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SECTION 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic DEVELOPMENT
The chosen research paper is “She didn’t know how to go back: school attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals by Bronte McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester, and Daniel Michelson (2023), which is published in the British Journal of Educational Psychology (McDonald, Kathryn J, Lester, and Michelson, 2023). The problem discussed is school attendance problems, or SAP’s, among children who attend primary schools in Southern England before and during the Covid-19 pandemic (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, (2023). The specific problem identified in the paper is that school closures, disruptions of school routine, and anxiety caused by the pandemic prevented some children from returning to normal school attendance (McDonald, Lester and Michelson 2023). This issue is relevant because low levels of school attendance are associated with poor academic performance, school dropout, unemployment, and mental health problems (McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023). 
Topic development came out of broader interest in rising issues related to attendance at schools which have resumed their work after the period of pandemic-related closure (Department for Education, 2022). The report of the Department for Education stated that the absence of pupil became one of the biggest issues in England after the pandemic, and this explains why the researchers saw attendance as a critical public issue instead of an issue associated with individual families (Department for Education, 2022). The research was conducted on the topic of parents of primary school children suffering from attendance problems and professionals working collaboratively in primary education (headteachers, teachers, educational psychologists, and school mental health practitioners)) McDonald, Lester, and Michelson, 2023). The multi-party approach to conduct research is important because the problem of attendance is always caused by a combination of child, family, school and wider system issues rather than just one particular reason (Melvin et al, 2019). The problem is related to the field of health and social care in the UK because long-term non-attendance of the child may be a sign of anxiety, special educational needs, family problems or issues of safeguarding requiring collaboration of education, health and social care sectors (Heyne et al, 2019). 

Section 2: Understanding the purpose and research question. 
The research was aimed at exploring how the attendance issues for the children of primary-school age manifested themselves in the case of COVID-19 and what community-based approaches could be used to address this issue (McDonald, Leicester and Michelson, 2023.) The three central questions posed in the research include: which factors could be associated with the presence of attendance issues in the case of the COVID-19 context; what kind of support was provided so far both formally and informally and how effective it was; and what interventions can be used in the future for the benefit of the children and their families facing attendance issues (McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023). 

Section 3: Understanding the research methods. 
Quantitative research methodology entails a research approach that makes use of numeric data, measurement, and statistics in order to investigate relationships, patterns, or differences amongst different variables. On the other hand, qualitative research methodology involves investigating peoples’ opinions, meanings and experiences using non-numeric data like interview, open-ended answers and observation. The mixed-methods research methodology involves combining the qualitative and quantative research methodologies so as to ensure that both numeric data and in-depth explanation can be utilised in the research process. The above definitions are relevant to this report because the selected paper focused on perceptions of absenteeism. 
In McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023), a qualitative approach was followed by collecting data in two phrases, Phase one involved using qualitative surveys with parents and professionals, whilst phase two involved conducting interviews with stakeholders informed by results of phase one (McDonald, Lester and Michelson). Even though there were two phases in the research process, it cannot be considered quantitative since both of then involved the collection of open experience data that could be statistically analysed (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). The design can be viewed as qualitative since the study was focused on explaining meanings, experiences and support needs of people associated with the issue (Braun et al, 2020). 
The chosen methodology was justified because issues related to the attendance at schools are complicated and related to emotional, familial, school and a range of social factors (Melvin et al 2019). A quantitative methodology could count the number of absences, measure the level of anxiety of students, etc; however, it would not be able to explain the reason why children find it hard to go back to school as well as their parents who may find it hard to send their children into school as well. It is thanks to the qualitative methodology that participants were able to describe how they feel due to specific anxiety associated with the coronavirus pandemic, disruptions in the routine, anxiety related to catching up with their academic studies and a lack of communication between home and school, and lack of access to the special educational needs (McDonald, Leicester and Michelson (2023). 
Primary data collection was used in the research, as the researchers collected new data from the stakeholders directly for this research project (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). There is a clear difference between primary and secondary data, in that while primary data means collecting new data from the stakeholder, secondary data refers to using the already available sources like reports and past studies (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). In the case of this study, the use of secondary sources was important in the development of the background and justification of the topic of research, but primary data was collected directly from the stakeholder. 
Data collection occurred in two phases. The first phase involved completion of qualitative surveys by 29 parents and 19 professionals on children’s problems attending school, potential reasons, help received and help required in the future (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). Open ended online surveys have proven useful in qualitative research as participants are able to provide answers in their own words but reach those who would otherwise be unavailable for interviews (Braun at al 2020). In the second phase, 10 parents and 12 professionals were interviewed through telephone or zoom conversations and were able to elaborate on the findings of the survey stage (McDonald, Lester, Michelson, 2023). Semi-structured interviews were ideal as they provided guidance but still gave room for elaboration on unforeseen issues. 
Thematic framework analysis was conducted to analyse the data (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). Framework analysis is a qualitative method that allows for categorising and developing themes in large volumes of textual data (Gale et al 2013). In the presented case, the researchers applied both deductive coding, associated with the research questions, and inductive coding, which was related to the new themes raised by the data (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). The strength of this approach is the possibility to avoid presenting isolated comments in the results without proper analysis (Gale et al, 2013). 
The themes identified were the contributors to SAPs reactions to SAPs and further supports required (McDonald, Lester and Michelson 2023). The findings indicated that attendance was an issue particularly for children with special educational needs and pre-existing anxieties and that successful support required positive collaborations between schools and families (McDonald, Lester and Michelson 2023). An advantage of the approach used was that it included the views of both parents and professionals involved increasing the richness of data gathered. However, the study had some limitations in the fact that the sample size was rather small, restricted to Southern England and lacked diversity making it not generalisable and lacking in representativeness, therefore the study could not be applied to all families residing within the UK (McDonald, Lester and Michelson 2023). Despite this drawback, the approach used was still suitable for the study in the sense that it did not have a goal to estimate the national prevalence of the problem but to explore the experience and determine practical needs). 

Step 4: Conclusion 
This research analysis has looked into the paper written by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023) focusing on school attendance problems due to the coronavirus. This paper is significant for UK healthcare and social care since attendance issues are associated with the mental health of children, SEN’s, parental stress and early intervention. The paper identified that SAPs have been affected by pre-existing anxiety, SENs, fear of coronavirus, school of related issues, academic pressure and poor communication between parents and schools (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). In addition, the study revealed that the use of supportive approach including early intervention and peer support was more effective than coercive approach. 
This report has aided to the further development of my knowledge of research skills. I have been introduced to the process of defining research a research topic, describing the research questions, differentiating between types of research including qualitative, quantative and mixed methods as well as identifying primary and secondary sources of data. Thematic framework analysis technique is effective in organizing interviews and surveys into the desired themes. It is essential for my future learning and professional practise because practice of health and social care involves the use of qualitative and quantitative methods and developing a furth understanding in these skills can further my knowledge towards my health and social care career. 
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