Character Dossier

My character is the head of the Merchants in Alexandria. Alexandria was an important city for trade. In Alexandria there was the Alexandrian Association which included other senior merchants and my character would be a member of this association. This will allow my character to engage in trade with other nations more easily. There would have been agents representing different nations and their trade concerns.[footnoteRef:1] As part of my role I will be overseeing their queries and attempting to smooth out their problems. However, my prime motivation will be to promote the interests and wealth of Alexandria. The Alexandrian Association is an important business opportunity for my character and through the networking opportunities it provides I will be able to keep my finger on the pulse of the key deals and alliances being made beyond Alexandria.  [1:  Fraser. 1972: 186-187] 

My character will have well-tanned skin due to the climate of Alexandria.[footnoteRef:2] My character will also be male, have brown eyes and brown hair and be of average height. My character will be Greek in ethnicity. Scholarship suggests that there was a bias in society whereby more people of Greek and Macedonian ethnicity held the more prominent offices and positions, and there were few Egyptians who were elevated to the higher ranks.[footnoteRef:3] Alexandria was considered to be of Greek and Macedonian nationality even though it was in Egypt due to the founding by Alexander the Great and the ruling by the Ptolemys.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Strabo. 793]  [3:  Baines. 2004: 66]  [4:  Fraser. 1972: 53 ] 

Alexandria was a very important trading city at the time. It occupied a key position at the head of the Nile with access to the Mediterranean Sea.[footnoteRef:5] Strabo writes about the importance of trade in Alexandria and about the exports being larger than the imports.[footnoteRef:6] This can be seen where Alexandria was important in trading items such as metal and glass objects from the raw materials as well as textiles and papyrus. It will be part of my character’s role to ensure smooth trade and that items are exported for a good price. Trade could be an important tool of leverage politically in the region. My character is positioned to manipulate and control neighbouring powers with strategies such as withholding goods or slowing down shipments or giving favourable trade deals. Such strategies can put pressure on or smooth relations with neighbours. The Ptolemys need Alexandria to trade political items such as war elephants and gold from the south.[footnoteRef:7] It will be part of my character’s role to ensure that these items are traded safely. I would have considerable political influence through the arrangements and transport of such goods [5:  Ellis. 1994: 50]  [6:  Strabo. 17]  [7:  Fraser. 1972: 136; 138; 141; 175] 

Alexandria was often used to store goods. Consumable goods such as barley, Grain and wheat, oil and honey were shipped to Alexandria, possibly to be stored in the ‘storehouses’ in the city.[footnoteRef:8] This could provide food for the people of Alexandria but also secure the wealth of Alexandria and enhance its strength in the region. It will be part of my Character’s job to ensure that enough goods are stored and there is not an excess or lack of goods.  [8:  Fraser. 1972:147] 

Alexandria was situated very closely to the Island of Pharos and the Heptatadion was built by Ptolemy I which created two harbours, one to the west and one to the East.[footnoteRef:9] As part of my role I will control the use of the harbours which could, in certain circumstances be key negotiating points between powers.  [9:  Ellis. 1994: 50] 

There is a considerable amount of internal trade as well as foreign trade.[footnoteRef:10] Alexandria commanded the caravan routes into Africa and to the Red sea ports. In many ways Alexandria was perfectly positioned to facilitate trade between Africa, India and the Red sea and the ports in the Mediterranean. A head of trade for Alexandria I will need to manage the flow of goods. [10:  Fraser. 1972] 

Alexandria is famous for its lighthouse unique in the ancient world. The lighthouse ensured that Alexandria was a safe harbour in which to dock as the entrance was very rocky.[footnoteRef:11] In addition the lighthouse was clearly impressive and enhanced the status of Alexandria. As part of my job I will promote the advantages of Alexandria for shipping. [11:  Ellis. 1994: 50] 

My character hopes to petition the court to lower the custom taxes on the goods that were imported as well as traded inside Egypt.[footnoteRef:12] In doing this it would encourage more trade to happen within Alexandria rather than using other ports. Alexandria would profit greatly from added trade. As Rome begins to grow more power, their trade with Alexandria becomes more important.[footnoteRef:13] My character will also have to establish trade deals with nations such as Rome.  [12:  Fraser. 1972: 148]  [13:  Fraser. 1972: 155] 

Security issues were significant in ancient times as whole cargos could be lost to storms or pirates.[footnoteRef:14] A good knowledge of sea routes as well as the beneficial trade winds would help bring my character success. Land caravans also required armed guards to protect them against marauders.[footnoteRef:15] A good degree of local knowledge and forward planning skills would be important for my character.  [14:  Plin. Nat. 26]  [15:  Fraser. 1972] 

In the third and second century there was limited trade with India.[footnoteRef:16] As part of my role it will be important to expand trade with India. India was a source of luxury goods and to some extent many of these had to travel through Alexandria to reach the Mediterranean markets. My character would be an important person to have on your side to ensure a good supply of luxury goods.  [16:  Fraser. 1972: 181] 

The diverse responsibilities and roles of my character mean that I am likely to enjoy a range of connections with people from all ranks of society. I will be a key figure at court, have a diplomatic responsibilities, meeting and doing business with trade ambassadors from other nations. At the same time I will be a presence in the port overseeing and manging the smooth running of the dock. I will also need to have my ear to the ground listening and learning about the dangers and problems faced by the caravans.
My character is going to be called Callinicus
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