Detailed Source Account
Alexander the Great’s marriage to Roxanne, the Bactrian and Sogdian noble woman[footnoteRef:1] captures after the taking of the Sogdian Rock,[footnoteRef:2] is presented differently across the surviving literary traditions. Quintus Curtius Rufus, Plutarch and Arrian all agree that Roxanne’s exceptional beauty immediately attracted Alexnader, yet each author frames the relationship through distinctive thematic priorities. [1:  Christopoulos, 2012, p. 4]  [2:  Badian, 2018] 


Writing in the Imperial period before 228 CE,[footnoteRef:3] Quintius Curtius Rufus gives a full literary account with his Roxanne episode embedded into a broader moral narrative about Alexander’s self-control, emotional volatility and gradual moral decline. He describes Roxanne a “remarkable beauty”[footnoteRef:4] that Alexander is struck by. Unlike earlier portrayals of Alexander’s restraint, Curtius stresses his emotional susceptibility. Alexander’s reaction is immediate and passionate. At the same time, Curtius complicates the scene by showing Alexnader attempting to balance desire with self-discipline. Alexnader refuses to treat Roxanne as merely as a captive or sexual prize of war. Instead, he declares his desire to marry Roxanne,[footnoteRef:5] an act Curtius frames as unusual for a Macedonian conqueror and therefore significant. This introduces the tension between Alexander’s passion and his aspiration toward moderation.   [3:  Baynham, 1998, p. 7]  [4:  Curt, History of Alexander, 8.4.21-30]  [5:  Curt, History of Alexander., 8.4.26] 


Plutarch’s account is brief and free of dramatic detail than Curtius, reflecting his biographical and ethical focus rather than Curtius’s tragic moral narrative, In Lives, Plutarch’s purpose is to present character example, and Roxanne’s episode becomes a short illustration of Alexander moderation. Plutarch similarly notes Roxanne’s beauty as the immediate cause for Alexander falling in love and choosing to marry her over keeping her as a slave.[footnoteRef:6] This choice becomes evidence of Alexander’s self-restraint and nobility of character. Where Curtius highlights inner conflict and impulsiveness, Plutarch present the marriage as an ethical act: Alexnader honours Roxanne with lawful marriage, demonstrating respect even in conquest. The relationship therefore functions as a moral example.  [6:  Plut., Alex 47.4] 


Arrian’s account is the most restrained and historically orientated. Writing with a conscious reliance on earlier historians such as Ptolemy and Aristobulus, Arrian avoids Curtius’ moralizing drama and Plutarch’s anecdotal ethical framing. Arrian agrees with the other sources that Roxanne’s beauty motivated Alexander’s desire to marry her.[footnoteRef:7] Yet Arrian places greater emphasis on the political utility of marriage. By marrying the daughter of a prominent Sogdian noble, Alexander could reconcile the local population and stabilise his rule. Unlike Plutarch, Arrian does not praise Alexander’s restraint explicitly; and unlike Curtius, he does not interpret the episode as a sign of moral decline. Arrian presents love and political advantage as coexisting motives.  [7:  Arr., Anabasis of Alexander, 4.19.5-6] 

Roxanne is consistently characterised as beautiful, with Alexnader’s attraction immediate. However, the sources differ in interpretation. Curtius presents the relationship within a moral narrative of Alexander’s emotional volatility and gradual decline, using Roxanne as a symbol of passion and cultural transformation. Plutarch offers a brief ethical anecdote in which Alexander’s marriage demonstrates restraint and honour. Arrian treats the marriage pragmatically, balancing Alexander’s personal desire with its political advantages. These variants reveal distinct agendas through which each author construct Alexander’s character.
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