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	Targets:
	What I have done in this assignment:

	Target 1
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  
	I used a wider range of valid websites and books to deepen my research.

	Target 2 
	Endeavour to synthesize research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
	Combined research within my writing to support my key points and strengthen my statements.

	Target 3
	Continue to ensure a greater critical approach throughout, offering and reflecting on the opposing view whenever possible.
	Ensured to compare opportunities with challenges throughout to offer an opposing view of my statement.



Start at my feet

The 2021 Welsh census revealed that the population within Wales has grown by 44,000 since the last census in 2011, this caused a rise within the area of school X which had also risen by 4.5% (Roskams, 2022). The uprise in population statistics within the local area of school X saw a 1.5% rise in ethnic minority groups, making it the largest increase of ethnic groups within the surrounding area (ONS, 2023). Due to the rise in ethnic minority groups, school X makes every effort to celebrate and appreciate cultures in accordance with the four learning purposes within Wales, particularly ‘creating ethically informed citizens’. Jermery Miles the Minister for Education and Welsh stated that “If we are to progress as a society, we must create an education system which broadens our understanding and knowledge of the many cultures which have built Wales’s, and the world’s, past and present” (Welsh Government, 2021). This is an opportunity for learning within the community and education as it allows the children to be surrounded by a diverse, inclusive community as well as understanding and respecting the culture of others through educational trips and schooling lessons. Furthermore, school X is situated within a rural area and surrounded by a community that is diverse, inclusive and closely connected, meaning that there are many opportunities and challenges that arise as a result of the widespread differences within the socio- economic status’s of those living within the community. School X makes the upmost effort to engage with parents and the community in order to provide the children with a wide variety of learning experiences and counter any challenges present with stimulating and engaging opportunities. The surrounding area of school X has many local attractions that provide opportunity such as, a local church, farm and many local charities that allow the children to receive well rounded experiences that will allow them to engage with different cultures, respect differences and consolidate knowledge learnt within the classroom. The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom believes all children should receive the opportunity to learn outside the classroom walls as it’s extremely beneficial for learning and development (European Study Tours, 2021). Moreover, a challenge within the local community is that they are deprived of a community center. This challenge affected many local children's clubs and charities as they had no space for their activities or meetings to take place therefore, school X allows the local community to make use of the school hall. This challenge was countered with an opportunity that highly benefited the children and community as a whole, this is as it welcomed a sense of togetherness through ‘fun days’ within the school and after school clubs allowing children to build upon social and team working skills.
There are currently 582 pupils within school X, within this number 6% are eligible for free school meals (FSM) which is greatly smaller than the national average of 19%, although the number of FSM is not considerably high within the school it’s still apparent that there are children within the community that are living within poverty (Estyn, 2018). Poverty is a challenge for those children who are eligible for FSM and has shown within research to negatively impact their education and contribute to the attainment gap. As the 2021 census revealed there was a population increase within the area of school X which resulted within a more diverse community surrounding the school, however the census did not show the increase in poverty levels and the Welsh attainment gap that affect many children within Wales. The Joseph Rowntree Foundation states that an estimated 17% of children are living within poverty when using free school meals (FSM) as an indicator. The educational achievements of these children are greatly lesser than those from more prosperous backgrounds, this shows a clear correlation between poverty and attainment levels. Poor education achievements of the children receiving FSM can be seen from as early as three and the standardized testing scores show them up to a year behind within their studies than those not receiving FSM (Egan, 2013). However, school X recognizes the challenges children living within poverty are facing and the connection between the rising poverty levels and poor educational performances and therefore provides FSM for all children from reception through to year 3. As well as this, children within nursery and year 4 are expected to soon be made eligible for this scheme. This provides all children with an equal opportunity of free meals within school hours as well as the school providing additional 1:1 learning sessions for the children that are seen to be underachieving, this demonstrates the school's passion for equity and equality for all.
Furthermore, although the number of children depending on FSM within school X is minimal at just 6% (Estyn, 2018), research and statistics state that 27.7% of the local population area were economically inactive in the year ending in June 2023, this is a higher figure than across the Wales and Great Britain national average (ONS, 2023). These statistics grow our understanding on the importance of local schemes and charities such as food banks. Many of these families may rely on support from foodbanks during their time of unemployment, specifically if they do not qualify for government claims or schemes such as FSM. Additionally, McKnight et al (2005, quoted in Cole, 2006, p. 204) stated that the association between income and attainment has increased, so that ‘young children with similar levels of competence diverge as they progress through school according to their socio- economic background’. This is a challenge for the local area as families living within poverty often radiate high levels of stress and disconnect, which has an overall impact on the child as a whole as well as their education. Additionally, Bronfenbrenner's theory states how children's microsystem has a detrimental effect on their holistic wellbeing due to it withholding vital institutions and environments such as family, education and peers (Hartin, 2023). If a child has a poor home life due to poverty and potential hunger, their relationships with peers and their concentration levels within school will be severally affected. Research carried out by BERA surrounding food bank use in schools (2023) supports this by stating that unsubstantial nutrition can cause inadequate brain development and poor wellbeing for the child, as well as having an immediate impact on concentration and focus within school. Consequently, school X creates opportunities within their learning environment to educate and provide the children with the knowledge, understanding and support they require within this area. School X encourages the children to contribute to their local food bank through the school, canned and long-lasting foods are packed by the children and taken to the local food bank for the families in need within this area. As well as this, families challenged by poverty are offered additional support and opportunities such as breakfast clubs. Moreover, by the school providing an opportunity for learning within this area they are incorporating the Curriculum for Wales, Statements of What Matters code into everyday schooling. This is fundamental for education within Wales and the ‘Health and Wellbeing’ statement underpins the importance of children learning and promoting healthy behaviors such as a balanced diet and further understanding the need to care for their own mental and physical needs as well as to respect the circumstances of others (Welsh Government, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_Ts3J5CnF]School X recognizes the need for children and parents to feel comfortable and secure when starting their schooling journey with them, this is due to research showing when children are settled and at ease within an environment, particularly school they are more confident to engage in learning and to feel in control of their daily activities (ECLKC, 2023). Moreover, for children to be engaged within steady daily routines when starting school parents must promote positive adult- child interactions, as a result of this when children begin transitioning into education they feel safe within the predicted environment and can develop relationships with those they encounter. School X continues to support this initiative as it links closely to one of the 12 pedagogical principles which are hugely vital for learning within Wales, this particular principle states, ‘to support social and emotional development and positive relationships’ (Impact Wales, 2022). As well as this, building positive relationships with school staff encourage emotional and social development for the child and promotes feelings of belonging and self-confidence which will later allow them to demonstrate emerging independence (ECLKC, 2023). Furthermore, school X encourages that prior to children enrolling into early years education parents/guardians should begin providing structure and consistency at home so that the child feels secure and ready to transition to school however, it is also fundamental that the child understands that not every day will always be the same. By parents setting an expectation that occasionally routines will differ, it allows the child to adapt and develop emotional competency within this situation. This area of development is particularly important for children with additional learning needs, a change of routine can induce anxiety and frustration therefore introducing flexible thinking, creating backup plans and allowing choice in daily routines is vital (Fishman, 2021). However, a challenge of the community surrounding school X is that prior to the children starting nursery many parents are uneducated on the importance of structure and security as their children may not have attended creche or daycare, potentially due to the expenses surrounding childcare before nursery. Although poverty levels within the surrounding area of school X are low, there are still undoubtedly families struggling financially and are therefore supported by government funds, free school meals and free breakfast schemes when entering school. Consequently, due to the rate of poverty within the community not being significantly high, the local area is not eligible for the Flying Start Programme. Furthermore, Flying Start is a Welsh government funded programme aimed at families and their children ages 0-3. This programme provides support and free part time childcare for families prior to school as well as aiding language development in readiness for school (CBC, 2022). The local area not being eligible for this programme is a challenge within the community as parents are deprived of parental support and pre-schooling development for their children. However, school X recognizes this struggle within the community and therefore makes every effort to create opportunities and make the transition for those starting school positive and seamless. One effective strategy that is used is transition meetings, meetings are arranged for ALN students, and one-page profiles are often exchanged so that teachers can better understand the pupil and their needs. School X sees it of great importance that teachers understand the child, this is due to research states that when teachers are fully understanding of their students, particularly those with additional learning needs it allows them to provide quality learning opportunities and the children will therefore make greater academic progress (Reach Out, 2021). As well as this, stay and play sessions are organized for new nursery children. These sessions are not optional as they are hugely effective and beneficial for the children as it allows them to familiarize themselves with the environment and teachers as well as the other children, making the transition smooth and positive. School X lengthens the stay and play sessions over a short period of time, the lengthening of sessions ensures the teachers that the child is comfortable and able to manage a full day of school, the child's wellbeing is always at the center of this process. The opportunities and strategies used by school X to counter community challenges allow parents and children to feel secure and at ease when entering their new routines.
To summarise, through bridging and extensive research I have concluded that schools have an impact on the wider community. I have learned that it is fundamental for schools to create close and trusting relationships with parents/guardians as well as provide opportunities for learning both inside and outside of the classroom. One strategy I found useful and effective during my bridging experience that I would like to use within the future of my teaching career is the upmost effort made to understand the child’s needs and holistic wellbeing. School X prides themselves by holding transition meetings, stay and play sessions and welcome days all in readiness for the child to begin the schooling transition. I would like to carry this out myself as I feel it brings comfort to the parents and allows the child to feel safe and secure prior to starting school, this will in turn reduce stress and anxiety and allow the transition to be positive. This strategy refers to the QTS standard ‘Adapt teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils’ and will allow all children to be adequately taught in accordance with their specific needs and developmental stage (Department for Education, 2021). Overall, during my bridging days I have concluded that it is vital to provide effective and well-rounded learning experiences for pupils as well as ensure the academic and personal needs of themselves and their families are being cared for. This perspective on education ensures positive learning experiences and inclusivity for all, making for a better future within this profession.
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