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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: X     
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

	NAME: Jonathan Ryan

	STUDENT ID No.: 2023853

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

I am serving police officer within South Wales Police, and I would like to conduct research on what impact budgets cuts have had on policing and whether police forces are able to still provide a high level of service. Among other things it will attempt to identify the main impact areas and to potentially make recommendations.
Police services throughout the UK have been affected by budget cuts 
Research has shown that the government are allocating more funds to the police yet recorded   crime has increased by 12% in the year ending June 2022 (Peter Jones). Has COVID 19 and the lockdown allowed some crimes to flourish?  
The awareness of crime can have its benefits. According to London’s Global University the fear of crime is not a negative feeling but in fact it creates strong precautions. 
£16,987 million has been given to England and Wales police forces for the financial year ending 2023. Overall funding has now increased nominally by £1.111 million which is an increase of 7% increase on the previous financial year (Home Office). 
The Chairman of Norfolk Police Federation states that:

‘Cuts to police budgets have inevitably led to criminals committing more offences behind the wheel as they believe they are unlikely to be caught’ (Norfolk Police federation, 2022).




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Data and research will be gathered through a series of interviews which will focus on persons who have a vested interest in the police, who are available and perceived to have detailed information and understanding of the research topic via the use of 10 questions acting as an interview schedule.

I would be looking to ask questions such as:

· Are budget cuts affecting officers’ ability to do their jobs and would they leave their role because of it,
· What crimes are on the rise and why,
· The perception of the police by the public and if this affected by police staff numbers.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

· I will be looking at comparing South Wales police budgets to other forces and how this has impacted them.
· Using creditable sources such as internet, journals, reports and government web sites.
· Investigating how quick police can inform a victim of an update.
· How many calls were not attended?
· Use my own personal experiences, as well as experiences on current servicing officers.
There is limited research on the comparison between individual forces.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This will allow those I send the surveys to complete them in their own free time and allow them to comment without being monitored by others. I believe this will allow them to open up more without any external pressures.  
I will be targeting other police officers and students. These people will be better to target as they are impacted by the budget cuts in their everyday professional careers. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The sample size will be around 10 people and focused on persons who have a vested interest in police, their budgets, who were available and perceived to have details information and understanding of the research topic.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The sample size will be small and focused on persons who have a vested interest in police and their budgets, who were available and perceived to have details information and understanding of the research topic. I appreciate that confidentiality of answers may be a concern. However, I will take every step to ensure participants confidentiality.


	TIME SCALE:

Research topic – January 2023
Research method – January 2023
Research data for review of literature – May 2023
Pilot interview and adjust – June 2023
Contact interview sample and arrange suitable meeting schedule – June/ July 2023
Conduct interviews – July 2023
Review of literature – July 2023
Research methodology – August 2023
Analyse results -August 2023
Conclusion and recommendations – September 2023
Submit final dissertation – October 2023.
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