Contextualising research
Monastic Wales
CHEPSTOW PRIORY
1. To what Order did your chosen Monastery belong and what do you understand by Order?
Chepstow was of the Benedictine Order (until 1442), an Order being the specified rule followed by monks of that Order, in this case the Rule of St Benedict, the earliest Order of Western Monasticism, founded in the 6th Century

2. Who founded it?
Chepstow Priory was founded (pre 1071) by Earl William fitz Osbern, lord of Chepstow Castle

3. Are there any indications of why it was founded?
Chepstow Priory was founded as an alien priory to Cormeilles, Normandy (the mother-house)

4. What is the significance of its location?
The location of the Priory, presumably, was determined to its proximity to Chepstow Castle, of which its founder Earl William fitz Osbern, was lord.

5. What recorded events are listed in its history and what is their significance?
Pre 1071 – foundation, the first Norman house founded in Wales
1442 – independence, the priory became an independent priory with a community of English monks, thereby representing the cessation of the Benedictine Order
[bookmark: _GoBack]1536 – dissolution, dissolved in September following survey in May the same year 
