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ECGE4001 Portfolio of Study Skills
Assessment Task
Part 1
In Iceland and other countries, they feel it’s important that children play outdoors. In a study of discourses regarding the outdoor environment of Icelandic policy documents. It was clear that the outdoor environment is viewed as something great for children. In the curriculum guidelines the outdoors is seen as a learning environment, noticing their natural surroundings, as a place for exercise and a healthy lifestyle. (Norodahl and Johannesson 2014)
The emphasis of using the outdoors for activities has been used for many years by teachers in Iceland. For children aged one to six they will have outdoor play throughout the school day. Whereas the children aged six to sixteen have outdoor play usually at break time. There isn’t enough research to tell us about the learning teachers do outside of school. Ȯladȯttir (2008), has stated that teachers do more outside than what they used to do. In the capital Reyjkavik they state that 70% of the schools use outdoor education frequently.
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Part 2
This essay discusses forest schools. The Forest School Network identified that forest schools are;
An inspirational process, that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve. Enabling them to develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in woodland environments. (O’Brien and Murray 2006). 

 “Many parents feel that their children do not attend woodland environments with their schools, as much as they did when they were children. The reason for this could be that there are plenty of activities to do indoors for the children now, compared to when their parents were young.” (O’Brien and Murray 2006). “There is also research that shows if children do not go outdoors and play, then they are missing out on the physical and emotional benefits of access to nature.” (Thompson et al.2004). Learning in an outdoor environment, is very different to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to use Forest Schools in their curriculum, especially for the foundation children.
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Part 2b
1. Failing to acknowledge the source of your information can lead to you being accused of plagiarism. I believe that it’s important to avoid doing this. If you are accused of plagiarism you can get into serious trouble. The university applies a range of penalties depending on the severity of the issue.

2. You must reference after any quotation, whether it’s within the sentence or at the end of the sentence. Therefore, the statement is False.

3. Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information, it can be altered by anyone. The information you are reading could be incorrect. I believe the statement is false.

4. A set of instructions that explain how to present a very long quotation:
· Firstly, start a new paragraph. Write a few linking sentences, discussing the relevance of the long quotation.
· Secondly, you will need to indent the long quotation, leaving a few spaces between your linking sentences. Also leaving a few spaces at the end of the quotation before starting to write again.
· Thirdly, reference your long quotation. Quotation marks are not needed when writing a long quotation.
· Lastly, make sure the long quotation is presented consistently throughout your text.

5. To begin to conduct research for an academic assignment you firstly, start with looking at your notes from your lectures. Then look at the assignment brief again to see what you are being asked to do. You can then start to use one or all of these sources to conduct your research.
· Library
·  Books
·  Journal articles
· Government publications
· Newspaper articles
 
Reference list:
Hari M, Why is Wikipedia not a reliable source, May 16th 2011. https://www.knowswhy.com/why-is-wikipedia-not-a-reliable-source/
Richard Pears and Graham Sheilds(2013)Cite Them Rite, Ninth Edition, section c, p.8.
Stella Cottrell (2008) The Study Skills Handbook, Third Edition, p.131.
University Regulations (2019), Undergraduate Student Guide, p.16.
Part 3
In this critical response, the writer will be analysing an article written by Patricia W. Agatston Ph.D., Robin Kowalski, Ph.D. and Susan Limber, Ph.D. This article is called ‘Student’s Perspectives on Cyber Bulling’. This study looks at the authors understanding of the impact, that cyber bulling has on students from, four different schools in Marietta, Georgia. The authors believed that the students, parents and teacher’s knowledge of prevention techniques needed to be improved. To do this the authors suggest that classroom lessons include prevention techniques. The authors conducted focus group studies on 150 students, from two high schools and two middle schools to support their evidence. The authors additionally include two other studies conducted by themselves. The writer will include suggestions on to how the article could be improved. The writer will also be mentioning the strengths and weaknesses of the article.
In this article, the main finding is a study conducted by Kowalski and Limber. The study included 3767 students, in grades 6-8. They conducted a survey for the children to complete. In the evidence collected, it was found that 78% of the students surveyed, had never experienced cyber bulling. 11% of students were victims of cyber bullying. 7% of students were bully/victims and 4% of students were bullies themselves. With this evidence the authors can gain an understanding of how cyber bulling effects that certain school. However, the authors could have conducted surveys across several schools to really get an understanding of the impacts cyber bulling has on students in Marietta. The writer believes that the authors intentions throughout this article, are to educate students and teachers on cyber bullying. The authors wanted the schools involved in the studies, to accept bullying prevention programs, which include classroom lessons on cyber bullying and the right prevention techniques that are needed.
The writer considers this articles structure. The article is written well. The authors have used paragraphs in the correct way, however linking sentences between paragraphs could have been used. In the first and last paragraph, the information has been repeated. There has been a small amount of statistics to back up the argument, that cyber bulling is in fact an issue in some schools across Marietta. The writer cannot find an appendix; however, additional information has been added throughout the text. The writer considers that the language style of the article is aimed at an academic audience. The article includes articulate language however, the article in certain paragraphs does not make sense. The article also includes a range of studies conducted by the authors. The writer understands there has been no use of persuasive language.
The writer believes that the clear problem, being portrayed to the reader, is that cyber bulling is an issue, in schools across Marietta. The authors claim that female students are affected more by cyber bullying than male students. The evidence to back that statement up, is the focus groups that the authors conducted in the schools. However, this study was written in 2007. Technology has changed drastically since 2007, now it is 2019, and technology is used considerably more than in 2007. This indicates to the writer, that the information in the article is not, reliable enough to support the argument. Included in the article is a third study, where the two middle and two high schools were selected in diverse socioeconomic (SES) data. The authors have explained one high school’s data results, they include percentages of children who receive free-school meals, or who do not receive free-school meals. The writer feels this information is invalid to this article, it shows no evidence towards the argument. However, the authors did conduct a study that backs up their argument, that cyber bulling needs addressing in classroom lessons. They held focus groups, including 150 students from two different middle and high schools. The focus groups were approximately 45 minutes in length, students were divided by gender. The students were asked several questions by same gender student assistance councillors. The evidence the authors collected from this study is that particularly female students felt they were subject to cyber bullying. They additionally found that students did not feel comfortable in telling school staff if they were experiencing cyber bullying. In the writer’s opinion, this study gives the most relevance to the text, however there could be improvements to how they explain results and use that evidence to conclude. The writer believes the evidence given in the article, is not effective enough to support their argument. The writer feels that the authors could have asked more students to join the focus groups. The writer acknowledges that there is no clear written conclusion, however the writer can understand what the authors concluded. The authors conclude, that children have easy access to the internet and social networking site MySpace. They feel that as technology becomes more advanced that children will experience cyber bullying at a higher level. The authors understand that they must educate students and teachers on cyberbullying to prevent future bullying. 
To conclude, the writer’s overall opinion is that the authors have produced a well written article. The article includes a large amount of information, about the affects cyber bullying has on certain students in the schools they attended. However, the writer feels that there is need of improvement. Some of the information in the article has been repeated, therefore the article does not make academic sense. The article is based on findings and information from 2007, that is around twelve years old. Therefore, the information is not reliable. Technology has changed drastically in the past 12 years, there is more social networking sites like Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat. These sites show more explicit images and expose children to a greater amount of cyber bullying. The writer believes this is not an appropriate academic article.
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