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In my blog, I will be focusing on a textbook, which is called Anthropological studies of Religion, An introductory text by Brian Morris. The author, Brian Morris, is a specialist in religion and symbolism, but also specialises in different areas such as folk taxonomy, ethnobotany and ethnozoology. Morris has written a variety of books and has, in the past, researched about groups in South- Asia and Malawi. He is currently an Emeritus Professor of Anthropology at Goldsmiths College, University of London, where he is also researching human-insect interactions, this is showing the variety Morris has in his research and work. Within the textbook, Morris’ writing style is understandable and easy to follow as he clearly shows when another alternative perspective is being discussed. Morris’ textbook covers the different perspectives of many theorists, such as Hegel, Marx, Tylor, Durkheim and many more, in which their ideas and thoughts are discussed as to what they think of the different topics that are approached and their perspectives of religion. The textbook also shows the way Morris ‘unravels the many theoretical strategies in the study of religion’[footnoteRef:1] and discussing ‘a functionalist, symbolist, interpretive, structuralist, psychological, and ideological approaches’[footnoteRef:2]. As an overview, Morris explores the ideas of religion from influential writers.    I’ll be focusing on one aspect of Brian Morris’ textbook, which is Chapter one, Religion as ideology. I’m focusing on this specific chapter as the ideas of Hegel and Marx are interesting, and the chapter is significant as to how religion is perceived. But also, the perspectives of different theorists within this chapter gives a broader view of how religion is interpreted by different writers. [1:  Brian Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,1987).]  [2:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]            I have chosen to engage with this particular chapter in the book as I think Morris shows perspectives of influential writers in a more detailed light and also, Morris focuses on a few theorists, such as Hegel, Marx, Singer rather than jumping from the perspective of a variety of theorists too much as he done so within later chapters of this textbook as shown in chapter three, the anthropological tradition. Also, Morris’ writing style is structured, so the chapter is easier to understand and to comprehend, when reading through it. The chapter I’m engaging with is, Religion as an ideology, the ideas of Hegel are the main feature within this chapter. Hegel is heavily influential to the other writers that Morris mentions throughout this chapter. Hegel had the thought that History played a significant part in the idea and development of religion as he suggests ‘the history in question has constituted the rational, necessary cause of the world spirit- that spirit whose nature is always one and the same, but which unfolds this its one nature in phenomena of the world’s existence. This must present itself as the ultimate result of history’[footnoteRef:3]. So, for Hegel the development of the Religious spirit is down to history and this is where Hegel starts developing his discussion into the idea of spirit and nature as he believed that it was constantly changing as ‘the nature of spirit… can only be learned from its products and formations- human culture’[footnoteRef:4] and history is a process for the development of the spirit. Morris goes on the discuss Hegel’s ideas of the spirit being an abstract, ‘the consciousness of the spirit brings freedom’[footnoteRef:5] and this is brought on by the history as a process. Furthermore, Morris later discusses Hegel’s ideas of spirit developing as nature as ‘the spirit fulfils its destiny or aim only in relation to its ‘entanglement’ with nature’ and this ‘process was rational, necessary, and dialectical’[footnoteRef:6]. Here, Morris presents Hegel’s idea of spirit as a process, in which there are almost different stages to have a sense of spirit. However, Morris does bring in the thoughts of Singer about the idea of it being dialect as he writes ‘there is nothing deep or mysterious about dialect; it’s simply a mode of thought that takes as its starting point the unity of thinking and the processes of the natural world’[footnoteRef:7]. So, Morris, in my opinion, gives the impression that Singer does not see dialect as something amazing, but an idea that helps the thought process to develop the natural world. Furthermore, another influential writer Morris writes about which challenges Hegel’s approach to religion and spirit is with the ideas of Feuerbach as Hegel is, what Morris described as, an idealist, but Feuerbach was a materialist and goes on to say he’s a ‘material being’[footnoteRef:8] and he mentions that the idealistic approach ‘tears man out of nature’[footnoteRef:9]. Also, Feuerbach’s idea of religion is through his own reconciliation, so Morris explains Feuerbach’s thinking as he doesn’t need a reference to history or nature to reconcile. Whereas Hegel ‘spiritualises culture as spirit’[footnoteRef:10] and ‘saw human activity as the medium that reconciles infinity and reason with the objective world’[footnoteRef:11].  Moreover, later in the chapter, Morris mentions points from Feuerbach’s ideas of religion where Feuerbach makes a distinction between ‘the divine and the human as ‘’altogether illusory’’ for religion itself is simply a fantasy expression of man’s ideal of achieving human existence, through love, freedom, and reason’[footnoteRef:12]. Here, I think Morris is captivating Feuerbach’s ideas of religion in a sense that Feuerbach sees religion as an illusion rather than reality, it’s as if religion is purposely there to help human achieve certain attributes in life such as, a feeling of love, freedom, and rationality.   [3:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.]  [4:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.]  [5:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.]  [6:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.]  [7:   Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.
]  [8:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.
]  [9:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.
]  [10:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.]  [11:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.]  [12:  Morris, Anthropological studies of Religion An introductory text.] 

        To conclude, I think Morris’ textbook, as an overall, is extremely  interesting as Morris doesn’t just interpret his ideas, but gives a variety of alternative, detailed outlooks of possible ideas of religion and spiritualism from academic, influential writers, such as Marx, Feuerbach, and Hegel and many more, and the different approaches to different topics, such as ideology, psychology, etc, and Morris’ book gives a sense of open-mindness approach to ideas. Also, I focused on a specific chapter as I thought this chapter, for me, was the most engaging as the ideas and alternative definitions of spirit and religion from influential writers point of views were insightful. 
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