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	Aims:  The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legally- binding international agreement setting out the civil, economic, political, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities. The aim of this paper is to provide a guide to practitioners of the nation legislation which supports the UNCRC in respecting the voice of the child through play provision.



	Article 3: Everyone who works with children should always do what is best for each child. (Children’s commissioner Wales 2007)

Article 3 states that adults should think about the best interests of the child when making choices that affect them. This includes that in all activities and programmes whether undertaken in public or private early childhood institutions, the best interests of the child are at the centre of the aims. Governments must ensure that the institutions, services and facilities responsible for early childhood development conform to the quality standards, particularly in the areas of safety, health, in the number and suitability of their staff, as well as competent supervision. (UNICEF)

Welsh Government. CIW (2016) Regulations and Minimum Standards for providing care for children up to 12 years. This is the legislative framework for regulated childcare in Wales it identifies the functions of the Welsh Ministers as the registration authority. These functions are carried out on behalf of the Welsh Ministers by the Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales. The CSSIW encourages the improvement of social care, early years and social services by inspecting, reviewing, regulating and providing professional advice to Childcare settings and staff.

Laugharn (Bernard Van Leer Foundation) stated that while early childhood is a period of vulnerability it is also a time of capability and that organisations should ensure that childhood programmes are rights based and focused on the child’s potential as well as the individuals need.

The Children Act (2004) provides legal underpinning to ‘Every Child Matters’ (2004). From April 2006 education and social care services in each local authority have been brought together under children services. The Childrens Act  ensure that agencies work together with one common goal the key principles include promoting children’s health, supporting children to be safe and enjoy their environments, assist children to succeed, to make a positive contribution to children’s lives and help achieve economic stability for our children future.
 



	Article 16 I have the right to keep some things private (Children’s Commissioner Wales 2007)
 Under the Data Protection Act (1998) you have the right to access information held about you or your child. You also have the right to update information if it is incorrect. Your information will not be passed on to third parties unless directly consented by yourself. 
The Data Protection Act 2018 is the UK’s implementation of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which outline organisations legal requirement to protect data they hold on individuals.

Welsh Government Children’s and Young People’s Participation in Wales Good Practice 2016
Standard 2.1 States that you have the right to information that is easy to understand and allows you to make an informed decision. To facilitate these practitioners working with the child will aim to ensure that information provided is good quality, clear and accessible. To inform the family with information about who is going to listen and let you know how and the difference your involvement could make.

All Wales Child Protection Act (2004) states that safeguarding and promoting well-being of the child’s means protecting children from maltreatment, ensuring that children are raised in a safe and consistent environment with consistent care preventing impairment of children’s health or development. This includes taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

SNAP Cymru provide an impartial, confidential free service to families of children and young people who have or may have additional learning needs.



	Article 22  Refugee children have the same rights as children born in Wales. (Children’s Commissioner Wales 2007)
Unicef states that Young children who are refugees are most likely to be disoriented, having lost much that is familiar in their everyday surroundings and relationships. They and their parents are entitled to equal access to health care, education and other services.
Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act (2014). The changes in the act places increased citizen through engagement by aiming to ensure a voice and control for individual and carers that need care and support, through prevention and early intervention, the promotion of well- being and creating co- production with citizens and professionals sharing power, working together. This includes the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and behavioural development of the child.
The Equality Act (2010) Replaces all previous anti- discrimination laws. Legally protecting people from discrimination in the workplace and wider society.

The New Curriculum for Wales aims to ensure that all children in Wales are healthy confident individuals who are ready to live fulfilling lives as valued members of society and that they are also ethically informed and ready to live as citizens of the world.








	
Article 30 Your right to use your own language. (Children’s Commissioner Wales 2007)
UNICEF states that children and young people should be protected from discrimination (on grounds of age, ethnicity, religion, or disability) and that an individual's identity preserved on grounds of their ethnic, cultural and biological identity. This includes the rights of indigenous, minority, refugee and migrant children to maintain their mother tongue. 
The seven core aims states that children are listened to with respect and have their race and cultural identity recognised.
The SEN code of Practice clearly states that children who have difficulty as a direct result of EAL do not have special education needs, However the limited communication may cause frustration and result in behavioural problem. Practitioners must recognise and respond to the difficulties the child is experiencing.
Elklan(1998) support the use of pictorial timeline to support and encourage understanding and communicating with EAL children.
Foundation Phase Profile. Drifte (2008) states that when using the FPP as a baseline assessment, it is possible to assess all areas of children's learning in their home language except for the Communication, Language and Literacy scales. Therefor it is important to share your finding with the parents and plan with them the best way forward for the child linking to Article 3.




	Article 31 Your right to relax and play. (Children’s Commissioner Wales 2007)
The seven core aims states that all children have opportunity to develop a flying start in life and the best possible basis for their future growth and development. Providing young children and families with quality opportunities to play supports the development of positive early attachments. Play enables physical, emotional and mental development and the learning of skills that contribute to children's healthy development.
Unicef states that one of the strengths of early learning that is centred on the child forms the basics of democracy; expressing desires, making decisions. This approach is supported by SSTEW approach ‘Sustained shared thinking’ occurs when individuals share a thought or work together to solve a problem. To be successful the practitioner needs to be aware of the child ‘s interests and engage the child in developing an idea. Providing opportunity for the child to practice what they have learnt and experiment in depth and evoke a child’s intrigue. (The Effective Provision of Pre-School Education (EPPE) Project (2004))
Foundation Phase Framework (2018) places emphasis on providing children with opportunities to gain first-hand experiences through play and active involvement. It encourages children to be creative, imaginative, placing the child at the centre of their learning. Children are challenged with open- ended play opportunities and supported to explore and share their problems solving skills.
Nutbrown (2006) states that effective education requires practitioners who understand and can implement curriculum requirements, they should provide play opportunities that enable the child to build on what they already know ensuring that they feel included, secure and valued. There should be opportunities for children to engage in adult planned activities and those that they plan or initiate themselves. Practitioners must be able to observe, respond and implement plans appropriately to support the development of the individual.
Piaget (1952) states that children need the freedom to play and investigate away from adult intervention and that stages of cognitive development are fixed. Children learn through schemas or repeated patterns of behaviour and that by identifying the schema it is possible to extend learning opportunities this is supported by Roberts (2006) research that recognising and supporting children's pattern of learning promotes high self-esteem.
The Play Work Principles (no date) state that play is a necessity and is fundamental to the healthy development of individuals. Play is a process that is chosen freely, personally directed and self-motivated, playworkers should recognise their impact on the play space and the individual, practitioner's response to play is based on current training and reflective practice .Intervention must balance risk with the developmental benefit and well- being of the child.

Observation and Planning. According to Leech (2008) the observation objectives should give clear reasoning for the observation; they should be realistic and underpinned by either developmental milestones or theoretical perspectives. Practitioners should use a variety of pedagogical approaches which include adult-led and child- initiated play as well as offer free play and structured activities, the emergent approach is more closely associated with play provisions as it focuses on responding to the child’s interest, choices and emergent knowledge, skills and understanding. (Broadhead et al.2010)




	Conclusion
Practitioners aim to comprehensively understand and support the rights of the child. This is facilitated and supported through nation and international legislation. Every child in Wales is entitled to quality and diverse play opportunities and the role of the practitioner is to ensure that no child is excluded. To achieve these practitioners, require an open-minded approach to turn policies and legal requirements into a workable reality developing a child centred ethos.
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