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[bookmark: _Toc231992588]Component 1: Research Proposal
[bookmark: _Toc231842128][bookmark: _Toc231992589]Review question
What challenges and professional responses are involved to safeguard children who are experiencing domestic abuse within the UK health and social care practices ?
[bookmark: _Toc231842129][bookmark: _Toc231992590]Objectives
· To identify the impact of domestic abuse on the well-being, safety and safeguarding needs of the UK children.
· To examine the challenges faced by health and social care professionals during safeguarding children experiencing domestic abuse.
· To find out professional responses and interventions within the UK health and social care services for protecting children who experience domestic abuse.
· To understand the role of multi-agency collaboration for the improvement of safeguarding outcomes for domestically abused children of the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc231842130][bookmark: _Toc231992591]Rationale
Safeguarding children who experience domestic abuse remains a significant concern within UK health and social care services due to its adverse effects on children's physical, emotional, and social wellbeing. According to ONS, (2025), during March 2025 approximately 3.8 million adults aged 16 years and over experienced domestic abuse in England and Wales. Besides that, In the UK many children live in households affected by abuse. Furthermore, the Doroudchi et al., (2023), reports that risk of anxiety, depression, behavioural difficulties, and long-term mental health problems are increased among the children exposed to domestic abuse. To identify risks, provide support, and ensure effective safeguarding interventions, Health and social care professionals play a vital role. However, Peckover and Trotter (2025), highlights challenges such as underreporting, difficulties in identification, and limitations in multi-agency collaboration. Therefore, this scoping review is important to examine existing evidence on the challenges and professional responses involved in safeguarding children experiencing domestic abuse, thereby informing future policy and practice improvements within the UK. 
[bookmark: _Toc231842131][bookmark: _Toc231992592]Methods of the scoping review
In this research a secondary qualitative data collection method will be followed for conducting an effective scoping review. The main focus of the data collection will be on challenges and professional responses within health and social care practices for safeguarding Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse in the UK. The data will be gathered from authentic and reliable databases including PubMed, CINAHL, ScienceDirect, Sage Journals, EBSCOhost, and the UWTSD Library database. Peer-reviewed primary and/or secondary research studies will be found and from there 6 journals/articles will be selected. Keywords and Boolean operators will be used to identify relevant studies, such as “child safeguarding,” “domestic abuse,” “domestic violence,” “children exposed to domestic abuse,” “health and social care professionals,” “child protection,” and “United Kingdom.” After gathering all the relevant information, a thematic analysis will be performed to analyse the data. In this research the use of information from peer-reviewed primary and secondary research studies will help to examine and gain a better finding on safeguarding children affected by domestic abuse within health and social care settings.
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