During this assignment the main goal is to understand why practitioners observe and why note taking is important, a case study will be provided to relate back to why , how and when practitioners use this method including the importance of this. Also looking into safeguarding, how this is applied, what practice is used and how to identify abuse. 
Observation in childcare settings involves watching, listening, documenting, and assessing children as they explore, play, and learn.  Monitoring children's physical actions, attitudes, gestures, and behaviours, as well as listening to them talk and interact with others, will reveal their developmental stages, likes and dislikes, and how they learn via play and interactions.  It also tell’s more about the child as a person, including how they interact with other children and adults. Observing children as they explore, play, and learn allows practitioners to ensure that a child's development is at the expected stage, whether the environment and resources (toys or equipment) are stimulating their development, and what future support the child will need to gain new interests, skills, and knowledge. While observation is important in a childcare setting, one of the main factors practitioners must apply is safeguarding on the child. Safeguarding in schools is essential for keeping children safe. It means having:
· whole-school policies and procedures
· staff and volunteers confident in identifying and raising concerns.
· leadership confident in responding to and referring concerns and working with other agencies to protect children.
· teaching resources to promote wellbeing. (NSPCC, No date) 
looking at the case provided with Joanna, teachers started to notice some bruising on her body along with Joanna being very quiet and distant, with teachers noticing a difference in joanna’s behaviour and her deminer it shows that they have been observing and note taking. Teachers must be aware of the warning signs of potential abuse, neglect, and other types of harm, and be prepared to take appropriate action if necessary. Teachers must monitor and report any suspected indicators of abuse or neglect in accordance with their school's child safety policy. Heir.T.(2023) . When asking what happened to Joanna’s arm with the bruises she proceeded to get distant refusing to speak about it. It’s difficult for teachers to try and get answers from a child who they suspect may be experiencing abuse, instead teachers should allow the child to tell what happened in his or her own words, but avoid asking leading questions. Not asking open-ended inquiries like, "Is there anything else you'd like to tell me?" Communicate with the child in a manner that is appropriate for their age, understanding, and preferences. Children have a right to be safeguarded and protected from harm. Any allegation of abuse made by or on behalf of a child should be taken seriously and the child should be listened to and dealt with sensitively. Welsh government.(2014). Schools in the United Kingdom have a legislative responsibility to safeguard children against abuse. They play a critical role in keeping children and adolescents safe. Schools should foster a culture in which: Children feel comfortable speaking out if they have concerns about their own or another child's safety and adults are confident in identifying and responding to safeguarding and child protection problems. It is not always easy to recognise the indicators of abuse. Someone who has been mistreated may make excuses for their bruises, may not want to go out or talk to people. It is critical to recognise the indications of abuse and, when they are found, respectfully express your concerns to the person you believe is being abused. Waiting for the person to tell you what's been going on with them may cause the abuse to continue. Behavioural indicators of maltreatment in an elderly person include: become silent and reclusive which Joanna has already displayed. And some  Symptoms may include violent or hostile behaviour, unkempt appearance, unexpected changes in mood and physical indicators like bruises or wounds.
if you as a teacher feel a pupil in your class has experienced abuse, it’s important to remember the 3Rs. 
Recognise
There are numerous types of abuse, thus the symptoms will differ for each child in each circumstance. There are several frequent symptoms that something is affecting a kid or young person's life, and while these signs do not always indicate that they are being abused, it is always advisable to examine the situation and have an open mind. Campgain.gov.(No date.)
Respond
If you have any concerns about a child's well-being, you should immediately follow your organisation's child protection policy and contact the designated safeguarding lead (DSL) or designated safeguarding person (DSP). 
Refer
If issues worsen, it is critical to refer them to children's social care. Referrals should adhere to the local referral process.

Reporting on children and young people presents unique obstacles.  In some circumstances, reporting about children puts them or other children at risk of retaliation or stigmatisation. Guidelines for Reporting on Children, Do not further stigmatise any child; avoid categorisations or descriptions that expose a youngster to negative consequences, such as extra physical or psychological suffering, or lifelong abuse, discrimination, or rejection by their community. Always provide proper context for the child's story or image. UNICEF, (2018). Everyone is responsible for safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children. Everyone who interacts with children and their families has a role to perform. To effectively satisfy this role, all practitioners should adopt a child-centred approach. This means they should always consider what is best for the child.
No single practitioner can fully understand a child's needs and circumstances. To ensure that children and families receive the right aid at the right time, everyone who comes into touch with them must have a part in spotting concerns, exchanging information, and taking timely action. At any childcare setting At induction, all staff should receive appropriate safeguarding and child protection training (including online safety), which should include an understanding of the expectations, applicable roles, and responsibilities in terms of filtering and monitoring. Training should be updated on a regular basis. Furthermore, all staff should undergo safeguarding and child protection (including internet safety) updates on a regular basis, at least once a year, to ensure that they have the necessary skills and knowledge to properly safeguard children.
In the case with Joanna where there is clear signs of harm to the child, a referral must be made quickly. The bigger the perceived risk, the more immediate the response should be. It could come from a member of the public, the child in question, another youngster, a family member, or practitioner staff. It could refer to a single occurrence or a series of lower-level problems. Children’s safe guarding (No date). Not only is there clear signs of physical harm on Joanna, there could also be emotional abuse happening, which as professionals this must be reported and logged immediately for Joanna’s safety. 
Stated by ‘Childrens safeguarding’, The protection of children is crucial in all choices affecting their welfare. Any action taken by personnel must guarantee that no child is in immediate risk. When determining whether immediate action is required to protect a child, all agencies should also consider whether action is required to safeguard and protect the welfare of any other children in the same household or related to the household or the household of an alleged perpetrator or elsewhere, e.g., a work environment such as a school. 
Teachers should take any concerns they have about a pupil seriously and respond properly. If a teacher has a concern, they should immediately notify the designated safeguarding lead at their school. This could be a senior member of staff or a safety officer. The designated safeguarding lead will assist teachers in deciding whether a referral to social services is warranted. Teachers have a responsibility to ensure that every child is secure; in the case of Joanna, professional practitioners must report this to not only the police but also social services; postponing this may result in extended abuse for the child. To protect Joanna, safeguards must be implemented immediately. 

Having an holistic approach means having an understanding of a child within the context of the child's family (parents or caregivers and the wider family) and of the educational setting, community, faith, social and culture in which they are growing up. The interaction between the developmental needs of children, the capacities of parents or care givers to respond appropriately to those needs and the impact of wider family and environmental factors on children and on parenting capacity requires careful exploration during an assessment. According to Withersworld, (2022) Schools are reminded of the need of incorporating requirements under the Human Rights Act 1998 ('HRA 1998'), the Equality Act 2010 ('EA 2010'), and multi-agency safeguarding arrangements into safeguarding approaches and decisions throughout the process. Safeguarding should involve collaboration with parents, appropriate adults, and statutory support organisations, and it should influence decisions in all aspects of school life, including IT systems, staff recruitment, student curriculums, and the school's management structure.
Determining and assessing the child's best interests ensures the complete and effective enjoyment of all rights recognised by the UNCRC, as well as the child's holistic development. According to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the concept of best interests is dynamic and consists of three elements:
a substantive right: the child's best interests must be examined and taken into primary account when choices or actions affecting children are taken;
a key interpretative legal principle: if a law provision is accessible to more than one interpretation, the one that most effectively serves the child's best interests should be adopted. The decision-making process must consider the potential impact, whether positive or negative. (UNCRC). 

















https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection-schools/ 
https://www.dunbareducation.com/blog/2023/03/safeguarding-matters-why-teachers-need-to-be-proactive-in-keeping-students-safe#:~:text=Teachers%20must%20be%20aware%20of,their%20school's%20child%20protection%20policy. 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-11/safeguarding-children-in-education-handling-allegations-of-abuse-against-teachers-and-other-staff.pdf 
https://enough.campaign.gov.uk/guidance-and-resources-for-teachers/safeguarding-children 
https://www.unicef.org/montenegro/en/ethical-guidelines-reporting-children 
https://sheffieldscb.proceduresonline.com/p_making_refer.html 

https://www.withersworldwide.com/en-gb/insight/read/a-holistic-approach-to-safeguarding-in-uk-schools-keeping-children-safe-in-education-2022 
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