Self-Reflection

The micro-teaching lesson consisted of an English lesson where I taught a poem, St. David’s Day by Brenda Williams. The pupils were to identify the features of a poem, in particular, focusing on nouns, adjectives and stanzas; how many are there and what they mean. Then, the pupils will complete the sentences that describe the poem, giving the pupils an opportunity time for discussion.
	The aim and lesson objectives of this lesson were “to use inference skills to understand our feelings about a Welsh poem” and “To use Welsh words to express our feelings about a Welsh poem.” Thus, the success criteria was that, “Pupils will show understanding of nouns, adjectives, stanzas and the Welsh language,” and that “Pupils will be able to express their opinions and feelings about the poem using Welsh vocabulary.” The aim of the lesson was to improve Welsh and incidental Welsh through the study of a poem about St. David’s Day. The lesson would give them a sufficient amount of Welsh vocabulary and information to be able to express their thoughts and feelings about a poem, with reasons why.
	The first lesson objective, “to use inference skills to understand feelings about a Welsh poem” was met. This is because, I discussed the poem with the pupils which allowed them to reflect on it, and, identifying how many nouns, stanzas and adjectives there were, allowed them to focus on the poem more in a much more analytical way. However, I believe that this target could have been met more successfully. To do this, I could have used more questions to focus in on the poem and reflect on it more; I also could have asked the pupils whether they did or did not like the poem after we had read through it.
	In my opinion, I believe that I achieved the aims and lesson objectives of the lesson. The second lesson objective, “to use Welsh words to express our feelings about a Welsh poem” was met successfully. This is because, I read the poem with the pupils and I was able to teach them different literary terms. We also went through the poem, and the pupils independently identified different literary terms. Also, to help assist the pupils with the plenary, I put words to help express feelings and thoughts about the poem, to complete the sentences that were given. Therefore, this target was met successfully. 
	There were many things that went well in this lesson which I am proud of and makes me feel much more confident in using incidental Welsh in future lessons. One thing that went well was the seating plan; this is because, the pupils were in a position where they could discuss their answers with each other in a good manner and tone of voice, and they were also in a good position where they could see the PowerPoint clearly and comfortably. The PowerPoint was also detailed enough for them to see and to use to help them with their answers. Also, the questioning technique worked efficiently as the questions were understandable and easy to answer. The pupils also had enough time to answer the questions; through discussions amongst their peers and as a class. There was also enough time for the pupils to read through the poem together, as a class, and for the pupils to identify key terms. Lastly, another aspect of the lesson that went well which I am also proud of, is that, we, as a class, read through the poem together lovely; there was a good pace to the poem, everything was said clearly and the pupils felt confident in reading the poem out loud to the class. I am very pleased with how the lesson went and thus, feel more confident and comfortable with using incidental Welsh in future lessons. 
	From this experience that I was fortunate enough to have, I now know that there are things that I should improve on. One of these aspects are to practise pronunciation as I struggled with some words, which, as a teacher, is not very beneficial for the pupils. I would also have the lesson be longer as it would not only benefit the pupils more, but it would also benefit me more as I would be able to practise more Welsh and improve my confidence and familiarity with it even more. However, something that did not go well is that I did not introduce the lesson as well as it could have been introduced; I did not explain the lesson objectives or the focus of the lesson very well. This likely could have confused the pupils, however, I did explain the lesson objectives and focus of the lesson whilst handing out the poem. Next time, I well ensure that I introduce the lesson efficiently and clearly. I will also ensure that I recap what the lesson objectives and success criteria are with the pupils, in order to remind them what they are. This will ensure that the lesson is much more beneficial for the pupils in future.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This experience will help with my future job as an educator because I will now feel more comfortable and familiar with using Welsh and incidental Welsh throughout my lessons, which will follow the Welsh Government’s ‘2050 Vision: A Million Welsh Speakers’. This will also benefit the pupils and myself, as we will have more knowledge of the Welsh language. This experience has also made me realise just how important it is to engage in the Welsh language and culture and how important it is to use the Welsh language and culture within my lessons. I am extremely pleased with how well my lesson went and that I had the opportunity to engage in this experience. My future lessons as an educator will be much more beneficial for the pupils because of this.
