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In this essay the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service will be examined, we will examine a topic closely and determine its key facts and issues. In the first part of the essay who invented it and when they invented it will be looked at and the meaning of ‘policing by consent’ will be explained. The purpose of using ‘policing by consent’ will be looked at and the impact it has on the modern-day police service. Policing before ‘policing by consent’ coming into force will be looked at and compared how it has changed the way police work. 
Sir Robert Peel was a British Conservative statesman and twice a former prime minister of United Kingdom between 1834-1835 and 1841-1846 (Gov.uk, 2022). According to Peel's famous and widely reproduced ‘Peelian Principles’ nine short precepts for maintaining police legitimacy and effectiveness consent-based police are generally defined by the approach taken by Robert Peel as Home Secretary in 1829 when he established the Metropolitan Police (Abolitionist Futures, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_LFeNHhbN]"Policing by consent" means that most citizens support policing when they have transparent information about their powers, are accountable for utilizing those powers and are transparent about their processes (University of Washington, 2022). From 1829, every new police officer was issued 'General Instructions' which contained the following principles: The purpose of police is to prevent crime and disorder, the power the police have to conduct their duties is contingent on public approval and respect, having the respect of the public requires securing the willing cooperation of the public in the task of law enforcement, more respect for the police from the public means less use of physical force and compulsion will be necessary to accomplish the police’s objectives, the police must keep the public favour by demonstrating impartial and full respect of the law, by providing service and friendship to all citizens regardless of wealth or status, and by being willing to offer individual sacrifice to protect the lives of others, police must only use physical force if warnings, persuasion, and talking is insufficient to prevent crime and disorder, and the lowest possible level of force must be used, the police must be the public and they must be members of the communities they serve, paid to carry out duties that are in the interest of everyone there and their relationship with the public must reflect this, the police must stay within their purpose, refraining from carrying out justice, judgement of guilt, and punishment themselves, the evidence of police effectiveness is reduced crime and disorder, not increased display of police force and action in dealing with crime and disorder (Gov.uk (2012). 
[bookmark: _Int_LzHzjfwM]Sir Robert Peel’s idea of inventing 9 principles was so criminals aren’t caught, they're prevented. It would not be necessary to punish citizens or suppress their rights if the police would be able to prevent crime before it happens. Low crime rates would be a sign of an effective police department.









It is essential to earn public support in order to prevent crime, so every member of the community should share responsibility in preventing crime. By respecting community principles, the police earn the support of the public. A reputation can only be built by enforcing laws impartially, hiring officers who understand and represent their communities and using force only when necessary (Law enforcement action partnership, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_t3wjHyxZ]Sir Michael Barber, the Chair of the Strategic Review of Policing explained that despite the system they are operating within, not because of it, police officers in this country are doing an amazing job keeping the public safe. To illustrate why the crisis is so severe, he presented some stark statistics. The vast majority of online fraud goes undetected and unpunished, making up over 40% of all crime today, homicide by sharp instruments has doubled between 2015 and 2021, which is often related to drug trafficking, It is now less than 10 percent of crimes are detected today, which is a drastic fall from the rate of detection in the past two decades and Missing person investigations increased by three million hours per year over the period between 2017 and 2020, as well as the number of people detained under the Mental Health Act (The Police Foundation, 2022). Recruiting and retaining police officers is one of the most challenging tasks facing law enforcement. An analysis by the Police Executive Research Forum of 2021 found that resignations and retirements between 2021 and 2022 increased by 18% and 45%, respectively. There are a few reasons why police officers are leaving their jobs, such as having pressure from family members, negative attitudes towards law enforcement, frustration caused by pandemic and looking for jobs of different profession (Columbia Southern University, 2022). The police forces of England and Wales had 216,155 full-time equivalent employees on 30 September 2020, of whom 61 percent were police officers, 34 percent were police support staff, and 4 percent were police officers. As compared with the previous 12 months, there was a significant increase in the number of police officers and police staff, whereas the number of police community service officers decreased. Additionally, in 2020 there were 10,039 special constables serving in law enforcement agencies in the UK, a decrease of over 900 when compared to 2019 (Wood, 2021).  There are a variety and complexity of challenges facing the police service in England and Wales, which is evident in early results of a major review of law enforcement. In recent years, crime has changed dramatically in both scale and nature, but policing hasn't kept up with this evolution. The Strategic Review of Policing in England and Wales conducted a comprehensive survey of the police landscape in which they operate, which found that traditional crimes such as burglary and car theft have declined since the turn of the century. However, online crime and sexual offenses have increased drastically in its place (Strategic review of policing, 2020). 







[bookmark: _Int_nchRzlmn]In England, constables were local officials tasked with maintaining peace since the Middle Ages, men who took the position for a year were not paid. Additionally, if any of the men witnessed a crime being committed, they were expected to alert everyone else and help to catch the criminals. It was then called hue and cry and was established in 1827. Pay nightwatchmen were first employed in London in 1663. Bow Street Runners were formed in 1749 by London magistrate Henry Fielding in an effort to capture criminals, the name Bow Street came from his office being on Bow Street (Local histories, 2022). 
In conclusion the invention of “policing by consent” has drastically changed the way police currently operates compared to before it was invented. The individuals who are employed to be police officers are being paid for the job that they are doing which before was an unpaid job and was forced for men to do. The invention of the 9 principles means that every police officer obeys to the same law and not self-invented (Legislation, 2022). By having an actual police force instead of local men doing the job, it has made people feel more reassured and protected as nowadays officers are empowered by a state, with the focus to enforce the law, protect citizens and prevent crime (Edge Hill University, 2022). Due to daily crime rising and a lot of crime now happening online, police are not able to prevent it all or even recognise it happening. The fact that a lot of officers have resigned and retired have put police under more pressure, as new crimes are happening daily, but the previous ones still have not been resolved due to officer shortage. It would be beneficial if more officers would be employed to make sure crime is prevented which also would make citizens feel safer and confident in police. To sum up “policing by consent” has made the country change for the better and made citizens feel safer although there are still improvements that must be made due to crime rising and changing drastically in both scale and nature, especially online crime which will continue to rise if improvements are not made. 
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