ECEY5004                                                         2112933                                                    Word Count:2105
Introduction 
Storytelling to young children is extremely beneficial to all areas of their development and learning and Raising Children (2020) gives examples of these. They believe that storytelling aids children with their literacy skills as they are learning new sounds, words and language which will encourage early development of their language. It will allow children to explore their imagination and curiosity, allowing them to understand the difference of real life and make believe. Children’s emotional development will be enhanced as having a story read to them allows them to feel different emotions during the different events of the story. It also has a huge impact on the child’s brain development as it encourages their concentration, ability to focus and communication and social skills. As technology has largely enhanced in recent years, meaning reading stories the traditional way, with a book, is not always the most popular choice when it comes to story telling, as digital storytelling has become a common way for practitioners to read stories to the children. 

Main Body 
As David (2020) states, reading to children allows them to feel powerful emotions such as security, confidence, relaxation and happiness. Children’s self-esteem, vocabulary, imagination and sleeping patterns are all improved by adults reading to them as they are given the time and full attention of some who they are have a close bond with. It also helps the attachments with the care giver/practitioner to grow fonder as storytelling is a way to build and strengthen relationships. Bowlby believed that a child's secure and productive relationship with a parent or caregiver was essential for their psychological development. According to Bowlby's theory, a relationship between a baby and the caregiver who is most present and attentive causes attachment that beings in their early years. (Good Therapy 2015). When a child is read to daily, it is believed to aid in their language acquisition, communication, literacy and social skills. It is proven that when children are read to, it helps develop their cognitive development as it is emerging their ability to think and understand what is happening. It also allows growth in their vocabulary which allows them to understand the world better, encouraging their cognitive development. (Childrens Bureau 2017). 

Reading to children of all ages, starting from pre-birth is extremely important and has many benefits. Anjum (2022) states how reading stories to a baby before they are born is important as the baby's brain is still developing while it is growing inside the mother, and neuronal connections are forming quickly. It helps to build such relationships to hear the mother's voice and stories. Additionally, when the newborn hears after birth, they can aid in memory development. Repetition is a tried-and-true method of memorising, and when the seeds are sowed early in life, straight from the womb, it increases concentration and ECEY5004 2112933 Word Count 1917 2 memory in infants. Reading to a young baby, under the age of six months benefit from books with a lot of contrast with bold and bright pictures. Xavier (2020) states how this is where the first stage of language acquisition starts, the babbling stage. He explains how this is the stage were the baby will start to recognise their mothers voice. Once the baby reaches the ages of around 5 months, they start to use their own voices by babbling before they enter the sub stage at around 18 months. This stage is where the baby will start to relate their sounds to objects and this is why reading to a child from a young age is important. The child will then enter the holophrastic stage and this is where the child will start saying one single word. Picture books with one word are best used in this stage as the child will not become overwhelmed with too many words being read to them and will be able to just focus on the one word and picture at a time. The children will then go through the two word stage where they use two primary words to form a sentence such as ‘milk bottle’ for ‘I want a bottle of milk’. They will then transition in to the final stage of language acquisition, the telegraphic stage. Overgeneralisation enters at specific points throughout this stage when the child starts to make connections between the words and objects. 

The language acquisition theory was created by Noam Chomsky to explain this behaviour. Chomsky assers that language acquisition is an innate ability. He named it a Language Acquisition Device (LAD), and it is present in all newborns. Theoretically speaking, a language acquisition device is a tool. It is used as evidence for how quickly children pick up language and comprehend it. This area of the brain is not physically present like the hypothalamus or the medulla oblongata. 

On the other hand, according to Skinner, the purpose of communication, or the reason why vocal behaviour was being emitted, played a significant role in language development. He believed, just like any other learned behaviour, language is maintained by environmental factors. Skinner states, an infant imitates the language of its parents or other caregivers. Successful attempts are rewarded because when an adult hears a child say anything, they will congratulate them and give them what they are asking for. Therefore, successful statements are remembered while bad ones are not. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Traditional storytelling involves the reader reading a story from a physical book. There are many benefits to reading from a printed book to children, such as, they are able to absorb more information about the story. A study was carried out in Italy in 2014 that showed results that children remembered the plot of a story more from being read to from a physical book compared to an e-book. This impact, according to scientists, is a result of the physical experience of holding a book in your hands. (Paper and Packaging 2022). By children ECEY5004 2112933 Word Count 1917 3 turning the pages, they get to experience a feeling of accomplishment when nearing to the end of the book, this is unachievable with a digital story as you cannot always see or feel how many pages are left. There are many books created which are touch and feel books, which was used in the activity, these experiences would not be possible digitally. Touch and feel books include textured pictures in the story which children can feel which will give them a better understanding of the story. It allows them to become more engaged with the story as they involved with interaction, allowing the storytelling to become more fun. It allows children to build on their language skills as they will be learning the words described for the textures felt such as fluffy, bumpy. Touch and feel books involves children using their fine motor skills as they are using their fingers to interact with the book by feeling the textures, lifting the flaps and turning the pages. (First5Forever 2021). They are books that promote a child’s development as they are able to understand the story by using their senses. Piaget argued that for children's cognitive growth to be guided, there must be environmental stimuli and experiences. He proposed that infants absorb new information and store it for later use through using their senses, essentially contended that this kind of play was essential for a child's brain development. (Only About Children 2022). They also state how reading a book to a child will enhance the child’s reading skills and promote them to become a better reader. This was proven in a study which found that children are more focused when reading a physical book compared to a digital book where they tend to become more distracted by the device. Reading a physical book does not allow you to switch to a different app, or click on a web link which will cause you to get side tracked and allow them to just focus on the story. In the activity, the story The Three Little Pigs was used and this is a story that involves a lot of repetition as there are repeated phrases. Dugger 2020 highlights how children rapidly become familiar with repeated phrases and patterns within a story which encourages them and allows them to have the enjoyment of being able join in with the story as they repeat the phrases with you, which will also encourage their oracy skills, it also allows them to gain a better understanding of the story. Research has proven that children who use printed books have higher levels of enjoyment from reading compared to those who read digitally, they are also more likely to achieve higher than their expected reading age. 

However, technology has hugely enhanced over the years which means the way in which children learn has also changed, such as the way stories are read. Even though children are still read to traditionally with a story book, they are also very familiar with being read to digitally by using a technology device. Digital stories can encourage children to read more as picking up a physical book may not be appealing to children anymore as some children rather use iPads and tablets. Saponaro (2014) explains a digital story to be any mixture of a spoken narrative, several images, possibly with a soundtrack, and modern editing and ECEY5004 2112933 Word Count 1917 4 sharing tools to be able to share a story. Robin (2008) highlights that over the past few years, digital storytelling has become a potent teaching and learning tool that engages both practitioners and the children. Wyman (2022) states how digital story telling helps students become familiar with the evolving world and how technology is enhancing. She states that not only does it make them feel more confident but allows them to advance, together as a class. It allows the children to value storytelling as a form of art. Although digital story telling can be beneficial, it also has its disadvantages such as technology does not always work as planned, as shown in the activity, skipping to the next page did not go as smoothly as turning a page in an actual book. Future Learn (2022) states how compared to traditional storytelling, digital storytelling is far more integrative and incorporates non-linguistic factors that contribute to new narratives. Images, digital effects, and sound effects are not merely additions to the story; rather, they are a crucial and inseparable component of it. As a result, digital storytelling demands variety, multi-sensory stimulation, and a variety of media channels. The original storyline of the narrative has always been the main emphasis of oral or written traditional storytelling. Although the narrative is undoubtedly a significant component in digital storytelling, other elements such as music, sound effects, visuals, and visual appeal are as vital. In the near future, it is believed that even our sense of smell will be incorporated within the digital world. (Future Learn 2022). 

A significant component of the new curriculum is the Digital Competence Framework Wales 2022. It crosses many subject areas and is a crucial set of abilities for younger children. Children will learn the information, attitude, and abilities necessary to use technology and systems with assurance, creativity, and objectivity in this field of study. All Welsh schools must teach the subject areas of reading, numeracy, and digital competence beginning in September 2022 in addition to the other six areas. Digital competence is the development of abilities and expertise in utilising current systems and technologies. Children today need to be more certain and knowledgeable about the digital environment. Information and communications technology is one example of a set of abilities that should not be mistaken with computer competence (ICT). With the DCF, schools in Wales will provide chances for students to learn and use these abilities in a variety of contexts and academic areas.The children's future as well as their professional lives will require these established skills, which are also transportable. (Twinkl 2022).

Conclusion 
In summary, there are many points that support the benefits of both traditional and digital storytelling and also disadvantages too. However, all reading is beneficial to the children whether it is traditionally or digitally as it allows them to be imaginative and fill their minds and use this information to make sense of what they see and hear, improving their cognitive development. Even though the world is enhancing rapidly in technology, there will always be benefits to traditional storytelling which digital cannot offer. In future practice, more use of up to date technology needs to be included, such as sound effects and animations within the story, making it more fun and exciting by being able to explore how pleasing technology is.
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