry acknowledges giving Geoffrey Ridel’s daughter in marriage to Ralph Basset and granting him custody of Geoffrey’s lands until Robert Ridel comes of age. 

Unlike subsequent kings of the same name, Henry I styled himself rex anglorum rather than rex angliae. [footnoteRef:15]  Therefore, this document was probably written during his reign (1100-1135). [footnoteRef:16]  However, other names appear in the document, allowing more precise calculation. Identities are suggested, with significant dates, in Table 1. Peer reviewed sources have been cited where possible. Online genealogies have been cited where necessary, however their data should be considered with caution. [15:  Teofilo F. Ruiz, Medieval Europe: Crisis and Renewal. Lecture 1: Introduction to Medieval Europe. (Newark: The Great Course, 2013), <https//www.audible.co.uk/pd/Medieval-Europe-Crisis-and-Renewal-Audiobook/B00DDUKY1Y > [accessed 2nd November 2021]. Index: 21:28-44. ]  [16:  Fryde et al, British Chronology. pp.35-36.] 


Table 1. Identity and Significant Dates of Personalities in the Document.
	Name in document
	Most likely candidate

	Henry, King of the English
	Henry I (1100-1135)

	Bishop of Lincoln
	(1) Robert Bloet. Consecrated 1094. Died 10th January 1123[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Fryde et al, British Chronology. p.255.] 

(2) Alexander Consecrated 1123 Died 1148[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Fryde et al, British Chronology. p.255] 


	Earl David
	David, Earl of Huntingdon (1113/14-1136)[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Fryde et al, British Chronology. p.466] 


	Earl of Leicester
	Robert (1118-1168)[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Fryde et al, British Chronology. p.468.] 


	Earl Rannulf of Chester
	Ranulph le Meschin (1120/21-1129)[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Fryde et al, British Chronology. p.454. His predecessor and cousin, Richard, died 25th November 1120, presumably on the White Ship.] 


	Geoffrey Ridel
	Geoffrey Ridel (1075-1120). Died 25th November 1120

	Richard Basset
	Richard Basset, Royal justiciar (1120-1135)

	Unnamed 
(Daughter of Geoffrey Ridel)
	Maud de Ridel (1097-1139)[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Lauren Mishkin Henry, Maud, 2007, https://www.geni.com/people/Maud-de-Ridel/5253687959440118835?through=5254294049590029094 [accessed 27th October 2021].] 


	Robert Ridel
	Born 1107 [footnoteRef:23]. Expected to inherit 1125-1128 [23:  Elizabeth Ellen Prince, Robert Ridel, 2009,  https://www.geni.com/people/Robert-Ridel/6000000003120869452 [accessed 27th October 2021]. ] 


	Ralph Basset
	Died 1127

	William
(Son of Rannulf of Chester)
	William de Meschines. (1100-1132). Son of Ranulph I, brother of Ranulph, Earl of Chester[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Dave Bradley, William de MESCHINES, https://gw.geneanet.org/belfast8?lang=en&p=william+de&n=meschines [accessed 27th October 2021].] 


	Nigel d’Aubigney
	Nigel de Albini. Died 1129[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Yves Beneyton, Nigel d’AUBIGNY, Lord of MOWBRAY, https://gw.geneanet.org/yvesbeneyton?lang=en&pz=yves+eric&nz=beneyton&ocz=0&p=nigel&n=d+aubigny+lord+of+mowbray [accessed 27th October 2021].] 


	Geva
	Geva. (1076-1145). Widow of Geoffrey Ridel[footnoteRef:26] [26:  James Frederick Pulz, Geva d’Avranches, 2007,  https://www.geni.com/people/Geva-d-Avranches/5254294049590029094?through=6000000004957617489 [accessed 27th October 2021].] 


	Simon, Dean of Lincoln
	Simon Bloet (1093-1133)[footnoteRef:27] [27:  "Deans." Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1066-1300: Volume 3, Lincoln. Ed. Diana E Greenway. London: Institute of Historical Research, 1977. 5-12. British History Online. Web. 26 October 2021. http://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1066-1300/vol3/pp5-12.] 


	Geoffrey de Clinton
	Geoffrey de Clinton Died 1133[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Crouch, David. "Clinton, Geoffrey of (d. c. 1133), administrator." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.  23. Oxford University Press, 2004. https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-5680  [accessed 26th October 2021].] 


	William d’Aubigney
	William d’Aubigny pincerna regis. Died 1139[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Mason, J. F. A. "Aubigny, William d' [William de Albini; known as William d'Aubigny Pincerna] (d. 1139), administrator and baron." Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.  23. Oxford University Press. Date of access 22 Oct. 2021, https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-47244 [accessed 22nd October 2021].] 


	Humphrey de Bohun
	Born 1109[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Born in 1109. Later royal steward to Henry I, Stephen, Matilda and Henry II. Fryde et al, British Chronology, p. 72.] 


	Robert Mussard
	Active 1112-45[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Andrew Lancaster, Robert Musard, 2019, < https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Musard-13#_note-0> [accessed 27th October 2021].] 


	Osmund Basset
	Osmund de Bassett 1104-1135[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Scott David Hibbard, Osmund de Bassett (Bassett), 2016,  https://www.geni.com/people/Osmund-de-Bassett/6000000001353952660 [accessed 27th October 2021].] 


	Thurston Basset
	(1) 1050-1123 Grand Falconer. Father of Robert and Ralph[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Latter Day Saints, Thurstan de Bassett, 2018, https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/M7L3-XZJ/thurstan-de-bassett-grand-falconer-to-william-the-conqueror-1050-1123 [accessed 2nd November 2021].] 

(2) 1084-1170 Brother of Osmund




‘The lands held by Geoffrey Ridel’ suggests that Geoffrey is either dead or dispossessed. Since the King is acting on his behalf in a marriage ceremony, the former is more likely. This is probably Geoffrey Ridel (1075-1120), Royal Justiciar to Henry I.[footnoteRef:34]  Married to Geva d’Avraches, he sired a daughter (Maud) and three sons, the eldest of which was Robert. Geoffrey died in the White Ship incident on 25th November 1120.[footnoteRef:35]  making this the earliest possible date for the document. However, Henry I lost his son and heir William Adelin on the White Ship,[footnoteRef:36]  so it is likely that there was first a period of mourning before the King returned to business. Since Geoffrey was a considerable person, the King would have wished his affairs settling as soon as possible after this.  [34:  Patricia Ann Topping, Geoffrey Ridel, 2d Lord of Witheringe, 2007, 
 https://www.geni.com/people/Geoffrey-Ridel-2d-Lord-of-Witheringe/6000000004957617489 [accessed 27th October 2021]. ]  [35:  Ordericus Vitalis, The ecclesiastical history of England and Normandy, (London: H. G. Bohn, 1853), pp.40-41. Internet Archive,  https://archive.org/details/ecclesiasticalhi04orde/page/40/mode/2up  [accessed 30th October 2021].]  [36:  Reading Museum. Death and Anarchy: The White Ship Disaster, (2020), https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/blog/death-and-anarchy-white-ship-disaster [accessed 27th October 2021].] 


Table 1 shows that the latest date possible to be 1127 (Ralph Basset’s death) or 1123 depending on the identities of Thurston Basset and the Bishop of Lincoln. 

If the Thurston Basset mentioned at the wedding was the former Grand Falconer to William I and the groom’s father, then the document was likely written between 25th November 1120 and his death in 1123. However, it seems likelier to be Thurston, brother of Osmund Basset, since they are listed together, near the end of the document. The Grand Falconer would have merited earlier listing and may have been too frail to attend the wedding. 

More convincing is the case for the identity of the Bishop of Lincoln. This is either Robert Bloet or Alexander. It is arguable that Robert Bloet is the most likely candidate since his son, Simon Bloet, Dean of Lincoln is present. 

Therefore, the document was probably written between 25th November 1120 (Geoffrey’s death) and 10th January 1123 (Robert Bloet’s death). Furthermore, with a nation in mourning in late 1120 and Robert Bloet’s increasing frailty in early 1123, the likeliest date is 1121/1122.
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