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[bookmark: _Hlk509495032]In Your View, How Important are ‘Islamic Schools’ for Muslims in the United Kingdom? (1000)
[bookmark: _Hlk514150534][bookmark: _Hlk513469852]Islamic schools in Britain are frequently presented negatively within the media as centres for radicalization and segregation. This essay shall address to what extent Islamic schools are important to British Muslims. 

[bookmark: _Hlk511378606]During the 1960s Muslims fought for the religious needs of their children whilst at school including halal meals, modest uniforms and the recognition of Eid and Friday prayers.[footnoteRef:1] The Education Reforms Act 1988 introduced religious education to the curriculum to appease Muslim parents, however Islam was taught from a secular perspective.[footnoteRef:2] This increased demands for Islamic schools and madrassas. In 1997 there were only 58 Muslim schools within Britain and of the 7,000 religious state schools none were Islamic as the government frequently refused applications.[footnoteRef:3] In 2005 500,000 British Muslim children attended education, by 2010 there were 2.2 million.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Gilliat-Ray 2010:149. ]  [2:  Anwar 1994:30. Gilliat-Ray 2010:149-150. ]  [3:  The Runnymede Trust 1997:48-49. ]  [4:  Halstead 2005:104. Abbas 2010:21. ] 


According to Muslims knowledge is a gift from God. Students should be taught by an exemplar teacher who expresses the Prophet Muhammad’s teachings and addresses subjects and education in accordance to the Qur’an.[footnoteRef:5]  In the Qur’an God bestows his knowledge to Adam and verse 41:53 states that God shall show humans knowledge.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Hewer 2001:521-523. Ashraf 1985:93. ]  [6:  Shah 2012:53. Al-Attas 1979. Ashraf 1985:4. Also see Qur’an 3:7, 3:8, 6:105, 22:54 and 24:6 as other examples of knowledge bestowed to humans (Hossain 1979:93). The Qur’an also states in Surah 58:11 that knowledge gives Muslims supremacy over those who do not have knowledge (See Gilliat-Ray 2010:147). Education is requirement of God and seeking his knowledge is faraz to proceed on the path of taqwa and to develop into a khalifatullah on behalf of God (Shah 2012:53-54. Ashraf 1985:4).] 

Madrassas provide Islamic curriculums for children up to 14 years old addressing the Qur’an, the Prophet Muhammad and the Hadith.[footnoteRef:7] They focus upon reading the Qur’an and its repetition.[footnoteRef:8] Madrassas are important for Muslim communities to reassert their children’s cultural, religious and language heritage.[footnoteRef:9] Therefore they are growing in numbers and strength.[footnoteRef:10]  [7:  Cherti and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:18. The Runnymede Trust 1997:17. Gilliat-Ray 2010:153. ]  [8:  Cherti and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:13. The Runnymede Trust 1997:17. ]  [9:  Cherti and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:68. ]  [10:  North 1987:38. ] 


Islamic schools are important for Muslims as British state schools do not cater for their needs. They are failing to provide sex segregation, Islamic philosophy, halal food, and suitable Islamic dress.[footnoteRef:11] Western education is secular, individualistic and scientific which does not provide subjects from an Islamic perspective.[footnoteRef:12] This makes it difficult for a Muslim to obtain God’s knowledge when western education focuses upon employment.[footnoteRef:13] Therefore Muslim parents believe that western culture is threatening religious values and resort to home schooling.[footnoteRef:14]  [11:  Halstead 2005:104. The case of Shabina Begumin 2002 and the Lancashire school Halal debate 2017 are examples of this. For Hijab debates see BBC 2017, 31st January 2017. Swinford and Hope 2013, The Telegraph 15th September 2013. Jeffreys 2016, BBC News 26th January 2016.  Nagesh 2017, The Metro 3rd September 2017. Some hijab debates have revolved around Ofsted and Headteachers especially Neena Lall. See Halliday 2017, The Guardian 28th November 2017. Kerr 2018, The Sun 29th January 2018. Goslett 2018, The Sun 3rd February 2018. Adams 2018, The Guardian 1st February 2018. Bracchi 2018, The Daily Mail 2nd February 2018. There are some columnists who try to defend Muslim ideology on these issues but they are very limited for example Ramiz 2017, The Guardian 20th November 2017. For Shabina Begumin see Johnson 2006, The Telegraph 23rd March 2006. Welch 2007:188. Aslam 2005, The Guardian 3rd March 2005. For Lancashire Halal debate see Rahim 2017, The Guardian 30th October 2017. Pidd, Perraudin and Solomon 2017, The Guardian 26th October 2017. Perraudin 2017, The Guardian 22nd December 2017. Horton 2017, The Telegraph 26th October 2017.]  [12:  Husain and Ashraf 1979:14, 17. ]  [13:  Shah 2012:54. ]  [14:  Anwar 1994:9. Hewer 2001:518.] 


Muslim education within British state schools can be affected by several issues including Islamophobia, prejudices, low expectancies and teachers overlooking Muslim identity.[footnoteRef:15] In 2017 Muslims in Britain without any qualifications was 22%.[footnoteRef:16] It has been suggested that mainstream schools should provide Muslim teachers as role models, Arabic lessons and religious education whilst also recognizing Muslims sensitivity to subjects such as music, drama and sex education.[footnoteRef:17] But most mainstream schools are multicultural, therefore it is difficult to provide religious requirements for all students.  [15:  Halstead 2005:104.]  [16:  Hussain 2017:21. ]  [17:  Halstead 2005:104-105, 180. ] 


Islamic schools are important for Muslims mostly because they provide Arabic language. This is essential for Muslims as they practice their religion in its original form, as spoken by the Prophet Muhammad. Arabic is crucial to discover Gods knowledge in the Qur’an, to learn about the prophets and more importantly how to pray in Arabic, which mainstream schools do not provide.[footnoteRef:18] Therefore Islamic schools provide an environment where Muslims children can learn from an Islamic perspective. [18:  For example Al-Khair independent secondary school promotes Islamic faith, Arabic and is an outstanding Ofsted school which balances Islamic teaching and provides children with a curriculum to encourage and create Muslim academics (Buckland 2015, Evening Standard 8th December 2015. Al-Khair School 2018). ] 


It is perceived that education is important to promote integration within a multicultural society.[footnoteRef:19] Islamic schools however can quintessentially create an environment where Muslims are secluded and isolated from others of a non-Islamic faith. Faith schools raise issues associated with segregation, fundamentalism and prejudiced curriculum.[footnoteRef:20] For example the Darul Uloom in Kent is taught in Islamic Sharia methods, subjects such as music, drama and languages, other than Arabic, are excluded from the curriculum due to their un-Islamic nature.[footnoteRef:21] Problematically these Darul Ulooms seclude pupils from other cultures.[footnoteRef:22] Therefore students of Islamic schools may find it difficult to communicate with others of different faiths, possibly creating future seclusion from the rest of society.  [19:  Halstead 2005:104. ]  [20:  Walford 2008:689. The Runnymede Trust 1997:48. McCreery, Jones and Holmes 2007:213. For example during a recent Ofsted report of the Islamic Olive Tree Primary School Luton, they displayed books which promoted a lack of British values (Turner 2018, Telegraph 16th January 2018). ]  [21: Geaves 1999:372.  Fernandes 2010, Daily Mail 20th June 2010. ]  [22:  Fernandes 2010, Daily Mail 20th June 2010. Also the Darul Uloom in Kent has been regarded by Ofsted as ‘Inadequate’ (Ofsted 2018. Inspection Date 9th May 2017). ] 


This also raises concerns with mainstream schools that have a high percentage of Muslim children promoting Islamic ideologies. The ‘Trojan Horse Letter’ 27th November 2013 claimed Islamic teachings were being forcefully implemented within Birmingham schools.[footnoteRef:23] Out of the 14 schools investigated 10 installed governors to endorse Islamic principles.[footnoteRef:24] This is a concern as school governors were imposing their own religious concepts on Muslims who sought education from a western perspective.   [23:  Kershaw 2014:3. The Muslim Council of Britain 2011:39. ]  [24:  See Kershaw 2014:7-8. ] 

	
There have also been questions raised as to whether Madrassas should be regulated. Most are private, unregistered, poorly funded and potentially illegal which can promote radicalization and a lack of British values by uneducated Imams or teachers with no CRB checks teaching within homes, community centres or mosques.[footnoteRef:25] Madrassa Imams are mostly non-British who are unable to connect with issues facing young British Muslims such as racism and Islamophobia.[footnoteRef:26]  [25: Coughlan 2016b, BBC News 6th October 2016. The Association of Muslim Social Scientists 2004:39. Cherti and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:10, 30, 68. Cherti, Glennie and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:14. Hayer 2009, BBC News 14th October 2009. Staff and Agencies 2013, The Guardian 2nd October 2013. Adams and Gani 2014, The Guardian Friday 21st November 2014.  The British Government are unaware how many Madrassas are operating without the necessary requirements and how many British children attend these (Cherti and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:69. Cherti, Glennie and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:14).  ]  [26:  The Runnymede Trust 1997:17. Cherti and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:68.] 


Students are not actively encouraged to debate or analyse the Qur’an.[footnoteRef:27] The ability to question and analyse is a key skill associated with western education, however the Qur’an is not debated, questioned or challenged because it is the literal word of God and foreign Imams are recruited because of their ability to read the accurate word of God in Arabic. But this can create a situation where individuals are rigidly taught which may lead to people imposing their own beliefs on others.  For example an unqualified teacher taught 11 to 13 year olds in East London schools and madrassas to be active terrorists.[footnoteRef:28] Therefore unregulated madrassas can be damaging to British Muslims. But there is no evidence to suggest that madrassas produce radical British Muslims.[footnoteRef:29] Gholami investigated two supplementary schools in London and discovered that the pupils were clearly well equipped to be British nationals.[footnoteRef:30] [27: Cherti and Bradley 2011:13.]  [28:  Sky News 2018, 27th March 2018. ]  [29:  Cherti, Glennie and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:14.]  [30:  Cherti and Bradley (IPPR) 2011:10. Gholami 2017:577. ] 


Stephen Evans from the National Secular Society claim that all schools should be secular.[footnoteRef:31] However this is debatable as all individuals have the right to freedom of religious expression and identity. By promoting diverse cultural and religious beliefs in all schools provides awareness, respect and tolerance.  [31:  Coughlan 2016b, BBC News 6th October 2016. ] 

	
It is a concern that some Islamic schools are unregulated and can impose their own views on students, creating seclusion and isolation for British Muslims from the rest of society. However it is important for Muslims to maintain their cultural and language heritage to uphold their religion. Islamic schools provide an environment where students can express their religion freely without fear of prejudice and can read and recite the Qur’an in Arabic to acquire God’s knowledge, which is not provided within mainstream schools.
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