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In our lecture we were given some pointers about note-taking, including noting down statistics and case studies. 
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Slide from lecture 3 of Environmental Issues module, 12 October 2020
	Notes taken

· 1.8 billion – overwhelmingly in non-white areas.
· US housing segregation through mortgage lending – Redlining. Resulted in greater black population in areas with worse environmental factors, compounded with lower social capital that means that there is less possibility for change.
· Heat – 1986 Act banned racist redlining.
· Fewer green spaces, buildings reflect/radiate heat. Marked difference in temperature; Less availability of AC compounds problem. Disproportionately affects black neighbourhoods.
· FLINT WATER CRISIS – black majority city. Cost-cutting measure was involved in the change of water supply.
· By law if you have kids in a house without running water, their kids can be taken away, so they have to keep using the poisoned water. Also has bio contaminants.
· SARNIA, ONTARIO – chemical valley. Regular spills and vapour leaks. Factories won’t report so residents have to report themselves.
· ROMA IN EUROPE – landfills built alongside settlements, or forcibly resettled from valuable land into contaminated areas. https://ejatlas.org – environmental justice atlas. 
· Climate migrants are not included in definition of refugee under international law. Instead trying to adapt existing refugee law. By 2050, 1.5 Billion displaced and stateless people but with no legal right to be taken in by another country.
Some people are economically affected by climate change – seen as economic migrant rather than as victim of climate change problems.
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Noting down case studies has been particularly helpful with independent study, as it has allowed me to look these up after the lecture. Learning about case studies has been useful to ground academic concepts and paradigms in real-life examples.
We were tasked to take notes during a documentary on sustainable development in China. The feedback I received was that I had captured a lot of detail, which would be helpful for developing the content into an essay or discussion paper. However, I had not included a summing up analysis. In future I think it would be helpful to summarise my notes or provide signposting in order to make them as helpful as possible. The task also prompted some additional reading and analysis of the current situation, which helped to contextualise the documentary. This highlights why noting down statistics is also worthwhile, as it enables some comparison to serve as a baseline for additional research.
I have had a chance to develop more effective note-taking throughout the semester, as it underpins the main process of learning from lectures. As I draw on my notes in future occasions (for exam revision, essay writing and independent study), I expect to find other ways to develop my own ways to organise and summarise my notes in a way that makes them as efficient and useful as possible.
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An independent research exercise asked us to find an example of a species that had either become extinct recently or that had narrowly avoided that fate through conservation efforts. Initial research was conducted in class, when we were asked to report on our findings and asked some questions. Following that discussion, I conducted further research into the species and the conservation efforts, as set out below:
	Species
	South Island Takahe (Porphyrio hochstetteri)


	Current status:
	Threatened (Endangered) / NZ status: endemic, nationally vulnerable. Population approx. 400.


	When thought extinct, when rediscovered
	Final bird captured in 1898, presumed extinct until rediscovered in 1948.


	Threats / factors
	Predation (primarily stoats), competition for food. Deer (an introduced species) eat same tussock species, which affects plant growth and availability. Also hunting (historically).


	Factors to bringing them back:
	Conservation programme managed by Department of Conservation, dedicated recovery programme. Deer population control by hunting. Conservation island sanctuaries (where predators are excluded by the use of fences / poison).


	Successful? If not, why?
	Successful in slowly increasing population, and NZ conservation status being downgraded to Nationally Vulnerable from Nationally Critical. There was a severe dip to 118 in 1982 due to competition with deer. Future uncertain, as offspring rates are declining and rates of inbreeding are increasing.
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My initial research was quite shallow and focused mainly on their current status and a basic understanding of predation being a key conservation threat to many birds in New Zealand. The discussion questions prompted me to look further into why the position of the Takahe (both its near extinction and its recent conservation success) was different from other similar animals in New Zealand. For future class discussions, I will bring a more analytical approach to presenting research; digging deep to ensure that I can present interesting conclusions and case studies that go beyond the superficial.
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For a class seminar, we reviewed an academic paper on Felix catus and looked at other research sources on the same topic. I used the university library as well as Google Scholar. I have been developing my skills in using research tools to find relevant sources. These include:
the “cited by” tool in Google Scholar, which provides a list of papers that have referenced a particular paper or article;
noting down keywords and using these as search terms;
noting down frequently referenced authors or works, and researching these;
researching the latest work of a particular author.
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I had a chance to develop these skills when constructing my literature review on the Harbour porpoise. It is important to compare and validate your own data with relevant literature already published, and therefore finding papers that are reputable, relevant and represent a complete (or nearly complete) picture, is crucial.
In the context of reviewing academic papers and taking notes, Elanor’s suggestion was to paraphrase the content when taking the note, and add a reference to the note as you go. This was a different method than I had used previously, but it worked very well. I saved a lot of time when constructing my literature review because the content was already in my own words and was referenced. I could also easily refer back to that paper if necessary.
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For each of our assignments, we are required to use the Harvard system of referencing, which includes the use of author’s name and date in the main body, and a full list of references at the end. I was already somewhat familiar with academic referencing, but not in the context of scientific writing. I also was unfamiliar (or had forgotten) the specific rules for each type of reference and how to deal with citations in the main body.
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Following a lecture on report formatting, I made use of Microsoft Word’s in-built citations tool to build up my list of references when writing my literature review on the Harbour porpoise. I submitted a draft assignment and received some feedback on the referencing, in particular that all authors’ names needed to be listed in the full citation.
I also received some useful tips on referencing in a lecture and was directed to the Anglia Ruskin guide to referencing. I understand that, after ensuring that the key information is included in the right format, the most important rule is to ensure consistency throughout.
This feedback made me appreciate that the citations tool has some limitations. Firstly, it does not list all of the authors (instead replacing them with “et al.” where there are more than three). Secondly, it does not include information provided outside the limited fields provided for when adding in a new citation source. It is still a useful tool and one that I may use for future assignments, as it automates in-text citations, making it easier to keep track of them; however, I will be careful to manually review the list of references, to ensure that the references correctly list all authors and capture all necessary information.
I converted all citations in my assignment to static text so that I could manually edit them. This enabled me to properly format the in-text citations, including italicising the “et al.”, and ensure that all necessary information was captured in the full citation.
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In preparation for undertaking the literary review on Harbour porpoises, we were given raw data from porpoise sightings over a number of years to analyse and draw preliminary conclusions.
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When I initially used the data to make conclusions about sightings per month, because of the small sample sizes, it was difficult to find patterns. By combining the months into seasons it became much easier to ascertain patterns and draw conclusions.
I received feedback on the exercise in a one-to-one session and we discussed the importance of not “going down rabbit holes” in the data. During the exercise I improved my ability to critically analyse the reasons behind differences in the data. With a species like the Harbour porpoise, whose physical and behavioural characteristics have a big impact on its distribution, there are often many underlying factors behind the data collected. Being in that critical mindset helped me to analyse the literature and offer more meaningful conclusions.
In my essay I was able to concentrate on those parts of the data that were helpful to support my argument and contextualise information drawn from other sources. In that way I was better able to understand how global trends manifest on a local scale because of the particular characteristics of the species and how it interacts in the local area.
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We were tasked to give a 5 minute “pecha kucha” presentation on a topic of our choice. My chosen topic was “Water Pollution in the River Wye”. I used the Prezi platform to present my slides, which included some examples of pollution in the River Wye, the protected species found there and a case study.
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I received feedback that the presentation could have been improved by the use of statistics, facts and figures, and possibly including further case studies and/or examples. 
Other students had made use of references in their presentations. I now understand that, whether producing a report, poster or presentation, I should ensure that I use proper in-text citations and page numbers where necessary.
I was able to take on board these learning points immediately when preparing another “pecha kucha” presentation as an assignment on the Governance module. The presentation was on Covid 19 and environmental policy options. I made sure to use relevant statistics to illustrate my argument, and referenced them in the body of the presentation, with the full references available at the end. I received additional feedback that I should use “date accessed” when using references.
I am confident that I can prepare presentation slides and deliver content to an audience. However, I have learnt how to tailor my presentation content to a scientific audience and maintain academic rigour, including using proper academic referencing.
I also will look at developing my use of examples and contextualisation in future presentations. Chris’s suggestion was to include a brief overview at the start of the presentation to help the audience know the structure.
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1.8 billion people on this planet live in'extreme poverty
acondition characterised by the UN as “severe
deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe
drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelrer
education and information.

96% of those people reside in South Asia, Sub-Saharan
Africa, The West Indies, and East Asia and the Pacific




