Appendix 1

	Date and time, year group: Monday the 27 of September 2022 at 9.15, year 4


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

First lesson: Mathematic and Numeracy 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the Mathematics lesson, Child A was showing confusion and disengagement in the math lesson and did not start on the task even when he/she was asked by the class teacher. The researcher observed this disengagement, therefore asked what the problem was, and the child stated that ‘maths is very hard, and I do not want to do the task’. Halfway through the lesson and after completing the first task, the class teacher introduced a differentiated task. The teacher explained to the class that there are three different levels of challenges, with each having an extension question at the end. The pupils were given choice to choose between easy, difficult, or intermediate levels of challenge. The researcher observed Child A choosing the easy task as he/she was more confident at that level and was able to complete the task. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

What could be under the hood: 

· Difficulties of Mathematics.
· Lack of understanding in mathematics.

Avenues of research:
· Further study into the importance of differentiation in the classroom. 
· Further study into the reasons behind disengagement in lesson.
· Mathematics anxiety.
· Further study into Dyscalculia in primary school-age children. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Early in the morning 
· Large class with 31 pupils. 







Appendix 2 
	Date and time, year group: Monday the 26 of September 2022 at 9:10, year 4

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

First lesson: Mathematic and Numeracy – rounding to the nearest 10 and 100. 
Low to the middle group.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
 
Child A came in anxious and distressed. The child is learning English as an additional language (Arabic is his/her first language). The child showed anxiety during the math lesson (first lesson) and did not engage in the lesson at all. Child A did not write his answer down, despite being able to tell me the answer after explaining to him how it works (1-1 support). The class teacher then went over to try to put him on task again by explaining to him how to solve the question and then by the end of the lesson Child A slowly got on task and became engaged. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

What could be under the hood:

· After speaking to the class teacher, I found out that the child did not have enough sleep due to some family events. I also find out that the child did not enjoy going to school and did not attend any school trips. 
· Difficulties in English as a second language. 
· Having learning difficulties with math e.g., dyscalculia.
· Finding maths challenging and anxious.

Avenues of research: 
· A deeper study to why children find maths difficult. 
· Study dyscalculia in primary-age children. 
· A deeper study into the importance of sleep-in children. 
· Investigate the problem posed by English as a second language/ children with EAL engagement and attainment in the classroom.
· Scaffolding children’s learning. 

* The child is not an English native speaker- learning difficulties!
* The child is in a low to middle-math ability class. 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Early in the morning. 
· Large class with 31 pupils. 





Appendix 3
	Date and time, year group: Monday the 26 of September 2022 at 11:00, year 4


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Literacy lesson – Assessment for Learning


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the literacy assessment, child A is disengaged due to not being able to identify and use recount features. Child A was trying to look at the friend next to him but was warned by the class teacher that he/she cannot look, as the teacher wanted to know what stage every child is at in this class by assessing them. I and the TA were not allowed to answer any questions asked by the children but only were allowed to read the question to the children if they were not able to read. Again, this was to allow the class teacher to see what stage his pupils are at and what extra support could be given to help the child. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· The test might be complicated for children. 
· Lack of literacy skills. 
· Lack of interest in the task.

This could lead to a 
· Study the importance of assessment for learning.
· Scaffolding children learning – Vygotsky's theory. 
· A deeper study into literacy difficulties.
· A deeper study of reasons for disengagement in the classroom. 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· A large class of 31 pupils 
· Before lunch. 





