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Germanwings strike forces 180 flight cancellations
· 30 December 2019
 a three-day strike over the New Year period, forcing the cancellation of about 180 flights.
The walkout, called by the UFO union, began at 23:00 GMT on Sunday and will last until 23:00 GMT on Wednesday.
Talks over the weekend broke down, with the union rejecting management concessions as insufficient.
Last month, a cabin crew strike caused Lufthansa to cancel 1,500 flights.
UFO wants to secure higher pay and better benefits, as well as making it easier for staff to get long-term contracts.
After last month's strike, Lufthansa agreed to arbitration. But after the breakdown of talks on Saturday, German media reported that the two sides were unable to agree on the topics to be covered by the arbitration process.
UFO vice-president Daniel Flohr told ZDF television that the strikes could be extended at short notice if necessary.
A Germanwings spokeswoman said about 15% of flights due to take place during the strike period had been cancelled.
Most of the affected flights are within Germany, but some flights to Austria and Switzerland have also been halted.
Cologne-Bonn, Munich, Hamburg and Berlin-Tegel airports are the worst hit.
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Lufthansa scraps 1,300 flights in 48-hour strike
· 7 November 2019
warned that further strikes could come "at any time"
Lufthansa has cancelled 1,300 flights after it lost a last-minute legal bid to halt a strike by cabin crew.
The two-day action over pay and conditions began at midnight local time. About 180,000 passengers are set to face travel disruption.
The UFO union said it would hit all Lufthansa flights from German airports.
Flights by Lufthansa's other airlines including Eurowings, Swiss, Austrian Airlines, and Brussels Airlines are not affected, the airline said.
Lufthansa has cancelled 700 flights on Thursday and 600 on Friday, amounting to about one-fifth of its planned flights over the 48-hour period.
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It said it regretted the inconvenience caused, adding: "We will do everything we can to minimise the impact of this massive strike on our customers."
On Wednesday, a Frankfurt labour court rejected Lufthansa's application to prevent the strike, which is part of a long-running dispute at the airline.
Lufthansa has said passengers travelling between German airports can exchange their tickets online for rail tickets. Other passengers will be offered alternative flights.
The union's vice-president, Daniel Flohr, has warned that further strikes could come "at any time".

