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[bookmark: _Int_lMnnKHke]Death and how the modern day shows respects the remains of the dead.
This essay will be outlining the differences of respecting the dead between early human's human relatives and modern-day humans but that they all respect the dead in one form or another for example positioning of a body or gifts left to the deceased the main example showing early human burial equates the behaviour to the modern-day human.

“The Glycymeris valves described above were collected by humans and brought to the cave from a distance of about 40 km. Two aspects of the Qafzeh shells are most conspicuous and add significantly to our understanding of the early appearance of modern human behavior: the ochre stains on some of the shells, and the holes that apparently served for suspending shells. (Walter (2003) examined the red and black stains on two of the shells and determined that the red stains are ochre and the black are manganese.” (BAR-YOSEF MAYER, D.E., VANDERMEERSCH, B. and BAR-YOSEF, O., 2009.)

Whilst it appears that Neanderthals did not place their dead on beds of flowers it does not mean that the burial was not intentional the positioning of the remains. The main text that will be used to support the idea that Neanderthals also intentionally buried their dead is [HUNT, C.O., POMEROY, E., REYNOLDS, T., TILBY, E. and BARKER, G., 2023. Shanidar et ses fleurs? Reflections on the palynology of the Neanderthal ‘Flower Burial’ hypothesis. Journal of Archaeological Science, 159, pp. 105822.] 
“Our final reflection is that the debates about the ‘Flower Burial’ have in many respects obscured its most significant aspect: that it was part of a tight cluster of what our evidence suggests were emplaced bodies that is practically unique in the Neanderthal realm.” (Hunt, Pomeroy et al. 2023)(Shanidar et ses fleurs? Reflections on the palynology of the Neanderthal ‘Flower Burial’ hypothesis - ScienceDirect)
The last main resource that will be mentioned is, CIfA Code, regulations and standards & guidance | Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. Available: https://www.archaeologists.net/codes/cifa [Nov 7, 2024]. This will be used as an example of how archaeologists or modern-day humans are supposed to treat remains, artifacts and historic sites.
Section 1 Qafzeh Cave, Israel

Qafzeh cave has twenty-seven sets of remains although eight are incete this section will be using Qafzah 11 (Q11) as an example of early human burial. (Q11) passed around the age of twelve suffered a brain injury as a juvenile this shows that they were not abandoned after gaining an injury. (Q11) was found with deer antlers and placed in a pit dug out of the bed rock the body's position was on its back and legs bent to the side and both hands were placed either side of the neck with the antlers held tight to the chest of (Q11). This shows behaviour like that of how we might place our own dead showing how similar we are emotionally to our ancestors from 90,00 –100,000 years ago this is evidence of emotional intelligence and respect that meany only attribute to modern-day humans.
Section 2 – Shanidar cave, Iraq
Shanidar 4 (S4) is an interesting case though it is not believed to be a real case of ritual burial anymore, but it was formally a strong argument for it as a possibility because (S4) was found to be atop of what seemed to be a bed of flowers (S4) was aged around 30 to 45 years old at the time of death, routine soil sampling showed that there were clumps of pollen around (S4) it was subjected to testing and the types of pollen found showed that the flowering plants that pollen had been gathered under and around (S4) flowered at different times of year showing that it was likely to not be from a bed of flowers.
This might disprove the theory of flower bed being a ritual burial, but it does not disprove intentional burial from Neanderthals.
Section 3 , CIfA Code, regulations and standards & guidance | Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
The CIfA code shows how we would ideally deal with any historic environment, but it also shows how remains should be treated whilst on location and in research it enforces rules to be followed by archaeologists in the modern day or homo sapience (humans) to follow these rules is to ensure that you keep historic environments in a prserved position for research and enjoyment and encourage others to do likewise where possible. The maintenance of these locations is seen as a priority by CIfA but those who are excavating cannot neglect keeping an archive of records alongside the excavation.
CIfA also mandates that all research is to be carried out considering the location in mind so if it must be damaged to not deliberately cause unnecessary damage and if damage is unavoidable, it must take in the legitimate interests of other archaeologists a good example that CIfA uses is if the interest of the excavation is on a lower layer all layers must be excavated and recorded within the scope of the project that is being undertaken.
Section 4 
Ultimately all of these sources show some respect to remains from the personal aspect of the Neanderthals living around the location and regular use of shanidar cave for putting the remains of their dead to rest as a crypt it still shows care and consideration because of how they were lay to rest over a span of time showing coming back to place their dead in shanidar cave even if it was bees or rodents that placed the pollen around the environment of (S4) it mirrors the behaviour of homo sapiens in Qafzeh cave laying their loved ones to rest in deliberate ways showing the similarity to modern day homo sapiens (Q11) prompting us to see our relatives and ancestors as more than just the depictions of hunched and dim that is what most may have believed. This shows us that while the methods may have been little different from one and other the connection is still shown through how we treat our dead and how meany of our ancestors did not. This shows the boundary of respect for our dead to be cross species for Homo sapiens and Neanderthals in this case our understanding and emotional connection is how we show respect for the dead.
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