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1. Executive summary

This report will present Snowdonia as a tourism destination and will include information essential for the future tourists who want to explore and know more about this spectacular mountain destination. First, will be presented a small introduction of the place, for example geographic placement of Snowdonia, followed by activities which can be done in this place and a presentation of this beautiful place.
 Secondly, a small introduction of the concept of tourism will be described for a good understanding of this term and in the same will be described and sustainable tourism. This will be followed by some of the top things to do in Snowdonia. After this, a short presentation of the three pillars: economic, socio-cultural and environmental will be presented to show how this affect or help the chosen tourist destination. Moreover, the travel destination will be explored and analysed.
Thirdly, will be described the two essentials’ theories Butler’s life cycle and Doxey’s index mode to explore Snowdonia and give the tourist all the information necessary to understand the advantages and disadvantages of the place.
Finally, the conclusion will give a final impact for the tourist chosen destination.





















2. Introduction

Snowdonia is situated on the west coast of Britain and is covering 823 squares miles of diverse landscapes. Snowdonia National Park is a working area, living and is home to over 26,000 people. Moreover, this place is the largest National Park in Wales. Some of the most frequent activities in Snowdonia are biking indulging in history and stargazing. There are 9 reasons why Snowdonia is a special place. There are the following: the community, the Welsh language, landscapes, tranquillity and solitude, inspiration for the arts, recreation opportunities, renewed geology, historic landscapes and internationally important species and habitats. The landscape in Snowdonia is unique and apart from the charm and beauty of the mountains, this place is a delightfully varies landscape of steep river gorges, green valleys and waterfalls. The best way to experience Snowdonia are the bus services and cycling at many routes around the park (The National Park of Snowdonia, 2022).
 
This report aim is to present Snowdonia as a touristic destination, based on the sustainability tourism, including the three pillars: economic, socio-cultural and environmental. This will be followed by the travel impact which will be explored and analysed. Butler’s life cycle and Doxey’s index module will be presented to decide the stages included. A conclusion to summarise the destination described.












3.Main body 


According to O’Fallon (1994) tourism is a form of complementary demand, whereby tourist demand is for a bundle of goods and services create for any single product, the various elements of the tourist product. The demand for tourism -related products is particularly vulnerable to exogenous forces.

WTO, (1998) cite that sustainable tourism is a tourism development that meets the needs of present tourists and hosts rigorous, while protecting and enhancing opportunities for the future, leading to management of all resources. A such way, that economic, social needs can be fulfilled with maintaining cultural integrity, ecological process, biological diversity and life support system.


According to Swarbrooke (1999) the sustainable tourism could become a divisive force in society if there continues to be value-based destination made between good tourism and bad tourism.

Snowdonia offers for the tourists an epic trip and there are a lot of things to do when visit around these beautiful mountains. One of the best places to visit is Mount Snowdon, who have the highest peak in Wales. The walking in the mountains is free, but also railways are available but for not free. Another place to visit is Conwy Castle, a medieval castle with fantastic views and is one of the best surviving medieval fortifications in Europe. The Llechwedd slate caverns is the third place on the top in Snowdonia, which offers to the visitors a exploration of the underground world of a slate miner. A spectacular view and nature place is the Waterfalls which are many in Snowdonia. The most remarkable are Swallow Falls, which is free to visit and Conwy.

Another beautiful castle to visit is Caernarfon, this is a medieval castle which was built to be an symbol of the new English rule in Wales. One important place to see is the Snowdonia National Park, this is Wales first National Park. This was created in 1951 to protect the environment and contains 15 mountains top over 900 m and is free of charge on entrance (14 Things to do in Snowdonia for an epic trip, 2020).

The three pillars of sustainability are playing a very important role in the chosen destination management and help the tourist to understand more about the place is going to go next to visit and stay.

The first one is the economy, which is growing in Snowdonia, as a rural area, 60 pounds million economy came from public service, agriculture and tourism. The tourism and farming are presented with low income. The Snowdonia National Park Authority believes that the zone is economically underperforming. The nuclear energy has been presented as an alternative energy source to fossil fuels. The production of large quantities of electricity and no carbon emission as a result of the electricity production, Wales has a total of seven Enterprise Zones across the country, each focusing upon industries. Regarding the economic underperformance, Snowdonia is home to one of these Enterprise Zone. There are split between two sites: Trawsfynydd (nuclear power station) and Llanbedr Aviation and Enterprise Park (the site of a former RAF base). The sites have been developed for over 60 years and development of new business on these two is less likely to interfere with the conservation and appearance of the landscape than elsewhere (Economic growth in Snowdonia, nd).

The second pillar of sustainability is the cultural, which is reflected in Snowdonia by the history and majesty, which are attracted by the tourists. One of the Uk’s 15 National Park which have around 10 millions of tourist around the world each year. Apart of the beautiful mountain area, Snowdonia has a wealth of attractions and a beautiful natural scenery. A fantastic history including a rich tapestry of myths and legends which make many visitors to be in love with Snowdonia’s geology has been transformed by glacial and volcanic activity over the years. The glaciers had a strong impact on the landscape, creating the huge U-shaped valleys. Snowdonia has been for long time a world-renowned tourist attraction. The most famous product used in Snowdonia was slate, which was used for roofing on horses, factories and more buildings over the Great Britain. The history, both human and natural has made Snowdonia a fascinating destination. For those who like to explore on foot or in the Snowdonia Mountains Railway train, there are some wonderful walks around the place (The History & Majesty of Snowdonia, nd).

The climate change is the third pillar of the sustainability and is a complex issue which affect society, individuals and the natural world. Some of the climate change in Snowdonia statistic are presented as the temperature of Wales is over 1 degree Celsius higher on average than it was 100 years ago. The highest temperature affecting Welsh habitants including wildlife and plants. Moreover, the high see levels and more frequent storms increase the risk of flooding and extreme whether in Wales. Snowdonia has a valuable habitats and wildlife species that are expose to danger by climate change. Tob reverse the effect of climate change nature and habitats as woodlands, peatlands and saltmarshes are used.
Snowdonia National Park Authority works with other organisations to reduce the effects of climate change. Some of the schemes included in their work is to install electric vehicle charging points at strategic locations. Another one is to promote and support energy efficiency improvements in new and traditional buildings. Also, to continue to use and improve natural carbon sinks within the National Park. This is followed by carbon offsetting and seeking financial support to offset carbon (Climate changed, 2022).


Snowdonia Mountain is just few hours away from the major UK main population centres with a magnificent road, coach links and rail. The travel to Snowdonia can be done by train, using Transport for Wales. You can experience the amazing Welsh countryside, with a warm welcome and beautiful experience as a little trip. Another way to travel is by car, using the Northwest along M56 and A55. The motorway links with the Midlands are good too and the same roads-the M6, M5 and M1. Also, the travel can be done by sea, Stava Line operate regular and high-speed services to Holyhead from Dublin. Snowdonia can be explored by air using the international gateways transfer of Manchester, Birmingham and Liverpool which takes less than two hours (Getting here and travelling, 2021).

If a guest wants to spend 3 days in Snowdonia is very essential to know in which season to go. It is recommended in summer between June-August, can be quite beautiful in this period. The disadvantages are that the crowd are large, the high prices and no snow around. Another time of the year to go is spring, between April-May. You can see snow, small crowds and often dramatic skies. The disadvantages are the possible challenging weather, and some trails may be impossible to access because of snow. In autumn late September and early November, you can find cheaper rates, beautiful sunsets, colours. As a disadvantage is the uncertain weather. In winter late November-March some snow on the mountains, no crowds. As a disadvantage seasonal shop closed and very short days ( 3 days in Snowdonia: The ideal Snowdonia road trip itinerary, 2022).

According to TALL’s origins (Butler 2006) stem from the belief that, even if is not fully appreciated in many tourist destinations, resorts are essentially products, they have normally been developed and modified to meet the needs of specific markets (holidaymakers) in a similar way to the production of other goods and services.

Snowdonia is a special place to visit by the tourists which in time become very popular and busy, depends on the period of the year. There are some essential reasons to visit Snowdonia which all tourists must know. First, the landscape is eye-catching. The second one is that are many walks and never the tourist will get bored. The next one is the amount of coffee shops, which is quite important for the tourists, especially the ones love a hot drink. The fourth reason is that the local villages are so cute and made typical Welsh, the buildings are painted with vibrant colours, like a rainbow town. The last one, which everyone will like is the fact that Snowdonia is so peaceful, here you can get away from the social media ( 5 reasons to visit Snowdonia National Park, 2017).

One of the problems in Snowdonia is the overtourism which cause damage to the National Park. A big number of walkers on Wales’ Mount Snowdon caused increased queues and erosion damage. Some 700.000 visitors saying that have blocked Snowdon in the last year and up to 40% from 500.000 in 2018 and the effects are showing already (Snowdonia overtourism causes damage to national parks as visitors urged to respect the mountain, 2021).

As can be seen in the report and was discussed before, the Butler’s life cycle most essential for Snowdonia is the development side. This place is very popular are for tourists and seems to continue to remain the same due to overtourism. One aspect is important to be well maintained is the fact that this beautiful place can suffer some changes. For example, Snowdonia can be in danger of stagnation if the place will start to be destroyed by tourists and this can go through a complete closure for travellers.

According to UNWTO (2004) the tourism has both positive and negative impact on social, cultural, economic and environmental aspects in all systems that interacts with.

Doxey (1975) cite that negative aspects of tourism gradually increase especially in the maturation stage. 

During the pandemic some tensions between Snowdonia locals and tourists were observed. When the restrictions began to relieve in 2020 in the summer, thousands of people going to the area to enjoy the views. The locals were seeing this as a obvious disregard for lockdown rules. People were fine by the police and, they turned away more than 100 more cars (Rising tension between Snowdonia locals and tourists caught on camera during pandemic, 2021).










4 Conclusion

To conclude this report, as has been discussed during the contents page, Snowdonia was presented as a tourist destination. Some of the exploration sides were presented as well as the attractions and ways to travel. The Butler life cycle and Doxey’s index model have been impacted the report in some contexts. Snowdonia is a very well-liked destination for travellers.



























5. Recommendations
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