Select an educational policy, act, initiative or report of your choice that you believe has had a significant impact on the UK or Welsh education system in some way and present a clear justification for your choice. 


In this essay I will be discussing a report which I would consider having had a dramatic impact on Welsh education. The report which I would like to discuss is called  ‘The Successful futures’ report. The report was created by a man called Graham Donaldson who was a secondary school teacher in Scotland but after his teaching years were over, he become a curriculum evaluator for the Scottish national curriculum body. During this job role he then was asked by the Welsh Government to review the national curriculum and after doing this, that is when his report was created and published in March 2014. According to Graham he said that  
   “In undertaking the Review, I was absolutely determined that my recommendations for change would reflect the views and aspirations of the people of Wales” (Donaldson, 2015) after reading this statement which he had made, it occurred to me that he wanted to make individuals across the whole of Wales understand why education and wellbeing is important but also most importantly make it enjoyable for the individuals receiving education.  There are a number of different topics and points which he focuses on throughout his report but the main point which is repeated throughout is that there are four main purposes to the new curriculum which has the best interest in not only the pupils but also the staff involved in the child’s learning.

Within Graham Donaldson’s report he emphasis on a number of different points, Firstly, he talks about replacing the existing key stages with something called ‘progression steps’ this is where according to the report “learning should be described through progression steps which include range of achievement outcomes’(Donaldson, 2014) this suggests to me that once a child has achieved a milestone or something school related they should be pushed to the next level and by doing this, it will enhance their ability. These progression steps should be seen at five different ages within a child’s life and they should become visible at ages five, eight, eleven,forteen and also sixteen. However, with these steps the children should be able to identify their own progression as this would help them have more interest in education and also the will power to succeed in the near future. Also by certain individuals reaching these steps they are at an advantage where they can help other individuals around them who are maybe less fortunate and are not meeting the stepson time but with help from friends who are achieving it could give the underachieving pupils a boost of confidence and also determination. Lastly to conclude on the above point by introducing these progression steps it provides teacher and parents with how an individual child is achieving and also it gives them reference to where a child may need additional help and this can be a massive help in maybe diagnosing different additional learning needs earlier on in a child’s education or even given them the support they need a lot quicker than before. 

It is clear that Graham Donaldson wanted to keep the Welsh language compulsory, and, in my opinion,  I think that by keeping the Welsh Language compulsory up until the age of 16 it will keep the Welsh heritage going. An issue with the Welsh language being taught within schools is that parents send their children to a Welsh school even though they do not speak it, this can cause pressure for not only the child but also the parent as they are unable to provide support at home so therefore it is suggest within the report that we should be helping our communities to not just speak the language but also to understand as well. In schools in Wales where the Welsh language isn’t the first language, they employ specialists to teach Welsh, but I think that if all schools were to teach the language from the start then they would be saving money as they would not need to employ specialists. Personally, over recent years I have seen a dramatic increase in Welsh schools and also older individuals learning Welsh and I think that it could potentially become a first language across the whole of Wales in years to come.

There were four purposes which Donaldson came up with which he wants children and young people to become by the end of their studies within Wales.  He would like to see ambitious and also capable learners and I personally think this is important as us as individuals have to have something we would like to achieve within our lifetime and from past experience towards the end of my studies I started to understand/ know what I would like to do in the coming future, but this is not for everyone. Also becoming a capable learner is also very important as we all have a purpose to why we have education, but it also sets you up for life as we learn basic skills throughout our childhood which we would use in later life.  The second purpose according to Donaldson is to be ethical and informed citizens by this he means that you should be proud of where you come from and you should know what is expected of you within your country. The third purpose which Donaldson talks about is having enterprising and also creative contributors this is where you should be ready to have a significant part in work and also your life. By contributing within a classroom or even around your house you are helping not only yourself but also others. Lastly, the fourth purpose according to Donaldson is to be healthy and confident individuals this to me is the most important purpose as everyone should be healthy and within schools this could be done by having frequent exercise and also free breakfast club which would mean that the pupils would start thy day the right way. 

Another discussion which was talked about within the report was that there should be six areas of learning and experience, but all these six areas will contribute to the four purposes which I have previously talked about. All these areas of new learning would apply to pupils ages three to sixteen. These areas are things like Maths and numeracy, science and technology , humanities , languages and wellbeing these topic areas are very important as each of these carry many life skills and opportunities which are seen to have a significant role in later life. 

Another focus which he suggested was that numeracy, literacy skills should all be down to the teachers. These skills in my opinion should be added to various pieces of work through the school week and children should be given homework on these areas. Relating to my own experience, I remember when I was in year six my teacher would make us learn a times table and test us in front of the whole class but by doing this we were under pressure but also us as pupils knew we had to learn them, this was a good way of discipling us.

To finish off, the last point which Donaldson talks about is the way in which pupils are ‘assessed’ within Wales. Having assessments are useful but also important as we can see how a child is developing and what their weakness are, but according to Donaldson ‘Arrangements for assessment should be as light-touch as possible’ (Donaldson, 2014).  The way in which we assess individuals should be looked at carefully and this is because every individual is not the same level so we need to make adjustments for them and within education today we are seeing some pupils struggle with exams as they do not work well under pressure which then results in them underachieving. 
After looking at this report I have had a different perspective and also judgement on our education system and this is because I think that our education system in previous years has not catered for all abilities and it has also not thought of pupils, teachers and also parents health and wellbeing. This is because there has been a constant stress on teachers for them to achieve the best results also for them to bring in new ideas and technology into this school environment and they have not had enough support and training which is causing them to have stress and this is having a huge impact on their children as they are unaware of what is going on.  In my opinion I think having a new curriculum will take a while for everyone to adjust but after reading the report I see huge potential. What we do know is that ‘Instead of the previously-planned big bang changeover in 2021, the new curriculum will be introduced gradually from 2022’ (Wightwick, 2017) by this statement it means there is plenty of time for teachers and other individua involved to prepare for the changes which will be made.
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