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[bookmark: _Toc31673]Executive Summary
[bookmark: OLE_LINK10]This report mainly explains the problems faced by the Four Seasons Hotel and the solutions of the Four Seasons Hotel in this environment of the Covid-19 pandemic, and mainly analyzes the internal and external environment of the Four Seasons Hotel. Four Seasons Hotel is an international luxury hotel management group headquartered in Toronto, Canada. It was founded by Mr. Isadore Sharp in 1961.(Mai,2019)

Four models are mainly used to analyze the Four Seasons Hotel, including the SWOT model, the PESTEL model, the Porter 5-force model and the McKinsey 7S model. The SWOT model analyzes the advantages and disadvantages, threats and opportunities of the Four Seasons Hotel, and mainly analyzes the advantages and threats. . The PESTEL model mainly analyzes Political factors and Economic factors. Porter's 5-force model mainly analyzes the threat of alternatives to the Four Seasons Hotel. The McKinsey 7S model mainly analyzes the skills of the Four Seasons Hotel. 

Then, suggestions are made for the future development of the Four Seasons Hotel. The suggestion is mainly that Four Seasons can motivate employees through policies. Four Seasons can also reduce hotel costs by booking hotels online and robot check-ins, as well as reducing the risk of human contact due to the epidemic. Four Seasons Hotels can build resorts in China's beautiful countryside. 
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[bookmark: _Toc6796]1.0 Introduction
External environment analysis mainly relies on data and company information, mainly referring to the external political environment, social environment, technical environment, economic environment, etc. of the company. (Baumgartner, 2014) Therefore, analyzing the external environment can bring directions for the future development of the company.

The internal environment is mainly of great significance and value to the future development of the enterprise, is the basis of enterprise management, and is the starting point, basis and conditions for formulating strategies.(Jie,2020) By analyzing the internal environment of the enterprise, can understand the general situation of the enterprise, the problems and advantages of the enterprise, and provide a specific strategy for the enterprise to compete in the future development. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Four Seasons Hotel is an international luxury hotel management group headquartered in Toronto, Canada. It was founded by Mr. Isadore Sharp in 1961. Today, it has more than 90 hotels and resort hotels in nearly 40 countries. Four Seasons Hotel There are also more than 60 hotel development plans in the pipeline. Four Seasons has been named one of the best hotel groups in the world by Travel + Leisure magazine and Zagat Guide. In addition to founder Mr. Sharp, Bill Gates and Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal are also major shareholders in Four Seasons Hotels & Resorts. (Mai,2019)

In the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, hotel bookings in the USA and continental Europe were up 26% in early 2020 compared to 2019, but the outbreak started to spread across Europe at the end of January. In five months, direct bookings at Four Seasons were down 80 per cent, with bookings at Four Seasons in the UK down 98 per cent. From mid-April, bookings began to slowly pick up. (Marian,2021)

This report will use SWOT analysis, PESTEL analysis, Porter's Five Forces analysis and McKinsey 7S model analysis to analyze the current and future external and internal environment of Four Seasons Hotel, and put forward suggestions on management of Four Seasons Hotel.






[bookmark: _Toc14862][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]2.0 The PESTEL Analysis of Four Seasons Hotel
PESTEL analysis model, also known as big environment analysis, is an effective tool for analyzing the macro environment. It can not only analyze the external environment, but also identify all the forces that have an impact on the organization. It is a method of investigating external factors of the organization, each letter of which represents a factor, which can be divided into 6 major factors: political factors , economic factors , sociocultural factors , Technical factors , environmental factors and legal factors (Klozikova, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc17032]2.1 Political Factors
First, the Four Seasons Hotel needs to understand the policies of the local government where the hotel is opened, because local policies can directly determine whether the hotel will open in the local area (Wang, 2020). The policies of each place are different, such as tax collection, fire safety and food safety in each place have corresponding clockwork regulations. For example, the Chinese government provides support for bank loans to support high-star hotels. The bank loan part provides a 30% financial discount subsidy. The discounted loan capital is not more than 300 million yuan, and the loan discount period does not exceed 3 years. The discounted interest is in the hotel. After the ceiling is capped and the hotel is put into operation, 50% will be cashed out (Liu,2021).The Four Seasons Hotel is rated as a 5-star hotel in China. The Chinese government has given great support. In 2021, the Four Seasons Hotel can make more loans from the Bank of China. The loan amount is 300 million yuan. In the next half year, the Four Seasons Hotel With the development and expansion of 4 branches in China, Four Seasons Hotel has carried out favorable expansion under the influence of Chinese policy. 
And policies in different places determine the types of hotels developed. For example, the types of hotels opened by Four Seasons Hotel in mainland China and Macau, China are different. Because mainland Chinese regulations prohibit crowd-gathering for the purpose of gambling, the Four Seasons hotels opened in mainland China are mainly hotels that provide sleeping places, eliminating illegal activities such as gambling, and the laws of Macau, China can legally conduct gambling. Therefore, the branch opened by Four Seasons Hotel in Macau, China is mainly engaged in the gaming industry, which also brings a lot of benefits to Four Seasons Hotel. 
[bookmark: _Toc9030]2.2 Economic Factors
First of all, due to the impact of the current epidemic, the economy of each country is not in a recession, which has led to a decline in people's disposable income level and a significant drop in the rate of staying at the Four Seasons Hotel. Secondly, the currency exchange rate of each country is unstable, which also directly affects the future development of international hotels. Third, there are differences in income and sales and consumption habits between regions. Because Four Seasons Hotel is an international hotel, people in different places have different consumption concepts, which will also affect the income of Four Seasons Hotel. And now many countries are calling on people to boost the economy in order to resist the impact of the epidemic on the economy, which has also caused many consumers to spend, increasing the occupancy rate and revenue of the Four Seasons Hotel. For example, in order to fight the epidemic and revitalize the economy, the Chinese government launched an online electronic consumption certificate in June 2020, which prompted consumers to consume. According to data, in July, the month after the Chinese government issued the electronic consumption certificate , the Four Seasons Shanghai branch's July turnover was 13.7 percent higher than in June, which also boosted Four Seasons' revenue(Bahamonde,2021).

[bookmark: _Toc17663]3.0 SWOT Analysis of Four Seasons Hotel
SWOT analysis method is based on internal and external competitive environment and situation analysis under competitive conditions. Then, with the idea of systematic analysis, various factors are matched and analyzed, and a series of corresponding conclusions can be drawn from them, and the conclusions usually have certain decision-making. The strengths and weaknesses analyzed are the internal factors of the Four Seasons Hotel, while the opportunities and threats are the external factors of the Four Seasons Hotel. (Patel,2008)


	· Strengths 
	· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Weakness

	· Personalized service for customers
· Worldwide coverage of hotel segments 
· Successful advertising strategy
· The capital chain is stable and sufficient
	· The cost of doing business is high
· Future expansion plans 
· Hotel equipment aging 

	· [bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Opportunities
	· [bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Threats

	· Tourism is growing in popularity 
· People's income increases 
· Lower travel costs abroad 
	· Sudden COVID - 19
· The increase of competitors
· Global international relations are strained



[bookmark: _Toc15531]3.1 Strengths 
For the Four Seasons Hotel, the advantages of the hotel are obvious. First, the hotel's service quality is very high, and relatively speaking, there are also service innovations. Four Seasons Hotel can provide customers with personalized and customized services, such as what kind of room layout, pick-up and drop-off, etc. Four Seasons Hotel can meet customers' needs. And Four Seasons Hotel also launched the Four Seasons Private Jet Experience, the industry's first brand-exclusive private jet. The bedding adopted by the Four Seasons Hotel has undergone a lot of market research to select the most suitable material for human sleep, which allows customers to have a better sleep. Four Seasons now has more than 90 hotels and resorts in nearly 40 countries(Mai,2019), which can be said to cover the world. Four Seasons Hotel provides different environments for different consumer groups. Four Seasons Spring is for luxury customers, Four Seasons Autumn is for young customers, and Four Seasons East is for economic customers. The market segmentation of Four Seasons Hotel probably covers Customers of all consumption levels. In addition, Four Seasons Hotel often provides post-stay feedback to customers to improve hotel services, and offers some discounts to customers who participate in the feedback to attract more repeat customers. Four Seasons Hotel also conducts advertising strategies on the Internet to let more people know about Four Seasons Hotel. Four Seasons Hotel also launched an APP to create a more perfect user experience for it .

In addition to the founder Mr. Sharp, Bill Gates and Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal  are also major shareholders of the Four Seasons Hotel Group(Mai,2019), which makes the Four Seasons Hotel's capital chain Stability and sufficiency, which is also a favorable point for Four Seasons to compete. This also means that Four Seasons Hotel has rich financial resources. If the hotel wants to develop continuously, it needs to carry out certain improvements or decorations from time to time according to customer suggestions or its own innovation. At this time, it needs certain funds to support, and the financial resources of Four Seasons Hotel are: abundant. 
[bookmark: _Toc1293][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]4.0 The Porter Five Forces Analysis of Four Seasons Hotel
[bookmark: OLE_LINK11]Porter's Five Forces Model was proposed by Michael Porter in the early 1980s. He believes that there are five forces in the industry that determine the scale and degree of competition, and these five forces together affect the attractiveness of the industry and the competitive strategy decisions of incumbents. The five forces are the competitiveness of existing competitors in the same industry, the ability of potential competitors to enter, the substitution ability of substitutes, the bargaining power of suppliers and the bargaining power of buyers. (Porter,1980)

[bookmark: _Toc3047][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]4.1 The threat of substitutes 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK9]The threat of substitutes is great for Four Seasons Hotel, because the hotel industry itself is a service industry, so relatively speaking, prices lower than Four Seasons Hotel can be regarded as a threat of substitutes. For example, in the global market now, Airbnb is the homestay industry, and the services provided are similar to the hotel industry. It can be said to be a substitute for the hotel industry. Compared with the Four Seasons Hotel, the price of homestays on Airbnb is much lower, and Airbnb now occupies Growing market share is a substitute threat for Four Seasons. However, in response to the current Internet rental companies, Four Seasons Hotel has formulated a strategy of permanent hotel stay in 2021, which is equivalent to renting out the hotel rooms for a long time and giving customers some discounts. This strategy achieved good results at that time. In 2021 The turnover of the Shanghai branch in August of 2008 increased by 24.3% compared with the original July(Mai,2020), effectively reducing the threat of substitutes. 
[bookmark: _Toc19660]5.0 McKinsey 7S Model Analysis of Four Seasons Hotel
The McKinsey 7S Model, referred to as the 7s model, is the seven elements of corporate organization designed by the McKinsey Consulting Research Center. , systems, style, staff, skills, strategy, shared values. (Peters & Waterman,1980)

[bookmark: _Toc26994]5.1 Skills
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]As far as skills are concerned, for Four Seasons Hotel, the skills of Four Seasons hotel staff will also be a strong competitiveness for the company in the face of competitors. In 2009, Four Seasons Hotel formulated a strategy to cooperate with McMaster University in Canada, recruiting many McMaster University graduates as hotel employees and sending hotel employees to McMaster University for further study , mainly for students majoring in hotel management and marketing, which makes most of the staff of Four Seasons Hotel have certain professional knowledge and skills in hotel management and marketing, which is due to the fact that the staff of Four Seasons Hotel has strict , System training. As a result, many excellent service improvement suggestions of Four Seasons Hotel are discovered by employees from the details, and many customers will give excellent service evaluation of Four Seasons Hotel after staying at Four Seasons Hotel. This is because the staff of Four Seasons Hotel has carried out System service training results. This is also a favorable competitiveness for Four Seasons to compete with other hotels. This also means that the Four Seasons Hotel has better human resources, which are essential for the development of the hotel. 
[bookmark: _Toc5749]6.0 Conclusions
Overall, this report focuses on analyzing the internal and external environment of the Four Seasons Hotel in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic. It mainly analyzes through 4 models, namely SWOT model, PESTEL model, Porter's five forces model and McKinsey 7S model. Among them, the SWOT analysis has certain limitations. It can only analyze the internal and external environment of the Four Seasons Hotel in the first stage, and cannot provide a long-term analysis. The SWOT model mainly analyzes the advantages and threats of the Four Seasons Hotel. financial resources. The PESTEL model mainly analyzes various factors of the Four Seasons Hotel. The PESTEL model can provide clear and specific support for the future development of the Four Seasons Hotel. It mainly analyzes political and economic factors. Among them, the Four Seasons Hotel caters to China's policies. A case is also given, and from the perspective of economic factors, the Four Seasons Hotel can also have a good development in the future. Then, the Porter 5-force model is used for analysis. The Porter's 5-force model has certain limitations and can only analyze the external environment of the Four Seasons Hotel. It mainly analyzes the threat of substitutes to the Four Seasons Hotel. Airbnb may affect the future development of the Four Seasons Hotel. Threats and adverse effects. Finally, the McKinsey 7S model is used to analyze. The McKinsey 7S model mainly analyzes the internal environment of the Four Seasons Hotel. This article mainly analyzes the skills. The Four Seasons Hotel’s external training for employees is an effective way to bring good development to the hotel, which also means Four Seasons Hotel also has abundant human resources. Afterwards, three suggestions are put forward for the future development of the Four Seasons Hotel. 













[bookmark: _Toc25532]7.0 Recommendations
Four Seasons Hotel can provide employees with certain encouragement and spiritual support, because only when employees are happy at work can they provide the best service to customers and spread their happiness to customers. This requires respect for employees, care about employees. Four Seasons Hotel can appropriately help employees solve some troubles and difficulties, so that employees can feel at home when working in the hotel. Therefore, Four Seasons Hotel should fully formulate a reward system, so that employees can be rewarded and honored when they achieve excellent results, and they can be promoted after three outstanding performances. In addition, the Four Seasons Hotel can hold a networking party every Sunday night to reduce stress for employees and allow leaders to listen to their opinions and suggestions, so as to brainstorm ideas and contribute to the future development of Four Seasons Hotel.

Due to the impact of the current epidemic situation, Four Seasons Hotel has to reduce operating costs and pay attention to the spread of the epidemic. Four Seasons Hotel can use all online booking models and pay online, so as to reduce the risk of personal contact infection. Four Seasons Hotel can also use technological means to achieve robot delivery, autonomous check-in, etc., to reduce the risk of human contact infection(Evans,2021)

Four Seasons Hotels could build resorts in rural China in the future. The outbreak has also dramatically changed the way Chinese consumers view healthy and natural lifestyles. In the past, people in China were used to staying in cities, but now more people are willing to go to the countryside to expose their families and children to the beautiful nature. The growth opportunities brought about by the epidemic may be in traditional tourist destinations, beautiful villages, places with strong urban cultural atmosphere, or some Internet celebrity places. Therefore, Four Seasons Hotel can build resorts in some beautiful rural areas in China, which will have a clear positioning for future development, and will also attract more Chinese tourists, thereby expanding the hotel's business and increasing its competitiveness. 
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