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[bookmark: _Toc100145455]Introduction 
The report that is going to be conducted will be discussing the case study of the mother of fix named Julie, who lives in Bradford, UK. Julie is a mother and is addicted to the consumption of heroin and it has been seen that the latter even indulged in prostitution for the purpose of buying drugs from the money that Julie can get from prostitution (gov, 2022). The family is already bearing the history of association with the social workers as the neighbours have complained about the children of Julie that wonders around the area all day long and are vandalising. Due to the mother’s neglect the children are lacking the attendance in school also. The report at large will be discussing the evidence of child abuse and the intervention procedures taken on the part of legal and local agencies of the UK. 
[bookmark: _Toc100144981][bookmark: _Toc100145456]Case Study
As previously mentioned, the case study is all about Julie, living in the Bradford area of the UK, and is addicted to heroin. For gathering money to buy drugs to satisfy the addiction, Julie has indulged into prostitution which left a diverse impact upon the children. The mother was bringing many of the strangers at home for prostitution and as a result the children started to roam about on the neighbourhood and were indulged in vandalising and destructing other’s property. Day-by-day the attendance of their school was decreasing and at last it felt to only 3% of attendance (gov, 2022). The mother’s neglect towards the child has developed the certain situation and which at large were hindering the physical, mental, and even the social and emotional development and wellbeing of those children. It was the instance of parental substance misuse and for doing so, with the help of the social agencies of that area sent Julie to the counselling sessions and to take the parental education. Now, after returning to normal life living behind the addiction drugs and prostitution, Julie is leading a happy life with the children, whose attendance has now developed to 99% (GOV, 2022). 
The higher level of vulnerability was faced by the child due the mother’s lack of love and care for the children, who were constantly engulfed by the drug consumption and that ultimately resulted in the form of abuse and vulnerability by Julie who is a mother upon the children. According to the theoretical frameworks of the child abuse and neglect it emerge generally from the parental negligence towards the welfare and care taking of children that at large results into such victimisation of children (Whittaker et al., 2020). The risk factors in case of child abuse and vulnerability are parental addiction, negligence, and parental affairs related issues. 
[bookmark: _Toc100144982][bookmark: _Toc100145457]Analysis 
Julie’s case was the prime example of child maltreatment that at large affects the mental and emotional wellbeing of children and lead to several mental health issues in future. There are many of the local agencies of the UK that work for the children suffering from abuse. These organisations are working for the social welfare and protecting the vulnerable children by providing them therapeutic services for helping the children to overcome the abuse and at the same time, serve the families with the aids to care for the children and protect them from abuse. Such a local agency of the UK is NSPCC that provides therapeutic services to the abused children and even to their parents for teaching them the proper way to care for their children (NSPCC, 2022). The child protection hub allows the police and other social care agencies to work alongside. 
Apart from the local agencies many of the governmental laws were also enforced in the UK to ensure the rights of children and also to protect them from sinking to a vulnerable position. “The Children Act, 1989” can be described as an act of reform the laws related to children and at the same time, provide the local authority services to the children when they are in need (Legislation, 2022). Another act related to the child welfare of the UK is “The Equality Act, 2010” that protects the rights of the children and at the same time, protects the children from being abused and discriminated against in the society (crae, 2022). The particular act also protects the children against the harassment and victimisation whether in parental houses, education centres and even at social gatherings. Such are the policies and interventions that are provided for the children to protect them from vulnerability. 
[bookmark: _Toc100144983][bookmark: _Toc100145458]Evaluation 
After the presence of so any cases of child maltreatment, it was the initial response of the government and agencies. However, many of the reforms have taken place since the case. Many can also be recommended for improvement and that are defined below: 
· According to the WHO, promising intervention can be taken against child maltreatment by informing and building awareness about child care and protection to the parents at large (Who, 2022). 
· The strict enforcement of laws to protect the children from such family situations and vulnerable conditions needs to be done by the government to ensure the protection of children (Wells, 2019). 
· In cases more agencies can be opened by the government initiative within the country so that the child protection law can be maintained effectively with ease (Whittaker et al., 2020). 
· On the other hand, early recognition of vulnerability can help in early intervention and prevention (Wells, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc100144984][bookmark: _Toc100145459]Conclusion 
To conclude the case study and report it can be said that there are any of the children like that are still suffering from the vulnerability due to the parental neglect and unfavourable family atmosphere and these children are in need to be protected. Thus, many of the policy frameworks have been enforced and that were discussed in the report with some recommendations to protect vulnerable groups of children that are yet very young to suffer, as there is a higher need of protecting the children from the abuse to protect their lives at large.


[bookmark: _Toc100145460]References
crae.org.uk. 2022. Children's Rights Alliance for England. [online] Available at: <http://www.crae.org.uk/childrens-rights-the-law/laws-protecting-childrens-rights/equality-act-2010/#:~:text=The%20Equality%20Act%202010%20protects,provision%20of%20services%20and%20work.> [Accessed 1 April 2022].
gov.uk. 2022. Assets.publishing.service. [online] Available at: <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/10961/Troubled_families_case_studies.pdf> [Accessed 6 April 2022].
GOV.UK. 2022. Troubled families: Hertfordshire. [online] Available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/troubled-families-hertfordshire#content> [Accessed 6 April 2022].
Legislation.gov.uk. 2022. Children Act 1989. [online] Available at: <https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents> [Accessed 1 April 2022].
NSPCC. 2022. Local services. [online] Available at: <https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/our-services/childrens-services/> [Accessed 1 April 2022].
Wells, K., 2019. ‘I'm here as a social worker’: A qualitative study of immigration status issues and safeguarding children in private fostering arrangements in the UK. Child Abuse Review, 28(4), pp.273-286.
Whittaker, A., Martin, F., Olsen, A. and Wincup, E., 2020. Governing Parental Drug Use in the UK: What’s Hidden in “Hidden Harm?”. Contemporary Drug Problems, 47(3), pp.170-187.
Who.int. 2022. Child maltreatment. [online] Available at: <https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/child-maltreatment> [Accessed 1 April 2022].
	








Appendix:
Module code: BMHP5004
Module name: Children, Young People and Families



Student name: Ramona Georgeta Marza
Student ID: 1919636
Lecturer Name: Bianca Sanfilippo


Table of Contents
Introduction	3
Overview of the case study	4
Vulnerability and family facing adversity	5
Definition of Parental substance abuse	6
Impact of parental substance misuse on child health and wellbeing	7
Child neglect	9
Reasons for being in a vulnerable position	10
Factors associated with being in a vulnerable position	11
Help provided by the welfare agency	12
Recommendations for reducing parental substance abuse	13
Conclusion	14
Reference List	15




[bookmark: _Toc100163014]Introduction
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
The matters of Child neglect will be taken into account and considered for the present study. There will be necessary discussion regarding the help that is provided and ensured by the agency of welfare. The presentation will conclude by providing recommendations for making a significant reduction in parental substance abuse.  
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The presentation will reflect and make discussions that are associated with evidence related to abuse of children. The study will shed light on the procedures of intervention that are in close relation with the local as well as legal agencies located in the UK. The case study has depicted what consumption of heroin can result into. 
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A vulnerable family can be defined in terms of the emerging issues that are taking place within the family and are essentially related to cause for concern (O’Sullivan et al., 2021). The present case study highlights that the children of Julie were unable to cope with their academics and this resulted in 3% attendance at school.  
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Her addiction had a negative impact on the well-being of her children. Her children were exposed to unpleasant addicted drug dealers from a tender age. The lacked parental control over vandalism among her children and they were not able to focus and give the necessary attention to their academics (Amran and Basri, 2020). Severe consequences would have taken place without her neglect. 
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Julie did not take proper care of her children and was careless in upbringing them. The children were not encouraged to have a set aim in life and work hard in accomplishing their goals of life. The children spent their time roaming around and did not visit the school or attended the lessons taught in class. The childhood of her children was compromised and their career growth was essentially jeopardised. 
Impact of parental substance misuse on child health and wellbeing (Continuation)
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The children were under abuse and deprived of a good childhood. They were not taught the societal norms and values for being successful in leading a normal life (Richert et al., 2018). They were not punished for committing vandalism around the estate. 
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Neglect of children results from the inability of parents or caregivers to provide necessary resources to live as per their requirements. Children are not encouraged to do better and work hard in exploring new opportunities and accomplishing their set goals in life. 
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Children often find themselves in a vulnerable position when they are exposed to addictive behaviour from their parents. Often problems related to finance and unemployment compels an individual to be in a position of vulnerability (Raynor and Panza, 2021). Breakdown of family and single parenting leads to difficulties in leading a normal life. Illness and disability also result in vulnerability among individuals. 
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The children of Julie suffered from social isolation and were neglected as the spoilt ones. There exist circumstances of lack of access to services related to social and health aspects. There resulted in a crisis in the life of children to get their basic amenities and food on regular basis. The children were not effective in delivering their best performance at school as they were neglected by their mothers and were deprived of good living conditions (Nwrze et al., 2021). 
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"The Children Act 1989" has one of the most significant for ensuring that the local authority serves to protect the interests of the vulnerable children and is given them equal opportunity to excel in life. "The Equality Act 2010" reflects the significance of safeguarding children and ensuring that no children have to undergo discrimination and experience harassment (Hankivsky et al., 2019). 
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CBT refers to individuals getting engaged in thinking patterns that exhibit a healthy lifestyle. It helps individuals get aware of the unrealistic thoughts that tend to dampen their moods and feelings of concerned person. The main benefit associated with this strategy is helping to gain control over the process of thoughts and understanding cognitive distortions (Stewart et al., 2020). 
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The different types of child neglect can be referred to as physical, medical, educational and lastly emotional neglect. Julie has failed to conduct and provide the necessary guidance, support and care to her children. 
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IMPACT OF PARENTAL SUBSTANCE
MISUSE ON CHILD HEALTH AND
WELLBEING

© When children experience neglect on a regular
basis, there exists a rise in problems in the
development of children

© With exposure to substance abuse among
parents, the children may experience speech \ Unders andmg
delays and malnutrition (Araujo et al_, 2021) Prevertn g
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@ Julie herself was not concemed about the
future of her children and did not undertake
appropriate measures to secure their future

© The children of Julie were not given the
necessary education
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IMPACT OF PARENTAL SUBSTAN
MISUSE ON CHILD HEALTH AND
WELLBEING (CONTINUATION)

@ The lack of parental control results in disciplined
children with no objective in life

@ The mental as well as the physical health of the
concemed children to a great extent gets affected
by substance misuse among parents (Richert ef
al, 2018)

@ Children tend to imitate and learn what they see
and experience their parents did

@ Julie had set a bad example for her children as
she herself had no motive in life other than
fulfilling her addiction requirements

@ Her children were not provided with the basic
needs to live a normal life and were maltreated
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CHILD NEGLECT

@ Neglect is referred to the failure on
the part of the parents to raise
their children (Mulder et al., 2018)

@ It can be defined as the inability to

provide supervision related to the
health and safety of the child

@ The basic needs of the child such
as food, shelter and clothing are
not met

@ The children are not given proper
education and attention

@ Julie in the present case study has
faled to ensure significant
stimulation and nurture to her
children
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REASONS FOR BEING IN A
VULNERABLE POSITION

® Poverty and lack of healthy diet
® Poor quality housing

@ No or limited access to activities
of leisure

® Limited parental understanding
of the development of children
and the requirements of the
children (McGarty and Melville,
2018)

@ Negative health behaviours of
parents
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FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH BEING
IN A VULNERABLE POSITION

® Lack of mental capacity to live a normal life

©® Being physically dependent on others (Joy
etal, 2018)

® Having low selfesteem and previous
history of abuse

® The present case study of Julie depicts
negative experiences associated with being
addicted to and indulging in prostitution

@ Julie required the help of a social worker to
help her children in getting proper access to
education and be successful in overcoming
addiction
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HELP PROVIDED BY THE WELFARE

AGENCY

@ The agency of welfare helped the family of Julie
by providing them necessary benefits of cash

The children were given proper education
facilities and the attendance was 99% after the
necessary attention given by the social workers

The hub of protecting children has allowed the
police and other agencies of social care to
implement necessary measures to safeguard
the children of Julie

The local agency residing in the UK such as
NSPCC has helped to improve her condition of
Julie by helping her to seek counselling

Laws of strict enforcement ensure the
protection of every child belonging to vulnerable
families (Cordero et al., 2019)
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDUCIN
PARENTAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE

® Ensuring psychosocial
interventions

® Upholding the necessary treatment
for ensuring CBT (Stewart ef al,
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® Meditation and physical exercise !'9."",9"5%.
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® Indulging in productive work

® Maintaining a healthy lifestyle by
contributing to the welfare of the
society
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ONCLUSION

@ The study has discussed vividly the
present scenario of the case of Julie.

@ The presentation has reflected the
reasons for being in a vulnerable
position.

@ The study has addressed and
evaluated the factors associated with
being in a vulnerable position

@ It has highlighted how far children are
affected by substance abuse among
parents.

@ The study has reflected how Julie had
indulged in morally incorrect activities
such as prostitution to meet the
requirements of her addiction
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INTRODUCTION

@ The presentation will discuss and
analyse the given case study

@ The study will reflect on and examine
the aspects of vwvulnerability and
families facing adversity

@ Vulnerable children are analysed as
being under the threat of physical as

well as emotional outcomes (Drane
et al., 2020)

@ The explanation of terms that are
associated with Parental substance
abuse

@ The presentation will take into
consideration the impact of parental
substance misuse on child health
and wellbeing





image2.jpeg
OVERVIEW OF THE CASE STUDY

@ The presentation will reflect the case
study of Julie living in Bradford

@ Julie is a mother and she is addicted
to heroin

@ Lately, she has been accused of
indulging in criminal activities and
prostitution

@ The neighbour of Julie and the social
workers have lodged complaints of
Julie's children loitering around

@ The neglect of Julie has resulted in
low attendance and poor
performance of her children in school
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VULNERABILITY AND FAMILY FACIN
ADVERSITY

@ The term vulnerable families reflect the living situations of families that|
are taken into account as being problematic (Dowling and Bames,
2020)

@ Vulnerable families demand professional support to fulfil their basic|
needs

@ Factors of the family such as income poverty, deprivation of materials,
the heath of parents and behaviour of parents determine the emergence
of such condition

@ The characteristics of vulnerable families are estimated as disability of
children, depression of parents, a family experiencing substance abuse,
poverty and matters associated with social isolation

@ The present case study reflects how children of Julie are a part of a|
vulnerable family as their mother is involved in prostitution and drug
addiction
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DEFINITION OF PARENTAL
SUBSTANCE ABUSE

@ The term related to substance abuse among
children can be analysed as the longterm
misuse of alcohol and drugs by a parent

@ The concept highlights the use of drugs that are
considered illegal

@ Substance abuse results in social, emotional,
physical and lastly problems in getting employed
and leading a nommal life (Bufquin et al., 2021)

© The case of Julie reflects how a mother is forced

into prostitution and criminal activities to meet
the expenses of her addiction

@ The behaviour exhibited by Julie is essentially
marked by the compulsive craving for drugs





