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'Discuss the Greek contribution to astrology in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.'
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This paper will explore the ways in which Greek astrology contributed to contemporary astrology via the theme of the Part of Fortune.

The first primary source is Tetrabiblos.
 It was written by scholar Claudius Ptolemy (c. AD 90 — c. AD 168). Tetrabiblos was translated into Arabic in the 9th century and into Latin in the 12th century, and became the basic source of principles and techniques of astrology in medieval times. The second primary source is Anthologies.
 It was written by astrologer Vettius Valens from Antioch (120 CE — c.175 CE) as a practical text-book on astrology. It was later translated in medieval times into Latin, and in 20th century into English. Both Anthologies and Tetrabiblos were written in Greek, the educated language of the Hellenistic world and the Roman Empire. Because the geographical area was so extensive and the prevailing culture combined schools of thought from Egypt to Mesopotamia, some writers prefer the term Hellenistic astrology over Greek astrology.


The third primary source is Hellenistic Astrology: The Study of Fate and Fortune.
 It was written by astrologer Chris Brennan, and published in 2017. The fourth is Ancient Astrology in Theory and Practice written by astrologer Demetra George, and published in 2019.
 The fifth primary source is The Real Astrology written by astrologer John Frawley and published in 2000.
 The sixth and seven primary sources are Internet articles about Part of Fortune, written by astrologers Jessica Davidson and Show me your money! by Michele Knight.
 The final primary sources are programmes of The United Astrology Conference 2012 and 2018.


Partick Curry defined astrology as 'the practice of relating the heavenly bodies to life and events on earth and the tradition that has been generated.'
 Astrological practice and tradition has survived from antiquity into the twenty-first century.
 Michael York called astrology the lingua franca of New Age culture.
 The earliest surviving documentary evidence of Greek astrology is a birth chart inscribed on a cuneiform tablet and calculated for birth on the morning of 3 June 235 BCE.
 The astrology described in the texts of the first and the second centuries rested on Babylonian foundations, however it evolved into a more sophisticated system. The cosmos was a living organism, and astrology became a tool of applying the principles of the cosmic state to every aspect of human life.
 In Greece, by the first century BCE, two varieties of astrology emerged. The first was horoscopic, which aim was to establish precise details about the past, the present and the future. The second was theurgic, which emphasized the soul's ascention to the stars. Both based on Platonic teaching and were mutually exclusive.
 The Babylonian scheme was extended by Greek astrologers for giving planets benevolent or malevolent qualities, rulership over parts of a zodiac, gender, planetary notion, relation to other planets and time-lords system. Basic techniques of Greek astrology contained the planets, the zodiac signs, the places, the sect and ordering schemes, familiarity, aspects, dignities and astrological techniques: lots (Parts) and planetary periods.
  Daimons, represented by Part of Fortune and Part of Spirit, were mediators between gods and humans and that everyone had a personal daimon guiding them through life.
 All of them are somehow present in contemporary astrology, but the way in which they could be interpreted  changed.



The Researchers



Campion attributed the twentieth-century revival of astrology to two astrologers, Alan Leo (1860-1917) and Dane Rudhyar (1895-1985).
 Leo's aim was to reform astrology and to prepare humanity for the Age of Aquarius. Rudhyar integrated the esoteric principles with Jungian depth psychology and called his concept 'Humanistic Astrology'.
 Their focus moved from prediction to personal development, which led to incorporate ideas from psychology. In the 1970s the term 'traditional astrology' was generally used to refer to the astrologers who tried to predict particular life events, while 'humanistic astrologers' searched for personal potential hidden in the horoscope.


The horoscopes presented in Anthologies were recalculated and published by O. Neugebauer and H.B van Hosen in 1959.
 In the middle of the twentieth century the only ancient works that were available in English translation were Manilius' Astronomica, Ptolemy's Tetrabiblos, Firmicus Maternus' Mathesis, and from 1976 Doroteus' Pentateuch.
 In 1980 astrologer Robert Zoller published book The Lost Key to Prediction, which was on origins of the Part of Fortune and other lots.
 Astrologers turned their attention toward the past and the roots of their tradition. The aim of the Project Hindsight, led by Robert Schmidt, Robert Hand, and Robert Zoller, was to retrieve old astrological works. For many astrologers it was seen as opening of a new chapter in the western astrology and offering a technical accuracy and philosophical depth. Behind astrologers' interest in their past were two motivations: astrological (rediscovery of the lost techniques) and historical (rediscovery of the past to better understand the present).

If astrology is defined as a practice then astrologer needs his tools and techniques. Although terms and rules were described in Tetrabiblos and Anthologies, they seemed difficult to understand and to apply to the practice for modern astrologers. 'Archives are the product of the chance of survival of some documents and the corresponding chance of loss or deliberate deconstruction of others' as Richard J. Evans wrote.
 The examples of the astrological interpretations survived only in Valens' Anthologies, and were addressed to students of astrology. The process of learning required more than written instructions and needed extensive communication between teacher and student. That is so difficult to grasp the whole meaning of their ancient practice.

Brennan admitted, that reviving the practice of Hellenistic astrology required a lot of reconstruction but reunite the ancient and modern traditions was possible.
 Writing a book took him ten years, and many other astrologers were also involved in this process. George was one of them. Her book was intended to be an astrological hand-book, with exercises and questionnaires for students. Both authors explore and popularize traditional techniques presented by their predecessors in Anthologies and Tetrabiblos, but also use other Hellenistic sources. What is significant in both books, is the introduction of Greek terms into vocabulary of modern astrology. In many cases, there was no equivalents for technical terms in modern astrology. Brennan aknowledged many differences in the manuscripts and referred to the translations of other astrologers. Material in both books was organized by topics. In Hellenistic astrology Brennan discussed problem of the correct calculation of the Parts. Although knowledge about the Part of Fortune preserved in Medieval astrology, more complicated techniques based on Parts stayed in Ancient Greece. The time-lords system was described by Valens in Anthologies Book II and Book IV. Valens used term aphesis, which means 'release', 'letting go', 'dismissal' or 'discharge'. According to Brennan, Schmidt originally argued for 'releasing' and suggested that the word might have had deeper meaning within an astrological context related to being released from a debt. 
 Astrologers can easily calculate the Parts using computer programs. There was no better recommendation for ancient technique then personal confession: 'When I arrived at project Hindsight in the summer of 2005 they were just starting to figure out how zodiacal releasing worked and how powerful it was'.
 The completely forgotten technique, based on the Part of Fortune, returned to astrology after many centuries.


The Traditionalists

The main difference between Hellenistic and psychological astrology lies in the concept of fatalism. Brennan claimed that: “All charts are not equal. Just as everyone's life is not equal in terms of the equality of the events that they experience in their lives, so too is it true that some people are more fortunate than others. Indeed, some people have lives than can be characterized as particularly fortunate or unfortunate”.
 For Jim Tester, Greek astrology was 'hard'. Necessity, characterized by chains of cause and effect could not be evaded, so astrology was fatalistic, in a Stoic philosophy.


George warned her humanistic oriented readers that the notion of benefic and malefic was a fundamental consideration in traditional astrology. 
 'It is based upon the recognition that the human condition is filled with both good and bad experiences, and the astrological chart reflects that reality'.
 Those clear distinctions returned to the modern astrological vocabulary.

Campion observed, that all astrologers shared the experience that 'astrology works' but the 'community' contained some who denied that other astrologers were the real astrologers at all.
 'Modern astrology is a rubbish' — claimed horary astrologer Frawley, in his book The Real Astrology. According to him, modern astrology is incapable of providing clear and accurate judgements for two reasons: firstly, nobody now believes it could be possible, secondly, because most of the astrological tools were thrown overboard.
 Student of astrology could still find wisdom in Ptolemy Tetrabiblos, William Lilly's Christian Astrology and other books from the past. 'Traditional astrology is not a branch of astrology which happens to rely on ancient authorities: it is the tradition of astrology itself', Frawley stated.
 For Frawley the Part of Fortune showed the soul, and the Part of Spirit showed 'the correct or incorrect orientation of the mind'. Both might be used to examine the spiritual reality and spiritual assessment, when one is sought to peer beneath the superficial reality of the material. He called the parts 'Arabic' because they were listed by Al-Biruni. The idea, that The Parts were invented by Arabs, not described by Ptolemy and Valens, was very common among astrologers. Other Hellenistic technique used by Frawley was an antiscia (antiscion). He also advocated for the wide use of the fixed stars, especially in horary astrology.

Frawley's book was written in a quarrelsome style, strongly against humanistic astrology and astrologers. He rejected not only the New Age philosophy, but also removed from horoscope recently discovered planets (Uranus, Neptune and Pluto). His perspective was conservative and the astrological art was strongly connected with religious beliefs: 'no faith, no astrology'.

Campion observed, that the old rules were not to be rediscovered by Western astrologers until post-modernism stuck in the 1980s.
 A search for an authenticity rooted in the past might have been an escape route from the modern world. 'Consciously or unconsciously we also want to use our knowledge of the past for our own purposes in our own time' as Evans pointed.
 He also stated, that 'History has always been seen by historians as a destroyer of myths as much as a creator of them'.
 
It could be seen from the presented examples that astrologers could reconstruct the old techniques only by analize the original works of ancient predecessors.


The Followers


The programs of astrological conferences might help to estimate how popular Greek astrology is among astrologers. The United Astrology Conference is organized by three leading American astrological organizations: The National Council of Geocosmic Research, The International Society of Astrological Research and The Association for Astrological Networking. The UAC 2012 Venus on the Rise! was organized in New Orleans in May 2012 and was attended by almost two thousand astrologers from all over the world. The total number of lectures was 237, and 14 were related to Hellenistic astrology. UAC 2018 Celebrating Earth and Sky held place six years later, in Chicago, on May 2018. Total number of lectures was 244, and 23 of them were closely related to Greek astrology. It is an upward trend. In 2018 about five per cent of the topics was on Greek astrology, whereas in 2018 it contained ten per cent of it.

The Part of Fortune, mentioned above, was a theme of three lectures at UAC 2012: Lots of Fortune and Spirit by Doug Noblehorse, Hellenistic Astrology as the Study of Fate and The Theory and Practice of the Arabic Parts or Lots by Brennan. At UAC 2018 it was a theme of four lectures: Fortune and Spirit — The Hidden Ascendant and the Invisible 10th House by Meira Epstein, Hellenistic Aspect and Trauma by George, What is a Daimon, and What Does it Have to Do with Astrology by Dorian Greenbaum, The Good and Evil Daimons: A Traditional Approach to the 11th and 12th Houses by George.

According to Michael Focault the truth and the knowledge were the product not of cognition but of power. Evans reminded that visions or versions of history were not simply accepted because their authors had power within the historical profession of the universities.
 In modern world power might be measured by number of people, who follow someone's profile on the Internet or discuss and share the idea. On Facebook over thousand members joined groups dedicated precisely to Hellenistic astrology, like Invitation to Hellenistic Astrology & Cosmic Arcana (ITHACA) and Traditional Astrology Chart Study. Recent discussions focus on applying traditional techniques and validation of judgments.

As Campion observed, in the Hellenistic world, astrology invariably indicated action. 'One might have a talisman cast, make a sacrifice to the appropriate deity. (…) To act in such a way was to engage in what we would call magic: the management of the world with the aid of the supernatural'. 
 Astrological magic, especially talismanic, also drew from Hellenistic astrology and the Part of Fortune in election of talisman was taken into consideration during process of creating talismans. 1190 members of Facebook Group Stellar Sorcery also searched for instructions in works of Valens, Ptolemy, Dorotheus of Sydon and other Hellenistic authors. What might surprise random user, is that the topics of the forums mentioned above were not about sun-sign astrology. Experience in astrology was required to follow discussions.

Sun sign astrology, based on short predictions for twelve zodiacal signs, also became influenced by Hellenistic astrology. Sun sign column in press was invented around 1930 by Paul Clancy and Dane Rudhyar, and based on techniques presented by Leo.
 Leo's books contained many short descriptions of all element of horoscope. The process of interpretation was narrowed to search information about planet in sign, house or aspect. If the reader had no patience or knowledge for calculating the chart by himself, he could order it by post. Nowadays natal charts can be easily calculated thanks to computer programs. Many of them offer ancient techniques, including Part of Fortune. Knowing the position of the Part of Fortune, one may just check its meaning, without considering the rest of the horoscope. For Jessica Davidson the position of Part of Fortune 'represents where you find your greatest joy and happiness in life'. For calculating the Part of Fortune, Davidson recommended using Valens' day/night formula. If the Part of Fortune is in Scorpio: 'you achieve happiness and success through regeneration and transmutation of sexual energies into higher spiritual powers'. If Part of Fortune is in the twelfth house: 'See beyond the finite and don’t take the limitations you experience personally because then you can free yourself from the illusions of reality and understand that you’re always free and one with all of life'.

For Michele Knight, owner of the website horoscope.co.uk, the meaning of the Part of Fortune was connected with material success. According to her, due to ancient astrology and modern day interpretations, the reader could increased abundance and the feeling of being ‘in the flow’ of life.


While some astrologers patiently reconstructed and examinated the rules listed in Greek sources, the others astrologers prefered fast solutions, and the Greek concept about personal fate became trivialized as another tool of popular astrology.


Conclusion


Fundamentals of Greek Astrology survived and are still explored by contemporary astrologers in many ways. It is a process of mixing ideas, and even astrologers are not sure about results. Brennan proposed, that what comes next is the merging of the contemporary and ancient traditions, and after that astrology would be ready to enter into new epoch. 
  On the personal level, return to the techniques of Hellenistic astrology gives an impulses for a research, creativity and studying of classical languages and classical culture by astrologers. On the business level, it is a source for new publications, and new theme for the astrological lectures and workshops. It is also impulse for development of the astrological software. On the social level, it provokes the cooperation and discussion whether ancient techniques can contribute in the service of human transformation and growth.
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