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Introduction

Paragraph One
· Cleopatra’s early life
· In this section I intend to focus on the rule of Ptolemy XII Auletes, Cleopatra’s father, and the society she was brought up to understand. This should enable a wiser reflection on how Cleopatra became such a key and controversial figure in Roman and Egyptian history.
· WILKINSON, T.A.H., 2000. The rise and fall of ancient Egypt: the history of a civilisation from 3000 BC to Cleopatra. England: .
· Family
· Ascension to power
· Cleopatra had several siblings, and several contestants to the throne. Her path to the throne was far from clear and these sections will attempt to map out the complex relationships involved.
· BAIKIE, J., 1929. A History of Egypt. 4, 5 & 6 Soho Square, London: A. & C. Black, LTD.
· BRUGSCH-BEY, H., 1902. Egypt under the Pharaohs. 3 edn. Albemarle Street, London: John Murray.
· GRANT, M., 1972. Cleopatra. 5 Upper Saint Martin's Lane, London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson.
· Siblings and Children
· Cleopatra’s children, as well as nephews and nieces, were key instruments of power after her death, this section will explore the impact of Cleopatra’s life on her children.
· EDMONDSON, J., 2009. Augustus. GB: Edinburgh University Press.

Paragraph Two
· During her reign
· Cleopatra was faced with many difficult decisions during her reign, and the surrounding powers constantly influenced the solutions. This section will tackle some of Cleopatra’s most difficult decisions.
· GALINSKY, G., Karl, 2003. Literature, art, history : studies on classical antiquity and tradition : in honour of W.J. Henderson. Germany: .
· Life at court
· Focusing on the day to day court life, the food, drink, medicines and make up that was commonplace in upper class Egypt gives context to societal expectations Cleopatra had to face as a woman in power.
· SCARBOROUGH, J., 2012. Pharmacology and Toxicology at the Court of Cleopatra VII: Traces of Three Physicians. Herbs and Healers from the Ancient Mediterranean through the Medieval West. Routledge, pp. 23-34.
· 
· Policies of Cleopatra
· What were Cleopatra’s most important policies? How did these change when other affiliations came into play, and how many people influenced these decisions?
· ASHTON, S., 2009. Cleopatra and Egypt. Hoboken: WILEY.
· The effects of social pressures
· In this section I will look at how social relationships change the outcome of a problem. Cleopatra is the perfect example of this as her decisions would change the lives of millions of people, whether directly or indirectly.

Paragraph Three
· The Roman Empire
· This section will present a background on politics in the Roman Empire building up to the meeting of Julius Caesar and Cleopatra
· POWELL and ANTON, 2013. Hindsight in Greek and Roman History. GB: The Classical Press Of Wales.
· Julius Caesar
· An exploration of the complex relationship between Caesar and Cleopatra, and the ultimate repurcussions of his murder.
· Mark Anthony
· Cleopatra’s use of power after a relationship with Mark Anthony developed presents a fascinating insight into the heart of the Egyptian court.
· STUTTARD, D. and MOORHEAD, S., 2012. 31 BC: Antony, Cleopatra and the fall of Egypt. London: British Museum Pr.
· KARP., W., 1978. Love among the ruins. Horizon, XVIII.
· GOLDSWORTHY, A.K., 2010.      Antony and Cleopatra. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson.
· AGER, S.L., 2013. Marriage or mirage ? :: the phantom wedding of Cleopatra and Antony. Classical Philology: A Journal Devoted to Research in Classical Antiquity, 108: 2, pp. 139-155.
· Death
· MILES, M.M., 2011. Cleopatra. US: University Of California Press.
· TAKÁCS SAROLTA, A., 2011. Cleopatra, Isis, and the formation of Augustan Rome. Cleopatra: a sphinx revisited. Ed. Miles, Margaret Melanie (The Joan Palevsky Imprint in Classical Literature), Berkeley (Calif.). University of California, pp. 78-95.

Conclusion


Abstract

I intend to explore how socio-political relationships had an impact on the decisions Cleopatra VII Thea Philopator made throughout her rule. Throughout every cultural and historical form of a ‘royal court’, there are always certain recurring similarities. The intrigue, betrayal and romances are a complex web that would change civilisations on the turn of a whim. The court of Cleopatra is no different, and her entire life revolved around assassinations, power plays, and finding the strongest allies. Exploring from the murderous world of Ancient Egyptian inheritance to the famed romances that would eventually claim her life, I will reflect on portrayals of Cleopatra from her own time, as well as academic analysis of the tumultuous reign of one of the most infamous Pharaohs to rule Egypt.
This project’s main focus is how Cleopatra’s decisions were changed by her social surroundings, due to the global echo that her actions caused.
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