
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commemoration in Christian England 
Queen Consort Eleanor of Castile The War Dead 

Image 1: Eleanor 
Cross at Waltham 
(Holder, Unknown) 

Image 2: Eleanor Cross 
at Geddington (Holder, 

Unknown) 

Image 3: Eleanor Cross at 
Hardingstone (Holder, 

Unknown) 

Image 6: Bridstow War 
Memorial (Gaskell, 2021) 

Image 9: Alnwick War 
Memorial (War Memorial 

Register, Unknown) 

Image 4: Eleanor of Castile’s tomb eKigy at 
Westminster Abbey (Westminster Abbey, Unknown 

a) 

Image 6: Eleanor’s eKigy at 
Lincoln Cathedral (Lincoln 

Cathedral, Unknown) 

Image 7: Art installation from 
2014 at the Tower of London 

Blood Swept Lands and Seas of 
Red (Historic Royal Palace, 

2014)  

Image 8: Tomb of the Unknown 
Warrior at Westminster Abbey 
(Westminster Abbey, Unknown 

b) 



Reflection 

The above images highlight specific widespread acts of commemoration in Christian England. Eleanor of Castile was the Queen Consort to Edward I; 
she died in 1290 in Harby, Nottinghamshire (Holder, Unknown). To commemorate Eleanor, Edward commissioned three tombs, the body at 
Westminster Abbey, the viscera at Lincoln Cathedral and the heart at the Dominican Priory (Blackfriars) (Lincoln Cathedral, Unknown). Each stop on 
the procession back to London was marked by an elaborate stone cross, twelve in total with three surviving in part (Byrne, 1925). Edward’s act of 
commemoration to his wife and Queen is still evident over 700 years later. War memorials illustrate commemoration that took place and continues 
nationally. Fox (2014 p.22) argues that commemorating the War Dead is treated as an ‘ethical duty to the dead’. In 2014, the Tower of London was 
home to the art instillation ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’ - which was praised as ‘the most e[ective expression of commemoration in British 
History’ - comprised of ceramic poppies signifying the loss of allied life in WWI 100 years later (Historic Royal Palaces, 2014 b and Heathcote, 2014). 
The Unknown Warrior is anonymous serving to represent all service personnel lost in war (Westminster Abbey, Unknown b). The above images 
demonstrate that commemoration can be an act undertaken by a nation to remember one or all serving as a reminder of lasting national mourning.  
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