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Essay 1
How effectively has the police service adapted to accommodate diversity within the UK? Consider the police force itself and/or the way police engage with diverse communities. Your answer must be based on academic research. Word limit: 1000 words.

Introduction
Constables are obligated to accord ‘equal respect to all people’ when exercising their duties, that is to act in the interest of fairness, and the absence of bias (Police Reform Act 2002, S.83). The origins of this principle lie in 1829, when Sir Robert Peel, the founder of modern policing, coined the phrase ‘the police are the public and the public are the police’ (College of Policing, 2014). Despite the views of some, the police are not an occupying force, but an institution made to serve and protect its communities. To this end, it is important that constabularies represent their diverse communities and promote engagement with them.
Recruiting and Retaining a Diverse Workforce
In 1980, the reputation of the police was at a low, amongst allegations of unjust violence, the use of coercion to secure confessions, sexism, and racism. From a Hansard, dated 1st May that year, contemporary statistics revealed that a mere “0.2% of the total police strength were members of the ethnic minorities”. Parliament however, recognised that increasing the number of officers from diverse backgrounds would strengthen relations between the police and their communities; and proposed launching recruitment campaigns to achieve this (HC Deb 01 May 1980).
1981 saw a conflict between the police and protestors in South London, known as the Brixton Uprising, following a disproportionate use of stop-and-search powers against black people. Though, in the aftermath of the disorder, Lord Scarman held that institutional racism did not exist, he recommended there be collaborative efforts to recruit more ethnic minorities into the police force. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, an Act of Parliament regulating police conduct with the aim of restoring public confidence, was also introduced in the years that followed (BBC, 2004).
[bookmark: _Hlk174648300]In 1998, the Macpherson Report concluded that the investigation into the infamous murder of Stephen Lawrence, an 18-year-old black male, was inadequate, and that, notwithstanding Lord Scarman’s earlier views, the Metropolitan Police Service was, institutionally racist (UK Parliament, 2021). Constabularies across England and Wales, however, were beginning to better represent the multi-cultural nature of their communities. In 1999, 2% of police officers were reported to be from black or minority ethnic (BME) backgrounds, compared to 6.5% of the population. Though this trajectory continued, with 5.5% of officers having a BME background in 2015, no force in England or Wales then had a representation reflecting its local demographic (House of Common Home Office Affairs Committee, 2016).
8.4% of police officers across the 43 constabularies are from BME backgrounds at the time of writing, with Asian officers constituting 3.8%, mixed-race officers 2.6%, black officers 1.3%, and those from other ethnic groups amounting to 0.7% (Home Office, 2024). Whilst these figures reflect a considerable improvement on the 0.2% of 1980, much is to be done before the make-up of the police service resembles an accurate reflection of the multi-cultural society of our time. In 2021, 18% of people across England and Wales identified with BME groups – 9% with an Asian ethnic group, 4% with a black ethnic group, 3% with multiple ethnic groups, and 2% with other ethnic groups (UK Parliament, 2024).
Through a range of lawful initiatives, ‘positive action’ intends to redress the imbalance for underrepresented groups (Equality Act 2010, S.158). There is a greater likelihood of persons from BME communities being victims of crime, and in particular, violent crime and homicide (Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities, 2021); and, owing to this fact, it is imperative that the make-up of the police service reflects the range of communities across England and Wales. This communicates to all citizens that the public are the police, and that the police serve all people, irrespective of their sex, race, religion, or socio-economic background.
Engaging with Diverse Communities
Jones and Newburn observed that cultural pluralism, i.e., “the interaction of diverse cultural, ethnic, and religious groups” (Harvard University, n.d.), challenges the police service as it strives to respond to the conflicting demands of an ever-more diverse society; and that although nationwide approval for the police lacks plausibility, better engagement with so-called ‘hard-to-reach groups’ shall address areas of policing that inflame tensions between the police and its communities. Jones and Newburn argue that Sir Robert Peel’s philosophy of ‘policing by consent’ - that is, that the police derive their power from the common consent of the public – is realised when most members of the community accept the police as legitimate agents (Jones and Newburn, 2001).
The term, ‘community engagement’, encompasses a range of activities, and is to be viewed as a process of collaboration between the police and members of its local communities. In their review, Lister, Platts-Fowler, and Staniforth note that better engagement supports informed policing, allowing forces to become more responsive to needs of their communities; and that such consultation and collaboration are linked to decreases in both crime and disorder. Participation, however, is reported to be low, particularly amongst certain hard-to-reach groups, and as such, there are concerns surrounding representation (Lister. S, Platts-Fowler. D, and Staniforth A., n.d.). In addition to there sometimes being language barriers, historic incidents, such as the Brixton Uprising, have created a long-standing, deep-rooted, generational distrust for the police. Though there is no straightforward remedy, a greater representation of these communities amongst the police would support better engagement.
Conclusion
It is without doubt that constabularies of the modern-era better represent the diverse demographic of England and Wales. Having a diverse police service results in better engagement with its communities, which, through greater collaboration, allows the police to achieve their overarching mission – that is, to prevent crime and disorder, and to bring offenders to justice.
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Essay 2
Counter Terrorism Policing – 
How might terrorist groups’ involvement in other forms of criminality inform counter-terrorism policing? Your answer must be based on academic research. Word limit: 1000 words.

Introduction
Terrorism has become harder to combat in the modern era in view of the digital world, and as terrorist groups look to capitalise on globalisation (NPCC, n.d.). The challenges of conceptualizing ‘terrorism’ are reflected in a complex legal definition (Terrorism Act 2000, S.1.), but in its broadest sense, ‘terrorism’ concerns the use of violence against civilians to advance political or ideological causes (Ganor, B., 2015). Though Northern Ireland related terrorism continues to threaten UK interests, Islamist terrorism poses the most significant threat to the UK. Much of that threat emanates from self-radicalised individuals who, due to their extreme interpretation of scripture or because of perceived grievances against the western world, conspire to commit terrorist attacks using unsophisticated methodologies. The rise of right-wing extremism is also a topical, global issue, as hate-fuelled individuals, commit atrocities in support of white supremacism. Due to the prevalence of so-called lone wolf terrorists, it has become more difficult for the authorities to detect terrorist plots. There remains, however, an enduring threat from militant organisations, such as the Islamic State, whom co-ordinate sophisticated attacks (MI5, n.d.). This paper will consider how terrorists’ involvement in other crime assists counter-terrorism units in preventing attacks.
Terrorist Methodologies
Terrorists commit atrocities through the means of various methodologies, including the use of explosive devices and biological or chemical agents, all of which incorporate various degrees of sophistication (Howell Township, n.d.). In marauding terrorist attacks, like the Christchurch Mosque Shootings, perpetrators move through public spaces intent on killing the maximum number of people possible (Protect UK, n.d.). All terrorist attacks require preparation, and as in other forms of criminality, perpetrators must plan and finance their activities.
Financing Terrorism
Terrorist organisations must generate funds through illicit means to procure their members in order to remain hidden from the authorities. Thus, their involvement in other forms of criminality, like money laundering and drug trafficking, are inherent. Intergovernmental organisation, the Financial Action Task Force, has discovered that “the misuse of non-profit organisations for the financing of terrorism is coming to be a recognised as a crucial weak point in the global struggle to stop such funding at its source”. In areas of the world experiencing extreme depravation where terrorist networks maintain a stronghold, charitable donations are known to be diverted to fund terrorism (Financial Action Task Force, 2008). 
Scholars have posited a number of theoretical models when considering the connection between organised crime and terrorism. Williams identified 3 distinct models of engagement - the first being what is known as the ‘convergence’ proposal, which concerns the fusion of organised crime and terrorism (Williams, 1988). This crime-terror nexus is well-illustrated in Europe, where the proceeds of crime, in particular drug-dealing, part-finance 40% of terrorist plots on the continent (Basra, Neumann, & Brunner, 2016). Williams’ second model is the ‘organised crime-terrorism nexus and refers to the collaboration between organised crime groups and terrorist organisations (Williams, 1988). Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb’s involvement in drug-smuggling, for example, is well documented, with the militant organisation generating income via tribute and taxation when permitting drug cartels to transport contraband across its terrain into Europe. (Reitano, Clarke & Adal, 2017). The third model relates to the conversion of a crime syndicate into a terrorist organisation. Pablo Escobar’s violent attempts to dictate his government’s position on the extradition of Columbian nationals are among the most notable examples of ‘narco-terrorism’.
The ‘organised crime-terror nexus' extends to human trafficking; and sexual markets in territories controlled by the Islamic State provide a source of revenue for terror. In 2016, abduction earnt the Jihadist group $10-30 million (Malik. N, 2017). Malik argues that the link between sexual violence, trafficking, and terrorism needs to be explored to greater-depths due to there being a lack of statistics and testimonies illustrating the connection.
In reference to Williams’ ‘convergence’ thesis, Malik does, however, note that among the perpetrators of attacks committed in the name of the Islamic State throughout both the United States and Europe, several have been known to commit domestic and sexual violence in their pasts. It is without doubt that this field is also under-researched. Although the disposition of right-wing extremists to commit offences surrounding racial-hatred is well-documented, there is little research as to the suspected link between the extreme far-right and sexual crimes – those committed against children, to be specific. James Mason, an advocate for international neo-Nazi terrorist network, the National Socialist Resistance Front, has convictions for ‘illegal use of a minor in nudity-orientated material’, ‘sexual exploitation of a minor’, and ‘contributing to the delinquency of a minor’ (Upchurch H.E, 2021; Sunshine. S, 2024). Likewise, Jack Renshaw, a former spokes-person for the proscribed neo-Nazi organisation, National Action, was convicted of ‘inciting a child to engage in sexual activity’, in addition to stirring up racial hatred, threatening to kill a police officer and preparing an act of terrorism (York. C, 2019).
Conclusion
As international terrorism seeks to capitalise on globalisation, it requires, and thus encourages, greater collaboration between national governments to prevent acts of terror world-wide. The inherent involvement of militant organisations in other forms of criminality, such as trafficking, aids counter-terrorism policing units as members of terrorist networks are scrutinised as part of non-terror related investigations. Moreover, Section 6 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 authorises the State to recover the proceeds of crimes committed, and in doing so, impede the financing of terrorism, where possible (Proceeds of Crime Act 2002, S.6.). Furthermore, the disposition of extremists to perpetrate domestic and sexual abuse often brings them to attention of the police, and in so doing, affords opportunities to connect them to terror-related activities.
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Essay 3
How might personal attitudes, values and bias impact upon the effective investigation of volume crime? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may refer to relevant, recent examples. Word limit: 1000 words

Introduction
Volume crime, as per the volume crime management model, refers to crime, that through its sheer volume has a destructive effect on the sector in which it is committed and that challenges the wherewithal of the local police to combat it. It includes theft offences, such as street-robbery, burglary, and vehicular crime, as well as criminal damage and non-crime issues, like anti-social behaviour (College of Policing, 2018). In order to establish the effectiveness of law enforcement agencies in managing volume crime, consideration might be given to the rates of detection surrounding the various categories of offences – in particular, the police’s track record for linking suspects to these crimes (Newburn et al., 2007). In this paper, I will review the challenges faced when investigating volume crime with reference to current statistical data and also a recent investigation that I led whilst serving as a Police Constable with South Wales Police. 
Rates of Detection
On account of limited initial lines of enquiry, volume crime investigations often come to a dead end. Burrows et. al. contends that together with the high-rate at which such crimes are committed, this truth is the principal reason victims are denied justice (Burrows et al., 2005). In the year ending March 2023, 73.7% of overall theft investigations across England and Wales were finalised as a result of no suspect having been identified. In the same manner, 74.2% of investigations into residential dwelling burglaries failed to pinpoint a suspect, as did 85.7% of investigations relating to vehicle theft (Home Office, 2023).
Case Example: Vehicle Theft
There are a number of offences encapsulated within the bracket of ‘vehicle theft’, including vehicle interference, and theft from, and the theft of motor vehicles. Experienced offenders who are well-versed in the art of committing crime without being detected increase the challenge of investigating volume crime, particularly in cases of vehicle theft, where the vehicle is nowhere to be found and as a result cannot be examined (Newburn et al. 2007). 
The complainant in an investigation, for which I was the officer in case, reported that her vehicle had been stolen from outside of her house sometime throughout the previous night. Initial house to house enquiries revealed that there were no witnesses to the crime, nor was there CCTV footage capturing the theft. However, in conducting her own investigation in the initial aftermath of the crime, the complainant discovered that the perpetrator had refuelled the vehicle at a local refuelling station. CCTV footage recovered from the location showed that the perpetrator was wearing a black jacket, blue trousers and white trainers, but he could not be identified as he was wearing a balaclava. When the vehicle was later found abandoned, forensic examination was carried out in the hope that through cross referencing trace evidence at scene with biometric data held on record, a suspect would be identified. During the examination, a fingerprint identified to a prolific thief was located on the outside of vehicle; and although this finding produced a suspect, he could not be considered for the offence on this evidence alone. From liaising with Integrated Offender Management, I discovered that the suspect had been arrested on the night in question for an unrelated offence, a short distance from the where vehicle was found abandoned and just a matter hours after it had been refuelled. Upon reviewing footage of the arrest, I could see that his clothing matched that of the individual seen in the CCTV footage, and therefore I was able to connect him to the crime. The complainant’s high-degree of co-operation in this investigation was integral to its success.  



Procedural Justice
Reluctance to support police action, however, can sometimes arise out of a fear that the offender will seek revenge, or of a belief that their case will be trivialised (Newburn et al, 2007). The manner in which officers behave towards victims, beginning with initial contact, is known to impact the extent to which the police are viewed as legitimate agents (HM Inspectorate of Probation, n.d.). This notion of ‘procedural justice’ influences the level of victim engagement and has a direct impact on the willingness of citizens to participate in investigations (Murphy and Backworth, 2014). Mazerolle et all conclude that effective dialogue can generate huge benefits for public perception (Mazerolle et al., 2013).
Prioritisation
For victims of volume crime, the feeling of invasion experienced in the aftermath of an incident can result in them feeling unsafe and, in turn, can result in them questioning the effectiveness of the police service. The Police Federation in England and Wales argue that for constabularies to have an impact on wide-spread volume crime, then effective investigation should constitute an essential part of their crime reduction strategies (Police Federation England and Wales, 2019). Limited resources are often allocated to volume crime, however, with prioritisation being given to criminal acts that are considered to be more serious (Feist and Newiss, 2004, cited in Zabriko, M. (2021)).
The National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) identified that the allocation of such crimes to officers burdened with onerous workloads and who are receiving a lack of managerial support is having a considerable impact upon the investigation of volume crime. It was thus held that there is need for improvement as to the manner in which volume crime is tackled. Some constabularies across England and Wales have since found success in trialling the creation of specific units who investigate these offences (NPIA, 2009). The effective targeting of prolific offenders who commit crimes such as retail theft for instance, without fear of reprisal, will provide communities with a considerable degree of reassurance.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk176019262]Tackling volume crime remains a challenging endeavour due to various reasons, including but not limited to the willingness of citizens to participate in the investigation of these offences and the diligence of investigators, which it must be noted, is impacted by their ability to dedicate sufficient time to investigating volume crime in an era when crime is on the rise and where there is pressure on officers to prioritise incidents which present higher threat and risk of harm (Office for National Statistics, 2024). It might be then that the solution lies in the creation of operational units responsible for the investigation of volume crime alone.
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Essay 4
Outline potential links between serious and organised crime and public protection issues. What characteristics make some people more vulnerable to exploitation by serious and organised crime gangs? Your answer must be based on academic research. Word limit: 1000 words

Introduction
Serious and organised crime has become epidemic throughout England and Wales, blighting communities and ruining lives (Home Office, 2024). The United Nations Palermo Convention of 2000 formulated the most cited definition of organised crime: “a structured group of 3 or more persons, existing at a period of time and acting in concert with the aim of committing 1 or more serious crimes or offences … in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit” (United Nations, 2004). Their illicit activities involve the exploitation of vulnerable people; thus, in this assignment, I will outline the public protection issues organised crime groups give rise to.
The ’County Lines’ Criminal Business Model
Childhood is among the most vulnerable periods of human life. The grooming and trafficking of children to sell controlled drugs on ‘county lines’ constitutes ‘child criminal exploitation’ and is a form of child abuse (Wroe, L. 2019). Organised crime groups use children to move drugs from a central hub, often a metropolis, into other market areas, including provincial towns. Dedicated mobile phone ‘lines’ are established to promote and expand the groups distribution network via text messages and social media (Fawell, L et al., (2024). Though the participation of children is often coerced as a result of debt-bondage, some work the lines of their own choosing in pursuit of financial and status rewards (Robinson, G, et al., 2018). Recruitment is promoted though social media platforms, with established gang-members showcasing their lavish life-style, and in so doing, enticing those from disadvantaged backgrounds in particular. There is also evidence of male offenders utilising grooming tactics when attempting to exploit vulnerable females. The offender gives the impression that he is in a romantic relationship with the female before exploiting her. There is also notable increase in the targeting of children living within imported areas, as opposed to the exporting cities (National Crime Agency (NCA), 2018). The expansion of criminal enterprises has a notable adverse impact on suburban and coastal communities as knife-crime and anti-social behaviour associated with serious organised crime becomes more widespread (HM Government, 2016). There has been a dramatic rise in violence, knife-crime specifically, as gangs across England and Wales attempt to defend their territories and enhance their reach (Lewis. M, et al, 2020). Though there are intelligence gaps as to the routes organised crime groups use to transport their product, the rail network is known to be a principal mode of travel. In all likelihood, this is due to the great involvement of children who are unable to drive (NCA, 2018).
‘Cuckooing’
Having operational bases within the imported areas is essential to the success of ‘county lines’ networks; and therefore, organised crime groups seeking to expand their business are known to take over the homes of local people in order to facilitate the dealing of heroin and crack-cocaine in remote areas. This practice is referred to as ‘cuckooing’ in reference to the cuckoo bird that invades and occupies nests belonging to other birds. Spicer et al observe that leading commentaries concerning ‘cuckooing’ have emphasised its “exploitative nature and the vulnerabilities of those involved”. Though operational bases are sometimes established in abandoned buildings, vulnerable people residing in the focus area are often subjected to ruthless threats of violence, and sometimes, actual violence (Spicer et al, 2019). In targeting drug addicts, organised crime groups often look to exploit their own clientele; however, those at risk of cuckooing also include the elderly, people suffering from mental-ill health, and those with physical disabilities. It is perceived that because of their isolation, these groups can be manipulated and mistreated without it being brought to the attention of the authorities. Butera notes that dealers are able to coerce the compliance of these vulnerable individuals through fear. Residents who are ‘complicit victims’ become concerned that police involvement will impede their access to substances, leading to them experiencing withdrawal; or that it will result in them being evicted and becoming homeless as a result. There is also the ever-present threat of violence (Butera, J, 2013). Compounding the problem, there is evidence to suggest that those who reside in more rural areas demonstrate greater drug use and experience a higher degree of social isolation than people living in more populated areas, therefore, increasing their exploitative characteristics (Fawell, L et al, (2024).
Disruption Strategies
Intervention via a collaborative approach between multi-agencies, including law enforcement, leads to successful disruption outcomes and is integral to safeguarding those most at risk of harm from serious and organised crime. It is not in the public interest to criminalise children for example, who have been coerced into working the lines because of debt-bondage, and thus police officers investigating serious and organised crime must consider ‘aggravating or mitigating’ circumstances when determining the most suitable disposal for offenders. Given the widespread nature of county lines, with couriers travelling considerable distances, appropriate information sharing between constabularies aids the detection of organised crime and allows for sufficient safeguarding measures to taken with regards to those most at risk of exploitation (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022).
Conclusion
For organised crime groups, the widespread distribution of heroin and crack-cocaine is dependent on the exploitation of vulnerable people; and as all vulnerabilities present a target, there is a broad profile of potential victims. In light of this, the ‘county lines’ criminal business model has found success. As per Fawell et al, a better understanding of ‘county lines’ victimisation is required in order to disrupt serious and organised crime, and to combat the hold that it has taken on communities nationwide (Fawell, L et al, (2024).
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