Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: 

Email address: 2221805@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

Learner’s University Registration Number:
2221805

Cohort: 18 onwards


 






Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Part 7 of The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) focuses on Safeguarding people in Wales. The SSWBA provided the framework for the Wales Safeguarding Procedures published in 2019 which sets out the legislative requirement when safeguarding an adult in Wales (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2023). Under Part 7, section 126, an adult at risk is defined as an adult who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect and has needs for care and support. It also includes an adult who is unable to protect themselves against abuse or neglect or the risk of it due to their needs for care and support. Section 126 outlines if the Local Authority has reasonable cause to suspect that an adult within their area is at risk of abuse or neglect, it must make whatever enquiries it believes necessary to enable it to decide whether any action should be taken (Legislation, 2014).

Section 127 of the SSWBA sets out the Adult Protection and Support Orders. Section 127 outlines that an authorised officer may apply to a justice of the peace for an order in relation to a person living within a local authority area who is at risk or is suspected to be at risk (Legislation, 2014).

Section 128 of the SSWBA places a duty on relevant partners such as social workers and police to report both adults and children to the local authority if they have reasonable cause to suspect that they are at risk of abuse (Legislation, 2014).

The part 7 of the SSWBA provides the framework for the Wales Safeguarding Procedures which was set out to enable practitioners to apply the legislative requirement of the SSWBA. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures also highlight other relevant legislation such the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015.

Following the SSWBA in 2014, the Welsh Government released the safeguarding guidance ‘Working Together to Safeguard People: Code of Safeguarding Practice’ which sets out the governments expectations in relation to safeguarding arrangements (Welsh Government, 2022).

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) applies to England and Wales and its main purpose is to promote decision-making within a legal framework. The MCA ensures that adults are empowered to make their own decisions wherever possible. However, if they lack capacity to make their own decisions then they are provided with a flexible framework which puts them at the heart of the decision-making process. The MCA also sets out the framework which allows adults to plan for a time in the future when they might lack the capacity to make decisions (Legislation, 2005). The Mental Capacity (Amendment) Act 2019 introduced the Liberty Protection Safeguards which replaced the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (Legislation, 2019).

Adults are also safeguarded from abuse and neglect under the Human Rights Act 1998. Article 3 is the right not to be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment by punishment which includes serious abuse. The act also sets out Article 8 which is the right to enjoy private, family and home life without unjustified interference from public authorities (Legislation, 1998).


Word Count = 514 words








	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Similarly, The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) defines a child and adult at risk as a child/adult who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect or has needs for care and support. However, for adults it also includes an adult who is unable to protect themselves against abuse or neglect or the risk of it due to their needs for care and support.

For children, if a report concludes that the local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is at risk of significant harm, they should convene a strategy discussion within one working day to determine whether S.47 enquiries from the Children Act 1989 should be undertaken. S.47 enquiries can be undertaken as single agency by local authority social worker or by working jointly with the police, dependent on the risk of harm or abuse. S.47 enquiries should conclude and decision is made if risk of significant harm is evident and proceed to initial case conference within 15 working days (Legislation 2014; Legislation 1989). 


In safeguarding adults, the procedures are similar in responding to a report of concern. An assessment of the adult’s care and support needs under section 19 or 24 of the SSWBA can be undertaken. The local authority must prepare and maintain a care and support plan which may include meeting needs to protect an adult from abuse or neglect. The difference with safeguarding a child is an adult who has capacity to make decisions under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) can refuse care and support. If the adult is assessed to lack capacity thus unable to protect themselves from harm, the local authority must follow the legal framework of the MCA and its amendment in 2019.

There is an assumption that children may require safeguarding protection because of their youth and inexperience and because of family conflict and dynamics that they live with (Koubel, 2016). Adults have the right and capacity to make their own decisions unless determined otherwise, even if the decisions are seen to be unwise by others (Koubel, 2016).

A child can be removed from a situation that causes them risk of harm through a court order under the Children Act 1989, even if this is against the child or parents wishes (Legislation, 1989). An adult can only be removed from a situation that causes them risk of harm when they are seen as having a mental illness and is a danger to themselves or others under the Mental Health Act or they have committed a crime (Legislation, 1983; Koubel, 2016).



Word Count = 428 words
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