Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist?

The existence of a higher being, such as a God, has been highly debated for centuries. Although there are atheists today who claim to completely deny the existence of any God, there are also many other religions who support the claim that there is a God. God is completely subjective to every individual on this planet therefore is there really any way to confirm nor deny the existence of it. During this essay I will have discussed whether the existence of evil can provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist, using thoughts and writings from philosophers such as Plato and Baruch Spinoza. 
Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677), although traditionally brought up in the Sephardic Jewish community, held non-traditional views on God and religion, itself. Spinoza’s interpretation of God was not the same as everyday folk, the widely known version of God that is still known as today for most groups. For Spinoza, God was not the saviour, King or military strategist who called upon our people to fight in the name of, he did not see our sins nor expect anyone to repent, he does not judge nor reward the loyal of the promise of the afterlife. He believed that every representation of God as a person like figure, is a projection of their imagination. However, Spinoza did not declare himself an atheist as one might align these thoughts with, he had a different approach to what he believed God was. Spinoza's God was the soul of the world, he was the nature and the whole universe. There is no human form of a God, therefore this version of God would not have the same virtues as us human beings, what we feel is good and evil would be a part of nature therefore it is all a part of God. God, therefore, is not an external figure but internal, the mind and body of us all with possibly no thought of his own, but instead flowing through our thoughts as a guide between us and the rest of the world.
 Using Spinoza’s philosophical approach on God, the question whether the existence of evil could provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist, is not the evil undermines the existence of God, rather supports it. Evil, as subjective to the individual it is, is a part of nature. Without knowing what good is nor having it, we would not know what evil is. If it is fair to believe that God is the reason for good, and if God is the reason for everything, he must then be the reason for our evil. But this does not necessarily eradicate God, as in Spinoza’s Ethics (Nadler, 2009) God is viewed more as a substance than a human like figure. This argument of substance puts evil and good in the same category when it comes to God, as substance provides us with everything in our universe, the good and the bad. Therefore, with Spinoza’s God, evil is another reason to believe in fact that God is all around.
Plato (around 420 BC- 384/347 BC), addresses God as a singular unity of good, a higher level of good rather than a material good. This higher source of good is the reason for change in the world, it is higher than the human imagination goes when we identify good and bad, as it is all the worlds good in one (Damos, 1937). This specific good has no material value, thus meaning the subjectiveness of good within humankind, is at the bottom of the hierarchy of this higher good. This good, seems to be the creator of it all. This good therefore cannot flow without a sense of evil, as that is what makes us what we are. If the higher good, or God, is the creator, and with this creation births mankind, then the argument that evil provides evidence against the idea of God cannot exist. Plato's idea of God must make us ask ourselves what we value as good and evil, and whether it is manmade. As we share the similarity of life, our experiences of it differ, thus giving us a different approach to good and evil. When Plato is discussing this higher good it is almost impossible that this good is the same as our idea of good.
Plato and Spinoza share very similar philosophical ideologies on what is God. Although Plato differs in the number of Gods he seems to refer to. In Greek mythology, there are several God’s, many of them which can be seen as evil, or bad. God’s such as Moros, the god of doom and Apopis, Hades, the god of Evil, (Evslin, 2014) were God’s that Plato would have to be including when discussing this higher good. This can be confusing, if Plato’s understanding of God is a higher good, and if his understanding of god is the many gods of Greek mythology, then how does this higher God exist and where does he belong within the same belief system. Does this mean that although there are the God’s of evil and good, that his idea of higher good is not anything like the God’s of all good things, but the creator of our perception of it. This good has no scale of good and evil, but only is the mother of all things, like Spinoza’s idea of God. 
To conclude, both Plato and Spinoza’s idea of God seem to include the existence of evil, thus the evidence of evil only provides even more evidence that God in fact does exist. If we had no God, in the eyes of these philosophers then we would have no evil and no good, and if we had no evil nor good, we simply would not be here, as that is what makes us human. To understand that evil and good are manmade, and that God is not a man, differentiates the good and evil from God, as he does not control it only creates.
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