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Benefits of Multilingualism
[bookmark: _GoBack]Multilingualism is a term used to describe an individual that can learn and speak one or more additional language. This gives them the opportunity to widen their vocabulary and can give a variety benefits for multilingualism thinkers. According to BBC (2014), children from a young age can naturally acquire more than one language that they are exposed to and are able to speak it fluently. Although adult’s can study another language to a fluent level but may find it more difficult to pick it up compared to a young child. Those who can speak or write more than one language are going to be very important in the employment market for jobs such as teaching, law and hotels for example. This is because they are multi-skilled (Baker, 2011).
Cook (2001 cited in Paradowski 2017) states ‘A person who speaks multiple languages has a stereoscopic vision of the world from two or more perspectives, enabling them to be more flexible in their thinking, learn reading more easily.’ This shows that the child is more likely to have an understanding that there is more than one view in the world. This has always been a positive advantage in education (Paradowski, 2017). There are many other advantages for being a multilingual from a young age. They will be better communicators than others. Have a strong understanding in using their mother tongue language. They will develop a wider range of vocabulary as they get older. The child may have increased reading skills as they have had to learn to read two or more languages. From a young age the child will develop good thinking and problem-solving skills and improved critical thinking skills. They will have a better understanding of other cultures so therefore appreciate other countries (Paradowski, 2017). 
If a child knows more than one language, they may feel more at ease with different situations they are put in. It enables them to adapt to different environments and surrounding that must deal with. This would increase their self-esteem and self-confidence (MultlingualChildren’sAssociation, 2004). Many children in the world are brought up in poor areas or countries and therefore their families may move elsewhere for them to have a better life and living situation. This means that children can quickly learn and pick up other languages as they have no choice but to speak the language that is mainly spoken in the country they have moved to (Smidt, 2016). This will give children a bigger of belonging and community as they are able to fit in with those around them. The child also gets to learn and understand another culture. 
Supporting children with EAL/WAL
For a child who is yet to learn the English language and therefore a developing bilingual child, coming into an early years setting may be very daunting as they are unable to interact fully with other peers and know what’s going on around them. Interacting with peers is a big part of learning in an early year setting so this becomes a big barrier. 
The norms that are expected from the children in the early year’s setting may be different from those the child is used to. Therefore, it is important for the adult to help the child understand through patterns of behaviour and expressions to show approval and disapproval. Play is often an area whereby children feel more relaxed, so therefore it is very important for the adult to observe the child to learn what their interests are for example as there is a language barrier. Play between peers is also important for the development of a bilingual child because they tend to have copy the routines of those around them. This could be mimicking small words or phrases such as ‘please’ or ‘thank you’. This is going to help with the development of the bilingual child (Naldic, 2015).
There is an increase in the number of children that do not have English as their first language at home and are entering the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). It is well known that bilingualism is an advantage to have in a child’s life and that the child’s first language is very important. The language that is spoken at home is the one the child has already built strong foundations with as this is what they have heard throughout their life so far and at their home environment is where they spend most of their time. Maintaining and developing the child’s language that is used the most at home should be encouraged as it will strengthen the child’s understanding of language and will support their development of English. An English only approach may only have a negative effect on the child as they may feel they may then loose connection with their first language, so it is best for the child to be given the opportunity to be bilingual (NationalStrategy, 2007). 
Modelling is a good way for children to begin to learn language structures and vocabulary. By children hearing language being used in a situation, they can then practice and use it themselves. Adult’s tend to do this naturally in order to encourage a child’s language learning. It is important for the adult to use easy and simple questions to ask the children when encouraging their language learning because the child’s self-esteem and confidence will increase if they get it right so if the question is too complicated and they are unable to answer, this will give them a sense of failure. It is important for the adult to use repetition a lot throughout the child’s language development as it will increasingly develop upon what the child already knows and what they are learning (NationalStrategy, 2007). 
Activities based around interaction with other peers is a great way for a child to practice their English as they are more likely going to practice with other peers rather than an adult. Activities should be based around language, so the child can find ways of developing new vocabulary and skills. Musical activities are a great way for a child to gain confidence in try to repeat is as it is repetitive. Books with pictures are a great way for a child to try and translate in their minds what the picture is in English (NationalStrategy, 2007). The use of ICT may also help with communication between the child and key worker. Their may also be activities to help develop the child’s English (EALTeachingStrategies, 2013).
These examples would be the same for those supporting to learn with WAL. According to the Welsh Government (2013), many early year’s settings aim to provide every child with some experience of the Welsh culture and lifestyle throughout their time with them. This is because many of the children in Wales now mainly speak English at home. Key workers like to involve them by teaching them basic Welsh such as numbers, colours and small words and phrases. They tend to do this by speaking to the children in Welsh. Events such as St David’s Day are celebrated throughout early years settings as it gets the children involved with activities such as drawing and painting objects that resemble Wales.
As part of the Welsh Curriculum, children need to be taught about the rich Welsh culture and the characteristics that are unique to Wales. As the Welsh Government (2008) states ‘Children should appreciate the different languages, images, objects, sounds and tastes that are integral in Wales.’ This will give them a sense of belonging within the Welsh community as well as the language. The Welsh Assembly Government think it is very important to develop and promote the welsh language throughout all early year’s settings. In a lot of schools in Wales, English is the main language that is spoken so it is important that practitioners involve Welsh in every lesson so that the children get a sense of the welsh culture around them. This will also help with their development of the welsh language. There are seven areas of development that must be considered by practitioners in their everyday planning and one of these include the development of the welsh language (WelshGoverment, 2008).
According to the foundation phase framework, children should be encouraged to speak welsh and should always be spoken to in welsh. They should be encouraged to use welsh materials so that they can develop their reading skills in welsh. Children also need to be exposed to written welsh as this will help them to identify patterns and symbols for when it comes to writing welsh themselves. They should use reading as a way of remembering phrases and words that can help with their language development (WelshGovernment, 2008).
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