
The hidden curriculum is anything taught in an educational establishment that has unintended outcomes. 

The outcomes are life skills and values unintentionally learnt which are not included in  the current 

National Curriculum. 

• Rights 

Respecting School 

• School Council 

• Sixth Form ‘World of Work’ Curriculum 

• Extra Curricula activities 

• Residential Trips 

• Local Community Links 

• Class Rules 

• Events 

• School Self-evaluation  

’

 

• Visual guide to measure power 

• How much power do our pupils have? 

Article 12 

I have the 

right to be        

listened to, 

and taken   

seriously. 

 

 

Marxist Functional 

Social Class 

Education divides society into distinct   

social-classes the ruling (bosses) and   

working class (workers) 

Hidden Curriculum 

Argue the hidden curriculum is tool of the 

ruling class, and teaches children to     

accept their position in an unequal and 

exploitive society.  

 

 

Meritocracy 

If you make the effort you will be rewarded. 

Functionalists believe everyone has the      

opportunity to get qualifications, but if you fail 

to achieve at school it is nobody's fault but 

your own!  

Hidden curriculum 

The hidden curriculum helps to integrate     

future generations into society’s by ‘teaching’ 

and reinforcing them with society’s norms and 

values in order to establish a understanding , 

and respect for others values as well as their 

own. 

 

From this…. 

… to this. 

Convergent 

Thinking 

Divergent 

Thinking? 

Curriculum of 1988 

Curriculum for 2020 

Wider skills 

J. Bruners Learning Spiral 

• Active Learning Process 

• Learners construct new ideas and concepts based 
on existing knowledge 

• Curriculum should be organised so learner can build 

on what they have already learnt 

Skinner  

Operant Conditioning 

“humans repeat acts that that 

lead to favourable outcomes 

and suppress those that lead 

to negative results.” 

• Rewards and Sanctions 

https://ieduc8.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/spiral.png
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