This essay has been constructed to explore education in the majority world. We shall further be investigating the education system and barriers that may arise for children and young people in Afghanistan both pre and post conflict. 
Afghanistan currently has a population of approximately forty million (Worldometer,2022), with the majority living in their capital city of Kabul, and forty two percent of this number are children and young people under the age of fourteen (Humaniam, 2022). Afghanistan has been a country in conflict for many years, with the internal Afghan war of 1978 between anti-communists and communist government groups, leading to the overthrow of the government in 1992 (Britannica, 2022). According to UNICEF, Afghanistan’s education system had been destroyed over the three decades of conflicts in the country, this even more so in rural areas of their cities, with an estimated three million children not receiving any education (2022).
Afghanistan has two education systems for their children and young people, the first is religious, and taught by Mulas. They oversee the teaching of the Koran, aspects of literacy and numeracy. In 1962 the second system was introduced, but has never been fully implemented, it was described as ‘obligatory and gratuitous’ schooling for children and young people between the ages of seven and fifteen, but not all those eligible attended. Since the fall of the Taliban, schools previously destroyed are now being rebuilt and education is slowly being accessed once again, Primary education now lasts six years, students will need to pass an entrance exam, to be admitted into secondary education. This is divided into 2 groups: ‘from the 7th to the 9th grade and from the 10th to the 12th grade.’ (Study Country. 2022.)
Jeaniene Spink constructed a journal on education and politics in the country after investigation, “Education and politics in Afghanistan: the importance of an education system in peacebuilding and reconstruction (2005)”, where she describes the government wanting to build on their education system as early as 1919, with two main aims wanting to be achieved: develop technical skills for people throughout the country, such as doctors and engineers; and to create a national identity for the newly independent Afghanistan (P.196). Most of the foundation for the educational system in Afghanistan was established after Shah Amanullah succeeded leadership and national independence in 1919. In 1922, the Ministry of Education had been created and Prince Abdur Rahman was appointed as the country's first Minister of Education. Rahman with fellow members of the movement began to create primary schools, but not all were taught in the same languages. There was an English and German primary school, and another who adopted the French national curriculum, this was an attempt to bring Afghanistan closer to the educational standards in Turkey, Egypt and most importantly Europe (Hekmatullah Sadat, 2004). Unfortunately, enemies of the state propagated that government schooling is unreligious and if children attended these schools, they were at risk of being branded infidels. This was one of the first barriers for Afghan families to achieve eligible education. In the period of years between 1921-28 over eight females attended a girls only high school, a huge triumph in Afghan education, which was sadly destroyed, after a new monarchy gained power and proceeded to close all schools in Afghanistan, this beginning the years of conflict to follow in the country.
This could possibly relate to Bourdieu’s social capital theory, Bourdieu was concerned with the nature of culture, how it becomes reproduced and transformed, the connection of social stratification and the reproduction and exercise of power (Tristan Claridge, 2015). One of his key contributions was the relationship between different types of such capital, including economic, cultural, social, and symbolic. For Bourdieu, social capital is linked to the reproduction of class, status, and power, so it is based on the notion of power over as opposed to power to. This fits with the monarchy of Afghanistan during that period, showing they had ‘power over’ their population, by coming into reign, and closing schools without thinking about the implications and destruction it may then cause to families and students alike.
In the 1950s expansion efforts began for Afghan education to improve quality, Afghanistan government officials asked UNESCO to send help for its educational system. In 1955, the Institute of Education was created and later integrated into Kabul University. Two years later, further faculties were established and in 1962, the Faculty of Education and the Institute of Industrial Management was founded.
Efforts to expand the educational services are accounted by Wilber (1962):

"In 1960 there were 175,600 pupils in 1,110 elementary schools of whom 19,000 were girls some 11,300 students, of whom 2,500 were girls, attended seventeen middle schools and eighteen secondaries, there were thirty vocational schools with some 5,000 students, most of whom were young men some 193,000 students were enrolled in schools in Afghanistan and abroad, a figure double that of a decade [1950] earlier" (P. 85 & 87).

This would soon come to change with the future wars and conflicts becoming imminent, with the Afghan war of 1978. Once war had broken, families began to flee to neighboring cities and countries, with many seeking shelter in refugee camps on the borders. Children and young people in attendance of these camps were still trying to achieve some education, albeit not a formally recognized system that they had become used to. It was reported that some children were being taught using military notions to help with visual teaching, “..three tanks plus two rocket-propelled grenades is equal to five instruments... weapons of war were used as typical examples for teaching arithmetic - common, as they were, as apples and oranges" (Prusher, 2002, P. 12).”
Slowly, what is now known as Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) were being created throughout the country, but it was going to take a lot more help, commitment, and expansion due to the increasing conflicts and colonization happening in Afghanistan pre millennium.
Post millennium life became more difficult for Afghan families and their children, when the Al-Qaida took over reign of the country, and then the Taliban, all resulting in British and American troops invading Afghanistan space, a now war-torn country.
One thing that both militant groups had in common, not allowing girls to attend schools. Most recently, whilst the Taliban is still in control of Afghanistan, it has been reported after a small hiatus, boys and male teachers have been allowed to return to their education settings, but female teachers and pupils are all still to remain at home (Emma Graham-Harrison, 2021.) this decision makes Afghanistan the only country in the world to now allow half their population to achieve a secondary education. This decision made echoes those made when the Taliban were first in power, almost history repeating itself. Education and literacy are so strongly valued in Islam that the Taliban cannot ban females attending schools on Islamic grounds, so they always said they would open them when security improved but are yet to do so or decide on when this can happen. Graham-Harrison further portrays in her report that although the Taliban has made this decision regarding schooling, females are still allowed to attend higher education, in gender-segregated classes, but with young girls not in other forms of education, after the current cohort graduates, there will be no females ready to study at that level.
Sultan Bakarat, (2021.) has written for the AlJazeera Network, portraying even though in the last twenty years there have been advances within education in Afghanistan, more than four million children are not receiving any learning, with over half being girls. This ongoing crisis is set become the worlds biggest education emergency if support is not given soon.
With Afghan livelihoods threatened, many Afghan families will inevitably be forced into choosing survival over pursuing an education. There is a real risk that the quantity and quality of education will drop precipitously, with the madrassa re-emerging as the main form of schooling in Afghanistan and a lost generation of Afghan children being denied educational opportunities.
Not only are these children and their families likely to suffer, but after two decades worth of conflicts, a lot of schools will need to rebuilt, and sadly teachers lives were lost, with currently two hundred and twenty thousand teachers, more will be needed to ensure every child receives their entitled education. Another added fear for parents to keep their daughters at home and not in school is, educating adolescent girls carries multiple perceived risks which often outweigh the benefits from the parents’ perspective. During the Taliban’s rule in the 1990s, girls and women were banned from going to school, thinking this would be preserving a female’s purity, girls were subsequently allowed to go to school after their initial fall in 2001, many families still carried the fear. The threat of sexual harassment, abuse, rape, and out of wedlock pregnancies are still prevalent factors that deter parents from sending their daughters to school (Unicef, 2019). Charities and organizations like Unicef are all trying to send help and support to hopefully tackle these issues, hopefully breaking down the barriers in the way of girls attending education settings. 
Even though on the downfall, another barrier faced by young girls, is forced child marriages. With a report showing data collected from women between the ages of twenty and twenty four, only nine percent explained being married before they had turned eighteen. The data also has shown that those married under eighteen, were most likely to drop out, or not complete their education after marriage. Inadequate hygiene systems also pose a barrier to young girls and female teachers in Afghanistan education settings. WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) facilities and Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) facilities in schools are critical in managing a safe environment for females. A study conducted by UNICEF in the year 2010 showed of over seven thousand schools in twenty four Afghan provinces, that only thirty seven percent of all surveyed schools had safe drinking water and only around half of co-education schools had separate toilets for girls and boys. Other studies found that an estimated 30 percent of girls stay home during menstruation due to the lack of safe facilities being made available to them.
In 2009 the law, Elimination of Violence Against Women (EVAW), was passed and further revised in 2018, counting twenty two acts of abuse furthermore as punishable crimes, hoping to deter violence against women in Afghanistan, including not allowing girls to attend schooling. This law, even though passed, remains not fully implemented, with women in fear of reporting incidents. The Human Rights Watch (HRW) conducted a report and shared their findings with the Afghan Government in July 2021. Due to social and cultural norms in Afghanistan that regard violence against women as a private family issue or something shameful that should be not talked about, female victims often do not report beatings, sexual assaults, and other forms of violence. This information shared, again shows that Afghanistan is not fully ready to adapt to the modern day SDG’s, and support is still very much needed within the country, whether it be rural or urban areas.
These could all relate to Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory, or Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. The children and young people, or the girls in question need to have needs met, or a system, before being ready and able to achieve their needs higher up the pyramid, or the outer systems. Basic human rights, such as health, nutrition and hygiene must be met in order to be able to think, engage and be ready for what they may encounter.
The United Nations (UN) have developed the SDG’s, formally Millenium Development Goals (MDG’s), adopted by all its member states in 2015. They describe this as, 
“They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-hand with strategies that improve health and education, reduce inequality, and spur economic growth – all while tackling climate change and working to preserve our oceans and forests.” (2015.)
Afghanistan are a part of the countries who all embed the United Nations agendas within their countries own laws and bills. There were eight original MDG’s in hope to eradicate extreme poverty by the end of 2015, this then developed further into seventeen SDG’s with the year 2030 now the future aim. The seventeen sustainable goals, have five core goals, with these being the upmost important to the UN, People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership, these will comply of one hundred and sixty nine targets to hopefully achieve in the fifteen years until 2030. In her 2021 review, DR. Karima Hamid Faryabi, Afghanistan’s minister of Economy, discusses how her nation are committed to the UN’s 2030 agenda of implementing the SDG’s.  She describes that for Goal one: End poverty, the government has introduced a food delivery during Ramadan and Eid, and has seen a percentage drop of those living in poverty from fifty four percent to forty seven percent in 2020 (P.1). According to Faryabi, Covid-19 may have paused efforts to achieve Zero Hunger: Goal Two by 2030, but are sure they will make substantial progress going forward, with Afghanistan ranked ninety nine out of one hundred and seven countries in terms of a hungry population. On page two, DR. Faryabi investigates Goal Sixteen: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, by describing the many wars and conflicts that have been experienced within Afghanistan, who are still under a Taliban reign, the economic cost of violence for the most affected countries ranges from twenty three to sixty percent, the economic cost of violence was estimated at fifty percent for Afghanistan in the year 2020, whilst being ranked at country one hundred and sixty three in the Global Peace Index of the same year.
Amongst this review, the government has disclosed the need for more education and healthcare aimed towards the children and young people in their population, with over half of this number resulting as those under the age of fifteen. 
There are a few positives that can be mentioned for the education system in Afghanistan. The Central Asia Institute (2019.) report that Afghanistan has one of the worlds worst infant mortality rates, but with proper education, when girls and women are given access to education, they gain more sovereignty over their own reproductive healthcare. This has a significant positive impact on the health and longevity of their children – of Afghanistan’s children. When women are educated correctly, about their own health and that of others, they further know how to care properly for themselves, and future infants, this then lowering the high mortality rate previously seen in the country, in the year 2020 it was disclosed that one hundred children from one thousand would sadly pass away within the first year from birth, with this number expected to decrease when females can be educated once more. Schools can also provide a safe space for children and young people, under a Taliban government, majority of children and young people do not want to agree to go to war, and join the military, they are having to do so because of the lack of employment opportunities that country has to offer. With the right education settings and teachers, children will be able to gain qualifications needed to reach employment without having to seek asylum or refuge in other countries, in the first six months of 2015, over eighty thousand youths applied for asylum in European countries to be able to find homes and employment opportunities. 
To conclude this essay, it could be believed by many that as a whole country, Afghanistan is and continues to try eradicating the issues of its education systems, the upkeep of managing the SDG’s and keeping their population safe under a Taliban government for the second time in its history. Is it enough? Is there more support that can be offered by neighboring countries, Europe, or America? This could be the reason we see more families seeking asylum in the future to help better the lives of their children and young people, instead of them being able to flourish in their own home countries, not living in fear, not living in hunger or poverty, with a poor education under a government who is not willing to help all those eligible achieve this.
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