


Beauty and destruction

[bookmark: _Hlk513494058][bookmark: _Hlk512883416][bookmark: _Hlk513500395]For this show I shall be touching upon the idea of beauty submerging from the man-made destruction that humanity has caused to our planet. I want the selection of artworks to cover how beauty can still prevail   even after mass destruction. Whether that be via the earth adapting or the art that people have created to reflect the current times. I will be using artists such as Christian Richter, a German photographer who looks at abandoned buildings. Josef Koudelka another photographer whose project De-creazione looks at the themes expressing the destruction that has been influenced by human history and natural destruction which points out the imbalance of humans and nature. There will be a selection of plastiglomerates to show how humanity has deposited so much waste that we have created a new type of rock formed in the ocean made of rubbish that we have thrown away into the ocean. I want to also show the painting Guernica by Picasso; this work was based on the bombing of Guernica the ancient Basque capital. This painting reflects the destruction of war. It was painted as an anti-war piece when the Nazi’s bombed this place. I have chosen his painting as it reflects humans destroying each other but through this has inspired artwork to come through despite of the destruction.

Context
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I will be showing this at the Boiler house gallery which is in the Tate the space is clearly shown in the diagram above as it is spacious enough to display the works, and I should be able to fit it all in, plus it is a simple and easy space whilst there still being walls to be able to separate the works out. I wanted this divided for aesthetic reasonings to have grayscale and colour separately and to convey the different messages as I want to show something that is destructive but beautiful in the room on the right and more negative destruction in the room to the left. They should all work together as they tie in with the theme I have settled on. When entering the space to the right, Picasso’s painting will be on the wall to the right and on the left wall stretched alongside with it there will be the works of Josef Koudelka as they both link with the ruins of humanity and the usage of grayscale within the pieces also tie in with each other. I put Josef Koudelka work as the first piece you see as they are not only very eye catching but also as I am paring two of his works with one of Picassos, I worried as Picasso is far more popular/famous that if I were to swap the positions of the works that people would pay less attention to the photographs. This is also the reason why I included two of his works and not just one as there is power in numbers. In the other room to the left there will be a collection of plastiglomerates paired with the works of Christian Richter as I feel the sense of decay will tie in with each other and the contrast of old ruins and new “ruins” could be quite interesting to pair. I decided to have three photographs of Christian Richter work and lay them out like a triptych as I felt his photographs it would be good to have multiple locations to show the dilapidation of human made structures. For the centre of the room on the left-hand side is where I will place a vast range of different plastiglomerates spread out on their own glass stand in series of 5x5. I feel that if they are stands then they will seem like precious items and by having them on glass stands they will make the gallery seem more spacious. I have researched about the philosopher’s Burke and his philosophy of the sublime and the idea of destructive sublime as inspiration towards this exhibition. Burke put emphasis on his theory of the sublime on terror, Burke is important because he explained the differences between beauty and the sublime by. He compared the idea of pleasure and pain into two categories, deriving beauty from pleasure and sublimity from pain. According to Burke, the pleasure of beauty has a relaxing effect whereas sublimity, unlike beauty creates a tenser sensation and is not relaxing. Based on his ingenious theory, he could compare the difference of the beautiful and sublime: "The ideas of the sublime and the beautiful stand on foundations so different, that it is hard, I had almost said impossible, to think of reconciling them in the same subject, without considerably lessening the effect of the one or the other upon the passions'' . Burke's use of this physiological theory of beauty and sublime makes him the first English writer to offer a purely aesthetic explanation of these effects; Burke was the first philosopher to explain the difference between both beauty and sublimity purely based on the perception and its effect the perceiver has. 














Artists and Artworks
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Josef Koudelka is a Czech/French photographer who took these images in 2013 as a part of a set of images from his project De-creazione. Within these pictures he wanted to show the influence of human history and nature and how through natural disasters. How both humanity via war and hatred and nature with earthquakes and tsunamis etc there has always been conflict between the two. In the long run we shape the landscape and nature will always win.
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Pablo Picasso’s work Guernica was based around the bombing of Guernica which happened in 1937 and was painted as an immediate reaction to the bombings caused by Nazi Germany during the Spanish Civil war. The bull and the horse are symbolic of Spanish culture. This piece is morbid and shows the destructive behaviours man has on the world. The painting is also an artistic depiction of our human destructive history and is another reason why I chose for it to relate to Kaudelka’s work.
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These set of images are by a photographer known as Christian Richter from his collection ‘Abandoned places’. Richter started exploring abandoned buildings after the fall of the Berlin wall. This series began in 2011 and Richter has broken into over 1000 buildings across Europe. He explores the concept of listening to a building ‘swan song’ a term traditionally meaning the final performance/ activity. When looking at his work it shows the crumbling of humanity before it gets wiped completely.
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Plastiglomerates are stones produced by the oceans which have been combined with the trash that we through into the ocean. These are not artworks but rock formations that I felt would be suitable for this exhibition. People have thrown away 6 billion metric tons of waste since the 1950’s into the ocean which has caused the phenomime we have today. I feel that in a way it is humanity altering something natural to the point it has become natural itself. I find these rock formations could make interesting pieces and by having them in an art gallery setting then adds a sense of value to the objects and despite it showing our destructive tendencies it has created something strangely beautiful. As a larger set I think it would give the viewer more to analyse when walking around the exhibition room and that these rocks will tie with Richter’s photography.
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