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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: To what extent does public understanding of the Prevent Duty influence trust in counter-terrorism policing in England and Wales?

Counter-terrorism remains a key priority within policing in England and Wales, particularly in preventing individuals from being drawn into terrorism. The Prevent Duty forms a central component of this approach, aiming to identify and support individuals at risk of radicalisation through early intervention and safeguarding measures rather than prosecution (Home Office, 2023a). As part of the UK’s wider counter-terrorism strategy, Prevent reflects a shift towards early intervention and risk-based policing (UK Parliament, 2023). This approach has been further reinforced through recent policy developments and reviews, which aim to improve the effectiveness and transparency of Prevent (Home Office, 2024).

This topic is worthy of consideration because public trust is fundamental to effective policing, particularly within the UK model of policing by consent (College of Policing, 2015). Recent evidence suggests that public confidence in policing has declined in England and Wales, raising concerns about police legitimacy and effectiveness (UK Parliament, 2024). This is further supported by research from the UK Parliament POST (2024), which highlights ongoing concerns regarding public trust and confidence in policing. Additionally, official inspection findings indicate that maintaining legitimacy remains a key challenge for police forces (HMICFRS, 2023). If a member of the public misunderstands the purpose of Prevent, or perceive it as discriminatory or unfair, this may negatively impact trust and reduce engagement with police.

Research also indicates that public understanding of Prevent is inconsistent. Survey findings conducted by ICM Unlimited (2020) indicate that increased awareness of Prevent is associated with more favourable perceptions of the programme. However, more recent research highlights that misunderstandings remain common, particularly where knowledge is shaped by media narratives rather than official guidance (Binder and Allen, 2024). Media influence plays a significant role in shaping public perceptions of terrorism, often amplifying fear and influencing how counter-terrorism policies are understood (White, 2020). This is supported by wider policing research, which emphasises the importance of maintaining effective policing outcomes (College of Policing, 2025).

In addition, broader analysis of the Prevent strategy highlights ongoing concerns regarding its implementation and communication. Meleagrou-Hitchens (2022) identifies inconsistencies in how Prevent is applied, which may contribute to confusion and scepticism among the public. These issues have been further examined in the Independent Review of Prevent (2023), which highlight both strengths and limitations of the policy and the need for improved clarity and effectiveness. These findings demonstrate that Prevent remains a contested policy within both academic and policy discussions, highlighting the need for a more consistent and ideologically focused approach to prevent individuals from becoming involved in terrorism.

There are also significant ethical and human rights considerations associated with Prevent. Amnesty International UK (2024) argues that the policy may have a “chilling effect” on freedom of expression and community engagement. Similarly, the UK parliament Joint Committee on Human Rights (2017) highlights concerns regarding fairness, discrimination and the potential disproportionate impact on certain communities. These concerns are particularly important when considering the impact on public trust and the need to maintain legitimacy in policing.

Overall, this topic is suitable for an undergraduate dissertation because it addresses a contemporary and highly relevant issue within policing. It brings together key themes of counter-terrorism, public perception, legitimacy, trust and civil liberties. Furthermore, it is practical and achievable within the scope of an undergraduate project, as it allows for the collection of primary data through a public questionnaire. This enables the researcher to explore whether increased public understanding of Prevent leads to greater trust in policing, or whether existing misconceptions continue to undermine public confidence.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Research Aim: To examine the extent to which public understanding of the Prevent Duty influences trust in counter-terrorism policing in England and Wales.
Research Objectives: 
1. To assess the level of public awareness and understanding of the Prevent Duty.
2. To identify common misconceptions surrounding the Prevent Duty and its purpose.
3. To examine the relationship between understanding Prevent and levels of trust in counter-terrorism policing.
4. To explore how participants’ main source of information about Prevent relate to their perceptions of the policy.


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
This research will draw upon a wide range of academic, policy and organisational literature to examine the relationship between public understanding of the Prevent Duty and trust in counter-terrorism policing.

Key policy sources will be used to establish the purpose and implementation of Prevent. The Home Office (2023) Prevent Duty guidance provides the official framework for the policy, outlining its safeguarding-based approach to prevent radicalisation. This will be supported by the Independent Review of Prevent (2023), which offers a critical evaluation of the policy, highlighting both strengths and areas for improvement. Additional government and parliamentary sources, including UK Parliament reports (2023;2024), will provide context on broader counter-terrorism challenges and declining public trust in policing.

Academic and research-based literature will be used to explore issues of public perception, legitimacy, and trust. Binder and Allen (2024) provide insight into how Prevent is understood in practise, highlighting inconsistencies in interpretation and implementation. Similarly, survey findings by ICM Unlimited (2020) demonstrate a link between public awareness of Prevent and more favourable perceptions of the policy. Research into media influence, such as White (2020), will also be utilised to examine how public understanding may be shaped by external narratives rather than direct engagement with policy.

The research will also draw upon key policing texts to establish a strong theoretical foundation. Blackstone’s Policing Student Handbook (2024) and Blackstone’s Counter-Terrorism Handbook (2019) will be used to contextualise Prevent within modern policing practise, particularly in relation to preventative and intelligence-led approaches. These texts offer detailed insight into contemporary policing principles, including legitimacy, accountability and the importance of public cooperation, while also outlining the operational and legal frameworks underpinning counter-terrorism policing in the UK.

Human rights and equality perspectives will also form a key part of the literature base. Amnesty International UK (2024) and the Equality and Human Rights Commission (2024) both highlight concerns regarding the potential impact of Prevent on civil liberties and community relations. These sources will be used to critically evaluate the ethical implications of counter-terrorism policing.

Additional inspection and organisational reports, including HMICFRS (2023) and research from the College of Policing (2025), will provide further context on issues of public confidence, legitimacy, and policing effectiveness.

Overall, this research will utilise a combination of government policy documents, academic research, policing textbooks and organisational reports to provide a balanced and comprehensive understanding of the topic.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
This research will adopt a quantitative research approach, using an online questionnaire to collect primary data from members of the public. A quantitative method has been selected as it allows for the collection of data from a larger sample, enabling patterns and relationships between variables to be identified. This is particularly appropriate for this study, which aims to examine the relationship between public understanding of Prevent Duty and levels of trust in counter-terrorism policing.

Quantitative survey methods are widely used within policing research to measure public attitudes, perceptions and levels of trust, with government and policing bodies regularly collecting large-scale survey data on public confidence (Home Office, 2023b). Such approaches enable comparisons between demographic groups and the identification of trends over time, supporting the sustainability of a questionnaire-based method for exploring public perceptions of policing and counter-terrorism policy.

The questionnaire will consist primarily of closed-ended questions, including multiple-choice questions like Likert scale items. These will be used to measure participants’ awareness and understanding of Prevent, as well as their attitudes towards counter-terrorism policing. Likert scale questions (e.g. strongly agree to strongly disagree) are commonly used in social research to quantify attitudes and perceptions, allowing responses to be analysed statistically (Bryman, 2016).

In addition, the survey will include a small number of open-ended questions to allow participants to provide further explanation of their views. This mixed approach can provide additional context and insight, supporting the interpretation of quantitative findings and enhancing the overall understanding of participant responses.

The questionnaire will be distributed using an online survey platform, such as Google Forms or Microsoft Forms. Online surveys are widely used in contemporary research due to their accessibility, cost-effectiveness and ability to reach a broader audience. They also allow for anonymous participation, which is particularly important when exploring sensitive topics such as counter-terrorism, as it may encourage more honest and reliable responses. Research has shown that anonymous survey methods can promote greater disclosure of sensitive information and reduce response bias, leading to more accurate data (Murdoch et al., 2014).

However, there are limitations to this approach. Quantitative surveys may lack depth compared to qualitative methods, meaning responses may be influenced by participants’ interpretation of questions. Additionally, online surveys may introduce sampling bias, as they rely on voluntary participation. Despite these limitations, the method is considered appropriate for this research, as it allows for the identification of general trends and relationships between understanding and trust.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target sample for this research will be members of the general public aged 18 and over within England and Wales. This is appropriate as the study aims to examine public understanding of the Prevent Duty and its influence on trust in counter-terrorism policing. As the research focuses on public perception, it is necessary to gather data from a general population rather than specific professional groups.

Participants will be recruited using a convenience sampling method, primarily through social media platforms and personal networks. This approach is practical and accessible within the time constraints of an undergraduate study, allowing data to be collected efficiently from a wider audience.

The anticipated sample size is approximately 50-100 participants, which is sufficient to identify general trends in attitudes and perceptions. Participation will be voluntary and anonymous, with informed consent obtained prior to completion of the questionnaire. This is particularly important given the sensitive nature of the given research topic.

However, there are limitations to this approach. Convenience sampling may result in a sample that is not fully representative of the wider population, and online distribution may exclude individuals who do not regularly use digital platforms. Despite this, the method is appropriate for an exploratory study, as it allows for the efficient collection of data and identification of general patterns.
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