 
Making use of funerary evidence associated with Wetwang burial site discuss how the evidence can be used to identify differences in social status in this community.   

When looking at the funerary evidence from Wetwang Slack there are clearly three separate types of inhumation burial found. The first type, and most opulent graves are the three chariot burials to the south west of the cemetery. The second type of grave is the primary, wealthy burials from the central part of the cemetery and the third type of grave is the secondary poorer, less adorned burials, located on the outskirts of the cemetery[footnoteRef:1]. Comparing these three classes of burial it allows for a possible understanding and indication of an individuals social standing and status, in both life and death. [1:  Dent 1984: 95 - The use of ‘primary’ and ‘secondary’ graves is a term adopted from Dent’s description of the graves.] 


Looking at the main body of the cemetery, it is clear to see that certain individuals were considered to have a higher status than others by the way certain graves are located[footnoteRef:2]. Dent describes how the centrally located, primary graves had more care and attention given to them than the secondary graves, located on the outskirts of the cemetery[footnoteRef:3]. It was not uncommon in the Celtic world for individuals with higher status to be grouped together and buried separately from those of a lower social standing[footnoteRef:4]. At Wetwang Slack the secondary burials are located at the edges of the cemetery, often given smaller enclosures, and are shallower burials[footnoteRef:5]. This indicates that the individuals in the secondary graves had a lower social standing as it takes less effort to leave a body to be exposed or to bury them in a smaller shallower ditch than the larger, deep burials of the primary graves[footnoteRef:6]. Despite the difference in location and quality of burial, most primary and secondary graves have a north-south alignment. This indicates that there was a common religious or ritual belief that overrode status. This does not mean that all graves were uniform however, as there is one grave that deliberately had an east-west orientation[footnoteRef:7]. This could indicate that this individual was perhaps dishonourable, as this is a secondary grave. However, Jones argues that it may be just as likely that this was an outsider to the original community and therefore treated differently, perhaps in accordance to their own religious beliefs[footnoteRef:8]. [2:  Jones 2007: 105]  [3:  Dent 1983: 98]  [4:  Hedeager 1992:148]  [5:  Dent 1983: 24]  [6:  Dent 1983:98]  [7:  Dent 1983: 23]  [8:  Jones 2007: 105] 


One, more noticeable, indicator that the primary burials were of people with higher wealth and status is the amount of grave goods concentrated in these graves. There are very few graves with artefacts at Wetwang Slack[footnoteRef:9]. It is not surprising to find most of the goods, particularly the more complex fibulae, with the remains seemingly given higher status. Hedeager tells us that, it is commonly agreed that a higher quantity and quality of grave goods is a clear indicator of the buried individual’s higher status in the society[footnoteRef:10]. However, Dent shows that a Wetwang Slack this is not always the case as there are graves located in the secondary locations that have seemingly expensive grave goods, this implies that other factors earned an individual a higher standing within this community[footnoteRef:11]. Dent states that Wetwang was most likely an egalitarian society[footnoteRef:12], so it is unsurprising to find few examples of wealth in the graves, if this is true. The comparatively high wealth of the chariots seems to oppose thisidea; however Cunliffe describes that chariot burials were totally abandoned by the Arras culture by the late Iron age, indicating a diminished need and ability to create such expensive burials[footnoteRef:13]. The society’s wealth appears to rise in the later iron age and there was a clearer separation in social status, as shown by the increase in expensive La Tene grave goods and the reappearance of whole pigs and goats in the primary graves[footnoteRef:14]. [9:  Dent 1983: 26 – only 96 graves had recorded grave goods.]  [10:  Hedeager 1992: 139 –list of the ways in which a grave would be give or lack special treatment.]  [11:  Dent 1983: 99]  [12:  Dent 1983: 102]  [13:  Cunliffe 1991:193 ]  [14:  Dent 1983: 29, 71, 100] 


Burials that indicate the highest status and prestige at Wetwang Slack are the three chariot burials. These burials are found south west of the main cemetery[footnoteRef:15] and feature the most expensive and elaborate grave goods. The separation from the main cemetery implies that the individuals buried with the chariots have a much higher standing than the individuals buried in the main cemetery. Separation of important individuals’ graves was common in the Celtic world, as seen at Reinheim and Heuneburg[footnoteRef:16]. These distinguished graves are thought to have been exceptionally important people and would have held the highest status, however we cannot say for certain exactly why these individuals were given such special treatment. Miranda Green considers the second chariot burial to be prime example of a powerful woman, possibly a priestess[footnoteRef:17], whose grave goods; a mirror and a bronze box denote a higher status than those around her[footnoteRef:18]. Whilst it is clear that the remains have comparatively more opulent grave goods than any others found at the Wetwang site[footnoteRef:19], there is no hard evidence that this is the body of a priestess, let alone a woman. Historians such as I.M. Stead and John Dent also agree that the second chariot burial is most likely a powerful female that is accompanied by male warriors. However, this view of the grave is limited, as this assumption on the knowledge that the remains were buried with items that are traditionally considered feminine, particularly the mirror, despite the fact that this is no true indicator of gender only of status[footnoteRef:20]. This criticism also brings into question the labelling of the two surrounding chariot burials. Both Stead[footnoteRef:21] and Dent[footnoteRef:22] state that chariot burials one and three are most likely the remains of male warriors. This presumption is born from both the lack of ‘female’ styled artefacts in the graves but also from the fact that these, and other chariot burials found in the Yorkshire area, featured weapons and armour[footnoteRef:23]. This argument is supported by Lloyd Laing who states that the appearance of chariot burials in the north of England were examples of successful invading mainland warriors[footnoteRef:24]. However, these historians do not consider the possibility of the grave goods having a ritual purpose or being a status symbol, rather than as a reflection of the buried individual’s life[footnoteRef:25]. [15:  Montgomery & Nehlich 2013:Abstract]  [16:  Green 1995: 18]  [17:  Green 1995: 147]  [18:  Green 1995:18 ]  [19:  Dent 1984: 26 – in reference to the fact only 21.5% of graves had goods]  [20:  Laing 1988:50]  [21:  I M Stead 1991: 70]  [22:  Dent 1985: 85-92]  [23: Yorkshire Archaeological & Historical Society 2017: These sites include, but are not limited to Pocklington and Danes Graves]  [24:  Laing 1979: 5]  [25:  Cunliffe 1991: 488 -Cunliffe states that weapons could have been collected by members of the aristocracy.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, Wetwang Slack shows how a regular Celtic community differentiated status in multiple funerary practices. The clearest indicators of status were the separation of graves into primary and secondary graves, with the three chariot burials being clearly above and apart from the regular individuals buried at the cemetery. It is always difficult to know for certain exactly why certain individuals gain more status than others, due to so little physical evidence of a community’s political and societal practices. Whilst it is easy to assume that the primary graves are those of rich nobles or families of the area, it must also be considered that these individuals may well have been less wealthy but highly influential or famous members of the community. It must also be considered that the secondary graves may not have belong to specifically poor and unknown members of the society, they may have just had more humble burials or have not gained the community’s respect. There is also little discussion from historians discussing why there are only inhumations at this site. Burial alone could imply that all of these individuals must have been somewhat valuable to the community if they were to have a permanent memorial.
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