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	NAME: Jacob Llewellyn Morgan 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031237

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

[bookmark: _Hlk143910790]Proactive vs reactive. Should police officers be proactive or reactive in an effort to reduce crime rates?

According to the Office For National Statistics (2022) there were ‘’6.3 million crimes’’ recorded in 2022 with it being estimated that ‘’adults aged 18 years and over experienced 11.3 million offences’’ (Office For National Statistics, 2022) in England and Wales 2022. With that in mind, this proposal will discuss the differences between proactive and reactive policing strategies and their effects on the reduction of crime. It will also identify if the police service is spending enough time being proactive in their local communities and which policing strategy should be prioritised in an effort to deter crime and decrease current crime rates.  

Within policing there are many strategies to tackle and deter crime. Two of the main policing strategies undertaken by the police service are proactive policing and reactive policing.

Proactive policing is a ‘’policing strategy that aims to prevent or reduce crime and disorder by taking actions before they occur’’ (USLegal.com, No date). it involves the use of police powers as well as engaging with the public to allow police to stop/prevent crime before it happens. 

According to the College of policing (2021) ‘’targeting the places that create the most demand for the police can be an effective crime reduction strategy’’. The College of policing (2021) also states that ‘’Out of 78 tests of hot spots policing, 62 had a positive effect on crime’’.

Reactive policing is defined as ‘’police responding to specific requests from individuals or groups in the community which encompasses "immediate response to calls" and "follow-up investigations" (Justice.ac.ca, 2021). This strategy of policing is heavily utilising in detecting crime and is dependent on the member of the publics cooperation in the form of witness statements.

This topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation due to its link with the key role of the policing service as well as its link with detecting and preventing crime. 

It is hoped that by the end of this dissertation it can be identified which policing strategy should be prioritised in an effort to decrease crime rates in the UK.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aim of this research project is to identify if the police should prioritise being proactive or reactive in an effort to reduce crime rates in the UK. These aims will be achieved by completing the following objectives:

1. Critically evaluate both proactive and reactive policing strategies 
2. Evaluate the current strategies being utilised by the police service and their effectiveness in deterring crime. 
3. To analyse current date surrounding proactive and reactive policing strategies and their effectiveness in reducing crime. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The literature review will evaluate and review current academic literature which will identify current policing strategies and their ability to tackle crime as well as the strategies under evaluation in this dissertation. 

Within this dissertation I will be utilising articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans and online documents. These sources consist of primary research in this topic. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Within this dissertation will be utilising qualitative and quantitative methods to obtain facts and figures relating to the chosen subject. I will also be utilising secondary sources reviewing information that has been collected by organisations, government reports and articles. I will also be using questionnaires to obtain current opinions on policing strategies within the police service.
 
I will be utilising these research methods as they will allow me to obtain the most accurate and current statistics and information surrounding my chosen subject.  



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be utilising a variety of different sources and trusted website with figures on crime rates and the effectiveness of different strategies within my dissertation. These will be the most appropriate way to obtain reliable information that can aid in determine which strategy should be prioritised within the police service. 

When completing the questionnaire, I will be utilising South Wales Police officers to ascertain their thoughts on current policing strategies and how they reduce crime rates. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Within this dissertation the policing strategy of proactive police can be seen as intrusive, and some may say the strategy of police officers targeting a specific area or individuals as ethically immoral due to a variety of different reasons

	TIME SCALE:
Research proposal(1000words) & Ethics form (500 Words) Submission – 28/08/2023

Literature review submission (2500 words) submission – 06/11/2023

Research methodology & Planning (1000 words) submission – 18/12/2023

Analysis of results (1000 words) Submission – 05/02/2024

Findings & Conclusion (1000 words) submission – 11/03/2024

Final project submission – 08/04/2023 
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