Assignment One
The main definition of terrorism in UK law was included in the Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act 1974 when Lord Lloyd's report was written (PTA). Terrorism is defined by Segment 14(1) of the PTA 1974 as ‘the use of violence for political ends and includes any use of violence for the purpose of putting the public or any section of the public in fear'. Prevention of Terrorism Act 1974, section 14(1). The PTA 1974 exclusively covered acts of domestic terrorism, owing to the turmoil in Northern Ireland and the threat posed by the IRA. Concerned about the distinction between domestic and foreign terrorism, Lord Lloyd urged that any new legislation include a term that encompassed all types of terrorism. Lloyd (n 46) 26, (Greene, 2017).
The IRA, the Irish Republican Army (also known or called as ‘Provisional Irish Republican Army’) is a republican paramilitary organization. The Irish Volunteers, a militant nationalist organisation founded in 1913, were succeeded by the IRA in 1919. The IRA's goal was to use military action to make British authority in Ireland ineffectual, so assisting in the achievement of the larger goal of an independent republic, which was pursued at the political level by Sinn Féin, Ireland's nationalist party. (Arthur, P. and Cowell-Meyers, K, 2019). The IRA, on the other hand, has functioned independently of political supervision since its beginnings, and at times has even held the initiative in the independence struggle. It has some overlap with Sinn Féin in terms of membership. (Arthur, P. and Cowell-Meyers, K, 2019).
The Irish Republican Army has a huge amount of history, dating back to 1919, up to now. One main event in the IRA history includes the Irish War of Independence (also known as the Anglo-Irish War), 1919-1921. The IRA, led by Michael Collins, used guerrilla tactics such as ambushes, raids, and sabotage to push the British government to negotiate during the Irish War of Independence. The result was the creation of two new political entities: the Irish Free State, which consisted of 26 counties and was granted dominion status within the British Empire; and Northern Ireland, which consisted of six counties and was sometimes referred to as the province of Ulster and remained part of the United Kingdom. (www.nam.ac.uk, n.d.) A sizeable proportion of IRA members, however, found these stipulations to be unacceptable. As a result, the organisation broke into two sections, one supporting the treaty (headed by Collins) and the other opposing it (headed by Eamon de Valera). The former became the official Irish Free State Army, while the latter, dubbed "Irregulars," organised armed resistance to the new independent government. (Arthur, P. and Cowell-Meyers, K, 2019) (The Institute, 2016).
In the 1970s, the group's operations became more intense, and it was blamed for the majority of the region's terrorist assaults. It also continued to recruit young radical and Marxist adolescents who were creative and had the technical ability to design and launch bomb assaults. As a result, it gained a reputation as one of Western Europe's most dangerous terrorist groups. Even though the group was defeated by a ceasefire deal in the late 1970s, terrorist attacks continued to occur across the region. (StudyCorgi.com, n.d) 
‌ The Good Friday Agreement (Belfast Agreement), which coupled a new power-sharing government in Northern Ireland with IRA decommissioning and other measures aimed at stabilising cross-community relations, was adopted by the participants in the discussions in April 1998. Even though the IRA eventually destroyed some of its weapons, it refused to decommission its full arsenal, preventing critical sections of the peace deal from being implemented. The IRA, on the other hand, stated on July 28, 2005, that it had ceased its military campaign and would now pursue its goals through peaceful methods. In 2015, the Provisional IRA was again in the news after an inquiry into the assassination of a former IRA leader revealed that at least portion of the Provisional IRA's organisational structure was still in place. (Arthur, P. and Cowell-Meyers, K, 2019).
Throughout the years, the Irish Republican Army chose terrorism and tremendous violence. The Green Book, an IRA policy and training manual, outlines the group's implementation of this tactic. This contained five main guidelines that they adhered to. One is an attrition war against enemy personnel, with the goal of inflicting as many casualties and deaths as possible so that their people at home demand their withdrawal. A bombing campaign aiming at making the enemy's financial investment in our country unprofitable while also limiting long-term financial investment. Also, to make the six countries ungovernable save by colonial military authority, as they are now and have been for several years. Propaganda and publicity activities on a national and international level to keep the war going and obtain support for its goals. By protecting the liberation war by prosecuting criminals, collaborators, and informants. (Quoted in Coogan, 1993.p. 240) (Jackson et al., 2005). The group's strategy was summarised as ‘blathering on until the Brits leave’ (Drake, 1991, p. 45).
A terrorist organisation must be able to organise people and resources, gather knowledge about its surroundings and enemies, develop a strategic direction for its members' actions, and pick tactics, techniques, and procedures to achieve strategic goals to be able to act. PIRA met these needs by establishing a multi-level management structure. The General Army Convention was the highest level of decision-making. ‘An organised meeting of delegates . . . [drawn] from other structures within the organisation” (Horgan and Taylor, 1997, p. 4) The Army Executive, which was elected by the Convention, was made up of 12 members, and the Army Council was made up of seven members. The Army Council oversaw determining the strategic and tactical objectives of the organisation. The Army Council chose a chairperson, secretary, and chief of staff from among its seven members. Within PIRA, the head of staff held the most power. The General Headquarters (GHQ) and two operational divisions, Northern Command and Southern Command, which oversaw operations in Northern Ireland and the Republic, respectively, put the Army Council's and its chief of staff's decisions into action. (Jackson et al., 2005).
IRA has deployed a wide range of unique attack forms, but three weapons demonstrate the group's learning activities: Surface-to-air missiles, explosives, and grenade launchers. IRA bombs were crude, unreliable, and as deadly to the group as they were to their intended targets in the early 1970s. According to one testimony from a member who was active at the time, the device's fatality rate influenced group members' willingness to use it: “People who volunteered to work with explosives were regarded either as ‘nutty professors’ or as stark, raving mad because explosives, commercial and home-made, were dangerous and unpredictable and had cost [IRA] persons their lives. Result—few people wanted to work with explosives” (O’Doherty, 1993, p. 69) (Jackson et al., 2005).
IRA is better recognised for its explosive device design than it is for its explosive ingredients. To assault security troops at first, the gang utilised crude gasoline and nail bombs. Even though it continued to deploy hand-thrown devices—"coffee jar" bombs containing a tiny number of explosives and shrapnel were a regular part of its arsenal—these devices had drawbacks. Thrown explosives necessitate the thrower's proximity to the target and put him at grave danger. (Crenshaw, Martha, “The Persistence of IRA Terrorism,” in Yonah Alexander and Alan O’Day (eds.), Terrorism in Ireland, London, UK: Croomhelm, 1984, pp. 246–271.)
PIRA also utilised timing devices to postpone the detonation of bombs, allowing bombers to flee. PIRA progressed from clocks and watches (O'Callaghan, 1999, pp. 82–83) to far more accurate timers acquired from other devices or constructed from scratch (Geraghty, 2000, p. 207). The group developed timers capable of delaying explosion for weeks or months, like the technology employed in the 1977 assassination attempt on Queen Elizabeth (Glover, 1978) and the 1984 attack on Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher at a Party convention in Brighton. (Jackson et al., 2005). PIRA also used movement-activated devices to detonate bombs hidden beneath cars, which were intended to kill the people who owned them. Other Irish terrorist groups helped refine these devices, which may have received the technology from outside the region (Drake, 1991, p. 48; O'Ballance, 1981, p. 237) (Drake, 1991, p. 48; O'Ballance, 1981, p. 237).
Individual operations are planned according to a group's assessment of appropriate targets, its own capabilities, and the possibility of successfully attacking the targets. Terrorists' first target selection is heavily influenced by the philosophy of the organisation and the objectives it seeks to achieve (Drake, 1998). Security personnel, as well as persons or sites purportedly assisting to British participation in Northern Ireland, were important targets for the PIRA. Some ideologically acceptable objectives, however, are unavailable due to practical considerations. While a group's tactical-level procedure for identifying targets it believes it can successfully attack most likely involves an implicit assessment on the part of the leadership or operatives, it can be represented as a two-step process or the topic of debate. Because it lays out a group's learning requirements for tactical-level planning, a basis for addressing that decision process is needed. A variety of factors influence the first of the two processes, the group's assessment of the likelihood of an attack succeeding: Capabilities of a group The tactics and weaponry available to the group have a considerable impact on the group's chances of victory. In the absence of specific assault options, certain targets may be deemed unreachable. The operation's resources have been committed. If not enough people and materials are committed to a particular attack, it may be deemed less likely to succeed. Intelligence at hand. The amount of information a group has about a target and its environment—including security measures, particular information on the target's vulnerability, and so on—influences its assessment of the target's chances of success. The security situation. Counter-terrorist and anti-terrorist efforts influence a group's assessment of whether a particular attack will succeed in the struggle between terrorist groups and security services. (Crenshaw, Martha, “The Persistence of IRA Terrorism,” in Yonah Alexander and Alan O’Day (eds.), Terrorism in Ireland, London, UK: Croomhelm, 1984, pp. 246–271.) (Jackson et al., 2005). 
The question of whether the Irish Republican Army should be defined as terrorists or freedom fighters is still an ongoing discussion in the UK. A false dichotomy exists in the question. It is conceivable to be a freedom warrior and a terrorist at the same time, or to be one and not the other. The question's logical fallacy stems from a misalignment of means and ends. "A person who participates in a resistance movement against an oppressive political or social institution," according to the definition, is a freedom fighter. The goal of a freedom fighter is freedom, although the phrase "freedom fighter" does not specify how they would achieve it. (FAQ Reviews, n.d). “The provisional IRA should be regarded as freedom fighters. Although they have committed violent acts, the UK government treated Catholics in Northern Ireland unfairly. The brutality faced by the police was unacceptable. In addition, the IRA were willing to negotiate peace and sign the Good Friday Agreement. If the group were terrorist organisation, they would not be willing to negotiate and would instead push for their aim until they got it” Peter Mandelson. (Mr Lupton History, 2020). “The provisional IRA should be regarded as terrorists. This group have used tremendous and unjustified violence against innocent people, including 600 Northern Irish civilians. The group were not fighting for their civil rights but were instead fighting to remove the UK state. We should not therefore consider this group as freedom fighters” Margaret Thatcher. (Mr Lupton History, 2020) It is said that the Old IRA members were not terrorists, but rather freedom fighters. Sinn Féin had promised that if elected in the 1918 UK general election, its MPs would not take their seats in Westminster, but would instead form the Irish people's government. Sinn Féin gained nearly all the seats in the future Irish Free State region, as well as a few seats in nationalist districts in Northern Ireland. The Sinn Féin MPs assembled in Dublin in January 1919 as Dáil Éireann, Ireland's parliament, and started about constructing government organs to replace the British-run administration. (FAQ Reviews, n.d).
The IRA was a violent non-governmental group that disassociated itself from the political techniques employed by Sinn Fein and instead adopted a military lifestyle in which their members are heavily armed with guns to assist take control, despite the fact that they were created from a political party.
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Assignment Two
Introduction
The Manchester arena terrorist attack - an evaluation of the effectiveness of emergency service and partner agencies response.
Main body
‌ A suicide bomber detonated an improvised explosive device filled with nuts and bolts to function as shrapnel in the foyer area of the Manchester Arena at 22:31 on May 22, 2017. The attack occurred following an Ariana Grande performance as part of her 2017 Dangerous Woman Tour. The concert drew 14,200 attendees. At the moment of the explosion, many outgoing concertgoers and waiting parents were in the foyer. The bomb's blast killed persons up to 20 metres distant, according to testimony presented at the coroner's inquest. The incident was classified as a terrorist act and a suicide bombing by Greater Manchester Police. It was the bloodiest incident in the UK since the London bombings on July 7, 2005. (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d).
The assailant, as well as 22 concertgoers and parents waiting to pick up their children after the show, were killed in the bomb; 119 people were initially injured. On the 22nd of June, authorities updated the figure to 250, adding significant psychological trauma and minor injuries. The number of people injured was revised to 512 in October. Ten persons under the age of 20 were killed, with the youngest victim being an eight-year-old child and the oldest being a 51-year-old lady. Twenty of the 22 victims killed were Britons, while two were Polish nationals living in the United Kingdom. (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d).
Salman Ramadan Abedi, a British Sunni Muslim with Libyan background, was the bomber. On December 31, 1994, he was born in Manchester to a Salafi family of Libyan exiles who had fled to the UK to escape Muammar Gaddafi's government. He was the youngest of three siblings, with two older brothers and a younger sister. He was born and raised in Fallowfield, near the Whalley Range. According to The New York Times, Abedi was one of a group of pupils who accused a teacher of Islamophobia after she criticised suicide bombings. (BBC News, 2018) The Abedi family has been regarded as "very pious" by several of their neighbours. However, an acquaintance claimed that Abedi was "outgoing" and drank until 2012, while another claimed that Abedi was a "normal youngster who went out and drank" until approximately 2016. Abedi had a history of using narcotics, mainly cannabis. Prior to 2011, his father, Abedi, and his older brother frequented Didsbury Mosque. After preaching against ISIS and Ansar al-Sharia in 2015, an imam at the mosque remembered Abedi looking at him "with hatred." (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d).
Theresa May, the Prime Minister, denounced the bombing, and subsequently declared, following the June 2017 London attack, that these acts, along with the 2017 Westminster incident, were "tied together by the single awful ideology of Islamist extremism," and that this extremism was "a perversion of Islam." The victims' families have been offered condolences by Queen Elizabeth II. After the attack, all major parties put a two-day moratorium on campaigning for the general election. Andy Burnham, the Mayor of Greater Manchester, described the incident as "evil" and arranged for a vigil in Albert Square the next evening, which drew hundreds. The attack was also denounced by the Muslim Council of Britain. (NGTC Group Training, n.d.) (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d) (BBC News, 2017).
Findings
22:31 The explosion was heard by British Transport Police (BTP) officers at Victoria station. Because Network Rail owns both the station and the arena, both are under the jurisdiction of the transport police. The Ariana Grande performance already has four BTP officers assigned to it. In less than 30 seconds, they're in the arena's foyer. Other surrounding officers rush to the area at the same moment. They believed what they heard was a train crash.19 BTP policemen arrive at the arena's lobby in less than 10 minutes. They, together with arena workers and members of the public, begin administering first aid to those who have been injured. (Manchester Arena bombing: Emergency services timeline, 2018).
22:33 The initial contact to Greater Manchester Police is made to report an explosion at the arena. A log is made and transmitted to the Force Duty Officer, who is unsure what type of event is occurring at first but orders Armed Response Vehicles to proceed to the arena. At 22:39, the scene is classified a major incident. Officers decide to take one young child to the hospital before paramedics arrive because of the severity of her injuries. First paramedic arrives at Victoria station at 22:42. When the Northwest Ambulance Service (NWAS) arrives, the injured patients are handed over to them. (Manchester Arena bombing: Emergency services timeline, 2018).
The first armed police officers arrive in the foyer at 22:43. Greater Manchester Police (GMP) arrive, and BTP relinquishes control of the incident. Six-Armed Response Vehicles arrive, each with twelve Authorised Firearms Officers. The initial assumption is that the injuries are gunshot wounds and that a "Paris-style" attack involving a terrorist is underway. The Force Duty Officer must decide if all responders should be removed from the foyer, as per Marauding Terrorist Firearms Attack guidelines. He decides it would be "unconscionable" to tell these first responders to leave. The responders are still present. (Manchester Arena bombing: Emergency services timeline, 2018). (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d) (BBC News, 2017).
 Later, at 22:46, road closures around the area were put in place. At 22:47, the Force Control Room receives confirmation of an explosion, and 106 firearms officers are dispatched to the Greater Manchester area within one hour of the initial call to provide immediate assistance to GMP. Twelve ambulances arrive at 22:49, and the injured are transported from the foyer to the station concourse at 22:58. When all the victims have been evacuated, the attention shifts to securing the foyer as a crime scene. The inspector entrusts the investigation to the GMP Crime Scene Manager. (Manchester Arena bombing: Emergency services timeline, 2018) (BBC News, 2017).
Many of the difficulties found in the Kerslake report stemmed from a lack of communication. Although some firefighters at Manchester Central fire station, which is roughly half a mile from the music site, heard the explosion, they were told to drive three miles north of the city centre to another station. Due to a lack of a radio link, the fire service was unable to confirm the exact situation and prepared for an escalating terrorist weapons attack, like those seen in the Paris attack. (Manchester Arena bombing: Emergency services timeline, 2018). (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d) (BBC News, 2017).
The Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service (GMFRS) and the Northwest Ambulance Service (NWAS) were not contacted or updated about the status of the operation due to communication problems.
Kerslake recommendation: “While not criticising the GMP force duty officer, the service should review its protocols to identify ways to reduce the load placed on the force duty officer during major incidents. This could include providing the force duty officer with a dedicated incident management support team as soon as possible”. (The Kerslake Report: An independent review into the preparedness for, and emergency response to, the Manchester Arena attack on 22 nd EMBARGOED UNTIL NOON ON TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2017).
First and foremost, the Greater Manchester Resilience Forum's investment in multi-agency planning and exercise resulted in partner agencies being able to act with a high level of confidence. It's worth noting that a huge drill had taken place at the Trafford Centre just months before the attack. The Arena employees, British Transport Police (BTP), and members of the public who stayed to assist demonstrated incredible bravery and compassion. kerslakearenareview.co.uk and the police. According to the Kerslake Report, Ambulance personnel arrived quickly on the site, followed by the deployment of armed officers to protect the area and Ambulance professionals to care for the injured. The civic leadership's power had a significant impact on how events unfolded in the days following the attack. The voluntary, community, and church sectors were critical in offering support to people who were harmed, as well as displaying solidarity with minority communities who might have been at risk. (The Kerslake Report: An independent review into the preparedness for, and emergency response to, the Manchester Arena attack on 22 nd EMBARGOED UNTIL NOON ON TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2017) (Manchester Arena bombing: Emergency services timeline, 2018).
The full collapse of Vodafone's National Mutual Aid Telephony system hampered the establishment of the Casualty Bureau significantly. As a result, communication with the families harmed by the incident was severely hampered. It was especially difficult to expand capacity by bringing in other Casualty Bureaus from around the country. It wasn't until after 03:00 a.m. that a limited local telephone contact service was activated. On the night of the failure, the families concerned were extremely stressed and upset, as they tried to learn more about their loved ones' plight. Several people were forced to conduct a frenzied search of Greater Manchester hospitals to learn more. Vodafone has apologised for the blunder and pledged to prevent it from happening again. (The Kerslake Report: An independent review into the preparedness for, and emergency response to, the Manchester Arena attack on 22 nd EMBARGOED UNTIL NOON ON TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2017) (NGTC Group Training, n.d.)
Nearly three-quarters of respondents commented on the emergency services' immediate reaction, which was the main emphasis for many participants. There were too few paramedics in the foyer assisting the injured, according to many people. Some people believed there was a lag between when they were treated and when they were admitted to the hospital. The necessity for homemade stretchers, minimal first aid equipment, and a paucity of blankets alarmed many people. Participants who were not hurt in general praised the emergency personnel for their timely arrival and professional approach. In general, respondents thought that healthcare for those who were critically hurt at the venue was too sluggish. Many claim they waited a long time for attention and treatment on the floor. Many people also expressed gratitude to individuals who helped them and comforted them. (The Kerslake Report: An independent review into the preparedness for, and emergency response to, the Manchester Arena attack on 22 nd EMBARGOED UNTIL NOON ON TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2017).
Many grieving people thought the time it took to hear the news was excessive and wondered why they hadn't been informed sooner. This was especially tough for those who were already certain in their minds and had provided identifying information to the helpline (the GMP Casualty Bureau). On the 23rd, many people waited for hours at the Etihad Stadium Friends and Family Reception Centre, which was put up by Manchester City Council, with other families in the same predicament. Many people expressed their gratitude for the Etihad's care, sensitivity, and attention. Many people found the Family Liaison Officers and Bereavement Nurses to be quite helpful. Many responses mentioned GMP and other forces' Family Liaison Officers. In the first week, most people felt them to be a wonderful help. They were referred to as "angels," "heroes," "very helpful," and "medal-worthy." One family informed the Review that having various Family Liaison Officers for different family members and treating them as individuals with varied needs was critical. Some respondents informed the Review that their Family Liaison Officer was insensitive and over acquainted with them. (www.fbu.org.uk, n.d.) (The Kerslake Report: An independent review into the preparedness for, and emergency response to, the Manchester Arena attack on 22 nd EMBARGOED UNTIL NOON ON TUESDAY 27TH MARCH 2017).
More than 50 investigations were conducted as part of the Kerslake study to improve the national and local response to terror acts, as well as the service offered to victims. "This detailed report appropriately draws on the experiences of those most impacted by the dreadful incident in Manchester last May to reach its conclusions," Victoria Atkins MP, the minister responsible for terror victims, said. While Lord Kerslake agrees that some aspects of the response were successful, the report reveals that there is still room for improvement in some areas. All agencies involved in the response should give the recommendations careful thought." (Dearden, L. 2018)
Residents and taxi firms in Manchester offered free transportation or lodging to people who were stranded at the concert via Twitter. Following the explosion, parents of children attending the event were separated. Officials directed youngsters displaced by the attack to a nearby hotel, which functioned as a shelter for them. Sikh temples (gurdwaras) in Manchester, as well as residents, hotels, and events, provided sanctuary to victims of the attack. (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d).
Manchester Victoria railway station, which is partially beneath the arena, was evacuated and shut down, with all trains and services cancelled. The explosion damaged the station's structure, forcing it to close until the damage was inspected and rebuilt, causing major disruption to train and tram services. Following the completion of police investigation work and repairs to the building's fabric, the station reopened to traffic on May 30, 2017. (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d).
Prime Minister Theresa May said on May 23 that the UK's terror threat level has been upgraded to "critical," its highest level, following a COBRA meeting with Greater Manchester's Chief Constable, Ian Hopkins. (Manchester Arena bombing, n.d). (web.archive.org, 2017).
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