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ESSAY 1 – HOW HAVE PAST INSTANCES OF POLICE MALPRACTICE AND MISCONDUCT INFLUENCED MODERN PROFESSIONAL POLICING?

ANSWER

This essay intends to explore the topic of how past instances of malpractice and misconduct in the police force have influenced and shaped the way the policing is conducted today. It will be using high profile, historic incidents to show this.

To really understand and fully answer this question the history of the Police Force must be explored and what has led the police to police the way they do today. The major change within the force was the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. This was introduced due to a perceived loss of confidence in policing by the general public after several high-profile miscarriages of justice. “…PACE came as a response to miscarriages of justice, behind this, lay wider public concerns about how the police dealt with suspects and the perception of a deeper institutional malaise”. (Cowan, D. 2020). One such high profile case was the infamous Brixton Riots of 1981. 

During the riots, many were injured, and severe damage was caused. “More than 300 people were injured and the damage caused came to an estimated cost of £7.5 million” (BBC Online, 2021). The riots came about due to racial tensions and divides between communities culminating in the police overusing their powers discriminately. “Racist policing tactics were weaponized against Black communities in the UK during the late 1970’s and 1980’s”. (Archives, Black Culture. 2021) It was widely believed that the police would target black people for unfair treatment and/or arrests. The Sus Law was a stop and search law that allowed officers to stop, search or arrest any person they deemed to suspect about to commit a crime, or were acting suspiciously. 

This came to a head one evening on the 10th of April 1981 when it was suggested police brutality had been used against a black man after being stopped using the “Sus Law”. It was the straw that broke the camels back and rioting broke out across London. 

In the aftermath of the riots, on the 14th of April 1981 an independent enquiry into the riots began, conducted by Lord Scarman. The Scarman report was then published on 25th of November 1981 concluding that racial disadvantage was happening in Britain and needs to be stopped, it went on to state “…racial disadvantage and its nasty associate, racial discrimination, have not yet been eliminated. The poison minds and attitudes; they are, and so long as they remain, will continue to be a potent factor of unrest.” (Lord Scarman, 1981)

It was evident that severe changes needed to be made to ensure that public confidence in the police was restored. This change came in 1984 with the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. This act was passed as a way to unify police powers under a single code of practice, whilst carefully balancing the rights of the individual against the powers of the Police. “The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) was introduced as a response to a growing perception that the public had lost all confidence in the English criminal justice system”. (Law Teacher, 2013)

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act underpins every action of police officers today. From the way interviews are conducted to how arrests are made. All, while continuing to have individuals’ rights at the heart of any investigation. It’s the framework to how all modern-day policing is conducted, and investigations are laid out. 

Some examples of the changes were how police conduct interviews. They must now be audio and visually recorded. “An interview under caution should always be audio-recorded…” (HSE, UK. 2012) However, pre-P.A.C.E this was not the case, often leading to bias interviews and, in some cases, officers using interrogation tactics to try and get confessions. 

In one such case, well known as the “Birmingham Six”, six men were wrongfully arrested and convicted for a bombing in Birmingham in 1975. It was claimed that during interview, the accused were treated horrifically, with one of the men stating... “I was kicked and punched all around the room. They kept telling me that I would make a statement, or they would kick me to death.” (Hill, Paddy Joe, 1995) These actions were taken all in order to get a confession from the accused. After being subjected to such inhumane circumstances the men “confessed” and were sent to prison. These men were proven innocent after spending sixteen years wrongly imprisoned for crimes they did not commit.  

The changes that P.A.C.E has brought into policing interviews ensures that incidents and miscarriages of justice like this will not be allowed to happen again. P.A.C.E outlines that interviews must be fair, free from oppression and allow suspects the chance to answer allegations made against them. 

 Underpinning the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 is the Code of Ethics. The code of ethics is there to help officers make sure that when faced with decision making, they act and behave to a set standard of expected behaviour. “It is a supportive, positive, everyday decision-making framework and is a constant reinforcement of the values and standards that policing is proud of.” (College of Policing, 2021). The Code of Ethics is another tool that has derived from the changes made to policing through the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, that has been put in place to increase public confidence and allow police to continue policing with consent. Its also in place to ensure consistency throughout the force and to show there is a minimum standard expected form every police officer and police staff member.

To summarise the findings, it’s found that the police used to over-use powers and policies to such an extent that belief in the organisation and public confidence had reached near breaking point. The introduction of P.A.C.E has been revolutionary at providing standards and placing communities and the public at the heart of the decisions made and investigations completed. Influencing not only policing up to now, but which will help shape and allow for further improvements in future policing.
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ESSAY 2 – HOW DOES MEDIA COVERAGE AFFECT POLICING STRATEGIES IN RELATION TO PUBLIC PROTECTION INCIDENTS?

ANSWER

	This essay intends to outline the affect that media coverage has on policing strategies in relation to Public Protection incidents. This will be shown through research of incidents whereby the media is key to policing strategies. How high-profile cases have been reported and shown to reveal failings on behalf of the agencies involved in the case. Also, how a media strategy is important when dealing with the media. 

	The media plays a prominent role with regards to policing strategies. The media is a powerful tool that can influence the publics opinion as well as the publics perception of the police. When a major incident occurs, specifically one of public protection, there will be a high level of media attention. High levels of media attention have the ability to incite fear and panic into the general public, meaning the police must implement more aggressive policing strategies.

	Public Protection incidents that involve children attract a lot of media attention, (Wate, R. 2015) wrote that “Safeguarding children is often seen as the key priority in public protection. Society is deeply concerned about protecting them and there is usually a public outcry and extensive media reporting in cases of child abuse or, in particular, abusive child deaths.” This was none more so prevalent than with the case of ‘Baby P’. There was wide-spread coverage of this incident in the media with “2823 mentions of the Baby P case in UK Newspapers between 1 November 2008 and 1 November 2009…” (Elsley. S, 2010). Due to the enormous media coverage, safeguarding issues were exposed and the need for a more reliable relationship between agencies was noted. This was not the first time a child had died whilst under the responsibility of the local authority. Policing strategies regarding safeguarding children has now changed. Police now, when at calls that involve children, must always submit a PPN (Public Protection Notice) – Child At Risk form which is then sent on to partner agencies. This is regardless of the nature of the call. Media reporting of public protection incidents like that of Baby P, caused significant public discontent around the safe-guarding and protection of children and babies. “Social workers were viewed as being culpable in their failure to protect Baby P…” (Elsey. S, 2010) 

	Other public protection incidents that garner mass media attention are commonly incidents of a sexual abuse nature. Over the last decade there has been numerous enquiries into historical chid sexual abuse. High profile investigations into Jimmy Saville, Sir Edward heath and Rolf Harris have resulted in huge media reporting. ITV conducted its own investigation into the matter and with their findings released a television programme. The police had to respond and henceforth launched Operation Yewtree. “Operation Yewtree was launched in response to the broadcast of ITV’s Exposure programme on the 4 October 2012.” (Erooga, M. 2013) A policing strategy formulated off the back of intense media reporting and investigation. 

	It is important for the Police and the Media to have a good relationship. “The mass media play an important role in the…public’s perception of victims, criminals, deviants and law enforcement officials, is largely determined by their portrayal in the media” (Studocu, 2021) Working closely alongside the media can help with investigations, can also help with getting information out to the general public quicker, in regard to public safety and also shows transparency into the work that the police are doing. (College of Policing, 2021) goes onto state that “A successful working relationship between the police service and the media is vital…”. Media coverage that is not correct or shows false reports which can be misleading are detrimental to the police organisation. Hence why in the Force’s Communications Strategy there shows a need for transparency within the open communication to media outlets. This could help reduce false or incorrect reporting. A successful communication/media strategy will help to receive information and identify the target audience that could be of great use in an investigation. “Identifying your target audience is essential in developing an effective media strategy…” (Pepper, Red. 2021) It can also be used to be informative, allowing the wider public to understand the aims and objectives of the police within the investigation. There should, however, be a strategy in place where the details that are released to the media do not go beyond what is agreed so as not to compromise any investigation. 

	Strategies must also be in place for social media, the use of social media directly connects the police with communities. Understanding communities’ viewpoints and listening to their ideas will help how police serve those communities best. The NPCC states that “…to effectively interact with the public via social, the Force will need a clear understanding of its audience and how to interact with them…” (NPCC, 2019). With better understanding of communities via Social Media engagement, the police will be able to build trust within the community. This can help with investigations moving forward as the public may be more willing to interact and assist with said investigations if police are engaging and interacting back with them. “This shows that when law enforcement agencies use their social media channels to engage, residents are ready to engage back…helping to bridge the public trust gap between law enforcement agencies and their communities.” (City, Z. 2023)

	In conclusion, the media and social media has an enormous impact on policing strategies. To ensure there is no false reports, which could incite fear. To sharing information via social media to assist and inform and engage with communities. Therefore, making it hugely important for the police to work alongside the media in a responsible manner that can promote trust and transparency whilst, and most importantly, ensuring public safety in matters of public protection. 
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ESSAY 3 – HOW EFFECTIVE IS EARLY INTERVENTION IN PREVENTING YOUNG PEOPLE FROM OFFENDING OR RE-OFFENDING?

ANSWER

This essay intends to inform the reader of how effective early intervention can be when preventing young people from offending or re-offending. This will be shown by how police can notice ACEs when attending calls. Partner agencies that can help the police and, also understanding the importance of the Youth Offenders Service in helping to steer young people away from crime. Whilst explaining crime prevention programmes and statistics in youth offending programmes.

Adverse Childhood Experiences or “ACEs” are “…traumatic experiences that children experience before the age of 18 that can have lasting impacts on their mental health, physical health, and general well-being” (Wisner, W. 2022) These experiences include various forms of abuse such as, sexual abuse, physical abuse and emotional abuse but is not exclusive to just these three examples. The impact on ACEs can be detrimental to a child’s future physical and mental health with an increase in health problems in adulthood “…such as cancer and heart disease, as well as increasing the risk of mental health difficulties and violence…” (Foundation Trust, NHS. 2023). The longer ACEs continue, the harder it is to break the cycle of it. “…(ACEs are prevalent, preventable, and a public health issue that cycle from one generation to the next…” (Ports, K.A 2021)

Noticing ACEs early and intervening at an early stage can help a child in reducing their traumatic experiences and lowering the affects this could have on a child’s future. A way to notice whether a child has ACEs is to have Front Line Police Officers trained on them. Police Officers attend calls of a domestic violence nature extremely regularly. “According to Police crime figures, around 2.3 million people suffered domestic abuse in the year…” (Watch, N. 2020). At these calls children are, frequently, present meaning they could be subjected to ACEs. Taking the time to talk to the child and asking a few questions may show the officer that the child in the address is indeed suffering from ACEs. Assessing where the child lives, their surroundings could also indicate ACEs. This can be achieved by taking the time to look around the house they are living in, is it tidy/clean? Is there sufficient food? All issues that could point to ACEs. “Preventing ACES in future generations could reduce levels of…heroin/cocaine use by 66%, incarceration by 65%, violence perpetration by 60%...” (GOV. WALES 2019) This research was conducted by Public Health Wales and is a clear indicator of how effective it is to notice ACES early and try to break the cycle of future generations.

The correct steps must then be put in place to raise awareness to partner agencies such as Social Services and Child Protection. Working with partner agencies, such as social services, is an important part in making sure that a child and their family get the correct support they need. Liaising with the school also to ensure they are aware if the child’s needs. “…one example is where child support agencies find…support for young people who have been victims of domestic abuse. One study found that this reduced offending rates from 25% to 7%.” (Thompson, K. 2021) Another clear indicator that giving support at an early age reduces offending rates.

Early intervention can also be associated with schemes such as Youth Offending and Crime Prevention programmes. These are programmes that are usually run within local communities and target young people who may have been in trouble with the police previously or be at risk of committing crime in the future. “Youth crime prevention programmes…involve activities to help keep young people away from crime.” (Service, G.D. 2015). Attendance at these programmes is often voluntary and, in most cases, would need a referral from a partner agency, a school or even a parent of the youth. On the most part, however it would be the police who make the referral to the Youth Offenders Team. During these programmes youths can be mentored, can have programmes that are school based to help with academia and, also family support.

HM Prison and Probation Service in Wales, 2017 states, “…Wales will reduce the demand on services…by moving focus to early intervention.” Focusing on early intervention, based on the facts above, should see a reduction in offending and also a reduction in re-offending. This shows that there is a belief from HM Prison and Probation Service that early intervention is effective in stopping young people from offending and/or re-offending. There by, showing the importance of intervening at the earliest opportunity with young people.  

	Just how effective is early intervention? It was thought by some that early intervention should be given in the first few years of life however “…the best evidence shows that effective interventions can improve children’s life at any point in childhood and adolescence.” (Foundation E.I. 2020). This may be the case however the more involved in a crime a youth is, the more likely they are to re-offend. “For the year ending March 2021, those with no previous offences had a re-offending rate of 16.4% compared to 63.8% for those who had committed 11 or more previous offences.” (Youth Justice Board E&W, GOV. 2023). 

To conclude, the above paragraphs should be seen as proof that the earlier the intervention the more effective the prevention can be. Its imperative that intervention is as early as possible for prevention to be as effective as possible, to halt offending before it begins or to ensure youths do not re-offend.
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ESSAY 4 – ARE PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEANS OF REHABILITATING OFFENDERS? 

ANSWER

This essay intends to gather research to support reasoning as to whether partnership approaches are the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders. To fully answer this question, the essay will be based on researching partnerships that are used by the police. Who these partnerships are best suited for. Analysing test results of various rehabilitation programmes in the United States of America. The essay will then summarise whether the partnership is effective or not, based on statistics and facts. Whilst also discussing the pilot scheme, Operation Checkpoint, and its effectiveness. A conclusion will then be drawn on to ascertain the overall answer to the question this essay is addressing.

It's noted by (Wilson D.B, 2016), that ‘Rehabilitative programs locate the causes of crime within the individual or at least presume that by bringing about change within an individual that he or she will be less likely to commit crime’. An idea that the root of why crime is committed is usually found when rehabilitating offenders. 

The police use many partnerships when it comes to re-habilitating offenders, and they play an important role in helping offenders to not re-offend. The article from (A Framework to Support Positive Change for Those at Risk of Offending, 2018 – 2023) states…“All partners have a responsibility to provide a service which is responsive to the needs of an individual.” This meaning that partnerships must be tailored to the respective offender, but are they effective? “Most problems are best solved by the whole community working together…” (Cuthbert, Jeff. 2017) 

Women’s Pathfinder, for example, is a Welsh partner initiative that focusses on the needs of a woman, through support, to be diverted away from the Criminal Justice System. It was established in 2013 and has been helping women by supporting positive change. “The aim of the Women’s Pathfinder is to reduce offending and re-offending by women in Wales by: ‘Enabling women and children in Wales to have…positive, independent and healthy lives’…” (Pathfinder W. 2017). Women can also receive help with accommodation when leaving Prison and, also, help with education. To date, over 1400 women have been diverted away from the criminal justice system due to Women’s Pathfinder. The university of South Wales have evaluated and undertaken research into the Women’s Pathfinder and found a “26% reduction in re-offending…” (Pathfinder W, 2017). When women engage with the agency. A clear indicator into the effectiveness of rehabilitating women through this partnership. 

Substance misuse is a major cause of crime across England and Wales (Tiquet. Marie-Edith, 2019) explains “The perception was, and is, that substance misuse was one of the main causes of crime…and therefore, needed to be controlled…”. Failures to address drug and alcohol dependency as often the root of crime, has led to measures being put in place to help those in need of drug and alcohol rehabilitation. (Tiquet, Marie-Edith, 2019) also goes on to state that research conducted by (et al. Hough, 2003) into DTTO’s (DRUG TREATMENT TESTING ORDERS) found that those who had completed their orders with this partnership had a 53% re-conviction rate, this is almost half of the 91% that had reconvictions, that had gone on to breach their orders. This was seen as successful however, there are still over half that have completed the order and still go on to re-offend.

Tests were conducted in the United States of America to understand the effectiveness of correctional partner rehabilitation and whether they had any effect on recidivism. There were four main areas of rehabilitation program studies, (1) Educational or Work related, (2) Religious, (3) substance Abuse and (4) Psychological or behavioural. The results were, perhaps, not as good as expected with (Wilson D.B, 2016) stating “…a modest…reduction in recidivism from 50 to 40%. These programs help but are by no means the solution to recidivism.” 

MORTARIA (Motivating Offender Rehabilitation Through Archaeological Recording, Investigation and Analysis) is a project that has been started in partnership between CADW, G4S Care and Justice Services. It’s an interactive workshop by where offenders in prison get taught about archaeology. “MORTARIA represents the first attempts to explicitly take Archaeology into a prison…as part of the rehabilitation process.” (Pudney, C. 2018). There is little to no evidence however that this has been successful and effective in the rehabilitation process, even though it was popular in prison with offenders. 

A scheme currently being deployed and run by Durham Constabulary is called Operation Checkpoint. This is a scheme which effectively allows offenders of low level offences to take part in a programme instead of being prosecuted. (Bandyopadhyay, S. 2020) goes on to explain “This ‘deferred prosecution scheme’ allows offenders to avoid prosecution if they participate in a programme that addresses their cause of offending…” From this programme for rehabilitation there are some tested results with (Bandyopadhyay, S, 2020) further adding “…results from this programme…show a 15% reduction in re-offending rates when compared to similar offenders who did not participate.” Although, again, this is a modest reduction in offending rates, however, it is still a reduction. 

To conclude, its apparent that working with partnerships have their benefits in helping to reduce re-offending rates and rehabilitating offenders. These, to be effective, appear to need to be tailored to an individual’s needs. Although, rates for re-offending are still relatively high, it seems clear that partnerships and programmes are effective at reducing offending and re-offending rates, however it seems more work needs to be completed in order to lower the rates further.
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