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[bookmark: _Toc152003008]Explanation of constitution
A constitution is a basic constitutional document that creates the framework for government, defining its authorities and responsibilities as well as the rights and liberties of its citizens. It acts as the country's ultimate law, providing political structures with an environment for growth, management, and functioning. Written or unwritten, formal, or controlled, it may encompass a variety of documents and traditions. In countries such as the United States and Germany, the state's principles and regulations are set out in one complete document referred to as the written constitution (Johnson, 2022). It typically includes provisions relating to individual rights, the division of authorities, including the processes for changing the Constitution overall. As observed in the United Kingdom, an unwritten constitution is formed by laws, common law, and traditions that define the duties of the various facets of government. A framework for government is nonetheless established through an unwritten constitution regardless of whether it cannot be found in a single document. An act of law essentially gives out the framework of the governing body and outlines the roles and responsibilities performed by its various divisions. It creates a structure that promotes transparency, accountability, and respect for laws and regulations by defining guidelines regarding the conduct of government workers.
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Figure 1: Constitution morality
(Source: Johnson, 2022)
[bookmark: _Toc152003009]The three key principles of a constitution
A constitution is believed to be a reflection of the ideology that the respective country follows and abides by. Although diverse in many aspects subject to the different needs and ideologies of different countries, some of the principles are common in each constitution. The primary concepts of a constitution include:
Separation of power: The idea of separation of functions relates to the division of authority in government among different departments to prevent misuse of power. The three branches of government usually act independently from one another and each has different duties. The development of an order of balance and oversight helps prevent one department from dominating the others (Pech, 2022).
Rule of Law: In accordance with the framework of the legal system, all people, irrespective of status or power, are governed by and bound by the rules of law.  It suggests that laws respect basic liberties and are transparent, equal in application, and straightforward. In a system that involves depending on capricious or discretionary actions, the rule of law provides an environment in which legal options are predictable and based on established standards.
Preservation of Personal Rights: Bills about rights or additional clauses that list and protect a person's basic rights and liberties frequently appear in constitutions. liberties are frequently acknowledged by constitutions as fundamental rights, stressing the importance of allowing individuals to express themselves, congregate for peace, and engage in their favourite religions without unjustified intervention. These freedoms encourage plurality and diversity, each of which is necessary for a healthy democracy (Kelemen, 2019). 

Figure 2: Key principles of a constitution
(Source: Self-created)
[bookmark: _Toc152003010]Rule of Law
It has been proven true that laws perform an essential role in sustaining democracy by supporting the rule of law across arbitrary power. This idea holds that everybody is governed by the law and subject to it, even those within positions of leadership. It provides an environment whereby the excessive influence is relegated to clear, foreseeable, and consistently applied laws. Fundamentally, democratic leadership depends on the rule of law, which guarantees an accountability-based system that emphasizes the protection of individual rights over arbitrary decision-making or unequal authority (Krygier, 2022).
The three primary elements of the system of law are equality, fairness, and legality. The law suggests no one has power over the rule of law and all actions must be allowed with the law. The tenet of equal treatment before the law ensures that everyone is protected by identical legal safeguards and consequences, irrespective of their place in life. Justice is an essential component, stressing the need for fair, open, or established-principles legal processes. The principle of law promotes an environment in which decisions are made by set regulations, thus serving both an argument against authoritarianism and arbitrary decisions. It provides a structure that governs interactions, protects private liberties, and maintains the distribution of power within established limits it promotes an orderly and just community (Sajan, 2023). Fundamental freedoms have to be safeguarded, and a democratic system depends primarily on the rule of law.
[bookmark: _Toc152003011]A.V Dicey’s 3 principles of the rule of law
The end of the 19th-century study "Introduction to a Study of the Laws of the Constitution" by renowned legal scholar Albert Venn Dicey established the three basic principles of the rule of law. The theoretical basis for understanding the rule of law in a democratic setting is offered by these principles:
Supreme Authority of Law: Dicey emphasized every individual is bound by the law, even public servants. These principals stress that each person is bound by the same set of regulations, regardless of their position in life, and that legislation is the final authority (Shakkarwar, 2020. Ensuring that government actions are punished by law serves to avoid the capricious or arbitrary use of control.
Equality Before the Law: To this concept, everybody has equal status in their view of the law. It implies that no specific individual or organization should be given extra rights and exemptions. The law fosters fairness and forbids discrimination by imposing identical rules for all parties.
Legal Spirit Predominance: Dicey stressed the importance of legal viewpoints in both the public and government sectors. This entails following recognized legal procedures, respecting legal tenets, and protecting individual liberties (SINGH, 2020). The legal spirit makes sure that the rule of law serves as the foundation for national governance as opposed to just being a formalized idea.
Dicey's view of the rule of law relies on these ideas, that highlight the importance of equality, principles of law, and the surrender of power to a system of law. Although additional complexity may be contributed by contemporary interpretations, Dicey's concepts remain to have a major effect on the way people discuss the rule of law.
[bookmark: _Toc152003012]Relevance
· Dicey's views regarding the rule of law remain essential in modern political and legal discourse. These concepts remain important currently despite the development of legal frameworks and the complex nature of contemporary government.
· Firstly, the "Supremacy of Law" concept addresses issues associated with authority misuse (Михайлов, 2023). It corresponds with the present scenario, and advocates for legislative limits on the conduct of the government particularly because of problems like executive overreach or authoritarian tendencies.
· Second, the commitment to fairness and nondiscrimination is highlighted by the "Equality Before the Law" concept. This concept maintains an indicator for assessing the reliability of legal systems in an era when public standards for justice and equality were important.
· Finally, conforming to legal rules and values is highlighted by the "Predominance of Legal Spirit" foundation. The legitimacy and effectiveness of legal systems in modern administration keep relying on preserving the rule of law, protecting individual rights, and developing a legal mindset among both people and the government (Munir, 2023).
· Although implementations and interpretations could shift, Dicey's fundamental concepts remain relevant and offer a permanent basis for assessing the soundness and validity of the legal and political systems in the twenty-first century.
[bookmark: _Toc152003013]Evidence
Legal Precedents: The absolute authority of law can be seen by the continuous application of legal precedents (Cane, 2022). The rule of law gets a boost when judgments are made based on recognized legal tenets rather than on personal views. In Entick v Carrington [1765] the rule of law was discussed and considered by the authorities and it was established that even police officers who are holding a position of authority in the state are not exempt from this rule and they need to abide by the regulations of law. It was specified that prior lawful authority is needed to be provided by the police to enter an individual’s property.  
Cases of Discrimination: Cases in which legal frameworks address and resolve unlawful discrimination or maintain the idea that everyone is equal before the law demonstrate a system's commitment to the basic tenets of the rule of law.
Government Accountability: In the rule of law, government operations have to be examined by the courts. The notion that no one stands above the law is strengthened by proof that public servants are held accountable for acts that violate legal norms. In M v Home Office [1994], there was an issue related to the decision made by the Home Secretary Kenneth Baker, related to crown immunity. The course of the trial allowed the authority to decide that although the Crown cannot be held liable for any form of tort committed, a minister acting on behalf of the Crown can. This specifies that even authoritative positions like that of the Home Minister are not exempt from the law and that the rule of law in the UK is applicable to every individual.
Public Trust: The level of trust that the general population has in legal institutions is a good indicator of the prevalent legal spirit (Dhivya and Radhajayasheela, 2022). If consumers think the legal system is successful, it indicates that it is a general legal mindset in the neighbourhood.
[bookmark: _Toc152003014]Reform suggestions
Judicial Separation: The effective functioning of the court system depends on the judiciary along with other departments of the government remaining distinctly apart. Judges may safeguard the rule of law by applying and interpreting the law under its principles and established rules of law when they have protection from outside influences (Sonthalia, 2021). The public's confidence in the legal system is contingent upon this separation because it shows that judgments are reached impartially and independently.
Accessibility to Justice: Enhancing the accessibility of justice is an essential factor in upholding the legal perfection of equal opportunity. Improving access to legal help and representation makes it simpler for people to comprehend the legal system and guarantees that all individuals have the right to fairness compared to it is a privilege for a chosen few (Prasetyoningsih, 2020). It serves to ensure that there is an equitable legal system that respects the democratic ideals of equal protection under the law.
Legal Education: Increasing the public's understanding of and education concerning the law develops a legal spirit that allows people to understand and use their legal rights.
Adaptation to Technological advances: To ensure that legal frameworks can successfully regulate novel forms of activity while valuing established principles, reforms must tackle the issues brought forward by advances in technology.
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The research project examines the continued applicability of A.V. Dicey's rule of law ideas, putting a special focus on separation of powers and justice accessibility. It emphasizes the significance they play in maintaining equal treatment, impartiality, and justice throughout legal systems all of which are crucial for preserving the rule of the law in contemporary society.
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