Lit Review – Dissertation 2500
Aim: A critical analysis of policing in South Wales during the COVID 19 Pandemic
OBJECTIVE 1: Assess how policing changed during the Covid-19 pandemic.
 Identifying the increase in mental health incidents during the pandemic and the police response to this.
Look at different crimes that increased during the covid 19 pandemic. 
OBJECTIVE 2: Compare and contrast the police approach in Wales compared to other countries.
Compare England to Wales and Scotland 
Compare UK to America 
OBJECTIVE 3: Evaluate public perceptions on policing in South Wales during the pandemic.
According to Langton, Dixon and Farrell (2021), the covid 19 pandemic significantly impacted societies, in particular criminal behaviour. Ashby (2020b) suggests the effect of the UK lockdown and the government requirement for people to stay at home have evidenced changes in social interactions which created greater opportunities for crime. Firstly, identifying the different crimes committed and looking at the statistics of each crime during the pandemic it can be identified that theft and robbery showed a decrease with being sixty percent below expected crime rate. This can be show from the changes and laws that were put in place to stop individuals from mixing and implementing the “stay at home” guidelines. Due to the closure of many companies during the first lockdown in 2020 this impacted the decrease in this time of crime. However, crimes that were more likely to happen in a community like burglary were known to be more than a third lower than expected. This could potentially have been due to many people remotely working from home and the lowered numbers of individuals leaving their homes. A decrease of criminal damage and arson has been identified as well as public order being twenty percent below average rate. However, with public order a gradual increase was identified as the lockdown period went on with an increase in alcohol related incidents. During the first six months of the pandemic according to The Crown Prosecution Service (2021) have stated “public order offenses were primarily coronavirus related” this could have been as there was an increase in assaults against emergency and key workers. As forces the police faced challenges with these crimes as more people were at home and not out in the open.
Cybercrime and fraud have been identified more since many people were made to work from home. The government have seen more scams related to covid 19 and during covid than any other areas (National Cyber Security Centre, 2020). In 2020 from the month of to March to May Kemp et al., (2021) suggests that there was a “sharp spike” in the rates of cybercrime and fraud, this shows a greater amount than the months in the previous 3 years. The UK went into a national lockdown in March 2020 forcing people to stay at home and move to remote working at their households, therefore this shows the increase of these types of crimes online and the decrease of crimes happening offline. However, with the increase in fraud due to more people being actively working online, more individuals were shopping online making it easier for online fraud to happen (Kemp et al., 2021).
ADD SECTION ON NEW CRIMES – CYBER CRIMES AND FRAUD. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Cybercrime: COVID-19 impact. https://www.interpol.int/content/download/15526/file/COVID-19%20Cybercrime%20Analysis%20Report-%20August%202020.pdf – find original source to reference 
[bookmark: _Hlk152964249]Find another source here.   (Kemp et al., 2021)-Cyber Crime
EXPLAIN THE IMPACT THIS HAS ON THE POLICE FORCES 
From the spread of the coronavirus illness this has caused many disruptions within forces of the police when it comes to staffing issues. Due to the spread of illness individuals had to self-isolate and if family members caught covid often led to households having to isolate together increasing the number of staff taking sick leave or working from home. According to Fleming and Brown (2021) the workloads for individuals have increased by nearly 23% due to a strain on the forces to cover staff sickness. This caused police officers who were able to work to take on workloads of others making it more difficult. Some individuals could work from home whereas others couldn’t do that. Therefore, putting a strain on the officers out in force policing communities as well as having a large impact on the mental health of police officers.
Objective 2 – Comparing different police approaches. 
America - https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/2330443X.2022.2071369 changes in crime rates.

Plan to follow 
· Look at the different crimes that have been committed during the pandemic, look at the patterns and trends of the crimes that have increased – Increase in cybercrime and fraud why is this? Is there a high number of domestic abuse related crimes if so why?
· How have these crimes impacted the police forces
· Add another source in the section looking at the different crimes 
· Staffing issues – find another source
· Evaluate how the pressures of the staffing issues have led to mental health issues of officers
· Look at the increase in mental health incidents during pandemic – police response to these why did they respond in this way?
· Did the police respond in a positive or negative way show pros and cons 
· Objective 2 
· Outline the police approach to covid 19 pandemic in Wales, England, Ireland and Scotland 
· Compare how all countries responded to the pandemic and how each force dealt with the changes
· Give evaluation and comparison to America
· Which forces strategy worked better and why show evaluation of the pros and cons of this 
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