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Introduction 
This report is going to be analysing the World Risk Report (World Economic Forum, 2021), based on the report the author will be analysing three risks that could have the a global effect on sustainable development over the next ten years, we will then look at the possible ways forward for each risk based on current information and research.
The three crises that have been chosen are Extreme Weather Events, Involuntary Migration and Cyber Insecurity.  These will be assessed against the United Nations sustainable development goals (United Nations, 2024).
[image: Sustainable Development Goals poster]First unveiled at the United Nations Conference on Sustainability in Rio in 2012 (UNDP, n.d.), the concept was to come up with a set of goals that could be achieved universally to try and offset the impending global environments crisis. These goals were formally agreed at a United Nations summit in September 2015 (Daera-ni, n.d.).  Today there are 17 goals (see table (United Nations, 2024)) these goals are all designed to be interlinked, meaning that the achievement of one goal will have a direct effect on others (United Nations, 2024).
According to (Embrace Relief, 2023) the United Nations Sustainability goals can be broken down into the “5 P’s”.
	People – This is the main focus of the goals, focusing on the people of the world to make sure that everybody has the same chances no matter where in the world they are.
	Planet – The reason for the goals initially was to help with the emerging climate emergency, by focusing on the planet and changing the way that natural resources are used.
	Prosperity – This P is focus on economic growth, creating a prosperous world without compromising on sustainability and the environment.
	Peace – Peace is more than just about wars, it’s a natural peace all over the world that includes people from all societies.
	Partnership – The goals are all about collaboration, collaboration between world leaders, local governments and the general population, everybody has a role to play in protecting the future of the planet.
These risks are not guaranteed to happen, there is a possibility that with some corrections we might be able to the future and prevent a number of them ever taking place.  According to (MeuResiduo, 2022) the world is currently producing 0.74KG of waste per person per day, with waste expected to grow at double the predicted population growth by 2050.

World Risk Register
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Description automatically generated]According to (World Economic Forum, 2021) the global risk report 2024 was set up by a collaboration between Marsh McLennan and Zurich insurance groups, the concept of the register is to look at and asses the biggest global threats that the world may face over the next few decades.  The table below (World Economic Forum, 2023) shows the top ten issues on the World Risk Register, it is broken into two categories, those that could happen in the next two years, and those that could happen in the next 10 years.  There are a number of issues that arise on both lists, these are. 
Misinformation and Disinformation (1st in 2 years and 5th in 10 years) – this is the spread of false or inaccurate information, or the malicious spread of bad information designed to cause issues in the general population.
Extreme Weather Events (2nd in 2 years and 1st in 10 years) – This is linked to changes in the global climate, such as increase in temperature which can cause catastrophic weather events.
Societal Polarization (3rd in 2 years and 9th in 10 years) – this is where a society is split into two distinct groups, for example rich and poor.
Cyber Insecurity (4th in 2 years and 8th in 10 years) – this is linked to issues that can be cause through things such as computer viruses, hackers, and other online issues.  Generally used to target large business or countries.
Involuntary Migration (8th in 2 years and 7th in 10 years) – is the forced displacement of people from an area of settlement, can be as a result of violence or persecution.
Pollution (10th in both tables) – Pollution is always a major issues across the world, on average the world disposes of six dump trucks full of waste every second.

Extreme Weather Events
Extreme Weather Events is listed in the World Risk Register as the most likely event to occur over the next ten years, according to (World Economic Forum, 2023) it is also considered to be the biggest risk in the short-term of the next two years also, they state that with weather predicted to intensify during the middle of 2024, these events seem to be much more likely to happy than not.
The (UNEP, 2023) suggests that extreme weather is having an adverse effect on almost all of the Sustainable Development Goals, with only 15% of the goals actually on track (UNEP, 2023) this really shows that they cannot afford to have any more delays with the target set for 2030.  They go on to say that during 2023 the global weather patterns shifted with record high temperatures and other extreme weather patterns being seen all over the world.
Using such things as Artificial Intelligence (AI) to predict weather patterns is one option to try and deal with the fall out of such events, with crops being spoilt by rising temperatures or flash floods any additional data would be welcomed.  According to (UNEP, 2023) between 1970 and 2021 there were almost 12,000 reported global disasters linked to weather causing over 2 million deaths worldwide.
Tackling climate change is goal number 13 on the sustainable development goals list, although as stated before and supported by (United Nations, n.d.) it is also extensively linked to the other 16 goals.  Climate change is affecting every country in the world, this is clarified by (United Nations, n.d.) where they state that “climate change does not respect national boundaries”.
Globally sustainable development is defined by (Warwick University, n.d.) as a vison for the future, both environment and social where everybody has access to adequate health care, education, and opportunities.  In a world where the climate is changing rapidly, and the effects are being felt globally it is important to understand that this future will not be an option should nothing be done.
Goal 13, climate action is potentially the most important of the goals, it is the one that could have a catastrophic effect on society, according to (Global Goals, n.d.).  the author agrees that this is the most important issue on the global risk register as if the climate changes significantly then it doesn’t matter about the other goals as the planet would become uninhabitable.
Globally governments are doing all they can to tackle this issue, they are taxing businesses and big industry to try and reduce the amount of CO2 being produced, they are changing laws and policies to try and manage the issue on a more reginal scale.  Individually one person cannot make a huge difference, however if multiple people do the same thing the effect can be huge, according to (Global Goals, n.d.) some simple things to help tackle climate change are composting scraps, buying Eco-friendly products, recycling glass, paper etc and walking or cycling rather than taking the car.

Involuntary Migration
Involuntary Migration can be found in both the two and the ten-year lists, ranked 8th and 7th respectively, this issue has already arisen in the world in 2024, thus showing that the information used to create the lists is highly accurate.
According to (National Academies, n.d.) in 2018 more than 41 million people were displaced within their own countries, 25.9 million were forced to flee to other countries and 3.5 million were claiming asylum and awaiting requests to be assessed.  These figures are then superseded by the (European Commission, 2024) who state that in 2023 that the number displaced increased to 110 million with projections suggesting that in 2024 that number could rise to over 130 millions, according to the statistics 52% of the 110 million came from just three countries, Syria, Ukraine and Afghanistan.
Having recently been included as an indicator with the sustainable development goals (Nahmias & Ball, 2019) involuntary migration or forced displacement, according to the authors the original pledge of the sustainable development goals was that nobody would be left out, however not one of the original indicators mentioned refuges or those who have been displaced.
The author feels that due to the current crises in the world involuntary migration is not something that is going to be managed easily, with the numbers expected to rise again in 2024 it is important that the governments of the world understand the scale of the current humanitarian crisis.
According to (IOM, n.d.), migration and involuntary migration are a driver for sustainable development, with these migrants comes additional skills and knowledge that can be used to bolster the labour force and the invest in a more diverse culture, this will create economic growth for those countries that are willing to take in migrants.  With good leadership and a strong ethic for welcoming outsiders, destination countries can use this to their advantage and seal a longer term boost for their country.

Cyber Insecurity
Cyber insecurity is a rather large area of risk in the world at the moment, with so many systems relying on online technology even with state-of-the-art internet security there is always a risk that somebody would be able to hack into a system or a virus might get in.
The risk of cyber-attacks is high on the risk register, in a survey 39% of people asked felt that cyber-attacks were one of the top five biggest concerns of 2024 (Maundrill, 2024) with the Global Risk Register putting cyber insecurity at number 8 on their ten-year list.
The concept of being a cyber-criminal is quite easy, you just need the understanding and the technology which is readily available (Maundrill, 2024), with the breakdown of barriers it is allowing criminals to work across borders and even mask their locations.  Cybercrime is considered to be a relatively low cost and low risk venture as it is increasingly difficult to track down the criminals.
Cybercrime isn’t just aimed at multi-national companies and businesses, it also targets the average person in their home, according to (Twenty Four IT, 2024) the United Kingdom consumer lost £479 million to financial fraud in 2020, United Kingdom residents receive in excess of 20 million scam emails each year and 50% of all United Kingdom businesses have been a victim of some sort of cybercrime.
Cybercrime is also having a profound effect on the UK economy, with £14.8billion lost to cybercrime in 2016-2017 (Twenty Four IT, 2024).  The incident of cybercrime in the United Kingdom are on the rise, with almost 700 reported cased each month.  With more cybercrime comes other issues, a decrease in confidence from investors, decrease in competition and the loss of intellectual property, all of these things will have a knock on effect to a countries economy.
Cyber insecurity is linked to goal number 9, that of Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure, according to (New America, n.d.) this goal is focused on increasing the access for ICT and internet connections, there will need to be additional online security of the roll of such project might be hindered.  It is also noted by (New America, n.d.) that in previous years, ports and other modern transport infrastructure have been affected particularly vulnerable to cyber-attacks.
With the advances in technology and the low-risk nature of cybercrime it is becoming a much bigger problem all over the world, criminals don’t even have to leave their homes which lowers their risk of being caught and increases their opportunities to make money. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, the global risk register is in place to assess and offer an expert opinion on what they feel is the most likely issue to arise over a given time period, with climate change being at the front of everybody’s minds at the moment it’s no wonder that Extreme Weather Events are listed so high up on both the short- and long-term lists.  With extreme weather events becoming more common, with UK summers getting wetter and freak heatwaves becoming home common it is not unrealising to assume that they are correct in their analysis of this threat, with global leaders making changes to try and protect the planet, it is important that everybody gets involved and tries to change for the future.
Involuntary migration is another topic that is very high on the list, this is due to such larger numbers of people being displaced from their homes, with 130 million additional people expected to be displaced in 2024.  With refuges and the displaced being added to the sustainable development goals in 2019, they are finally being counted as a measure of world happiness.  With good leadership and a strong programme in place it is quite possible that any destination country willing to invest in their migrant population can see an economic boost from the additional skills and knowledge at their disposal.
With the advancements in technology cybercrime is on the increase globally, with it being a low-risk and high reward occupation for the criminals.  On a national level cybercrime is also on the increase costing the United Kingdom economy over £14 billion in 2016-2017.
The global sustainability goals are a great framework that allows world leaders to be held accountable for their actions, they have a specific set of goals they must achieve by 2030, with this accountability in place and with the current targets behind where they should be, there will have to be big changes in this area in the coming years.
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FIGURE C  Global risks ranked by severity over the short and long term
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