
 

  This will be examining the legal prospect of two individuals both defamed for different reasons. 

Ffion having been defamed by the Welsh News Network, and Kieran having been defamed by a 

politician. For both people I will look at the positive and negative aspects to their case and 

conclude whether they should or shouldn’t pursue this course of action. 

 Defamation is the act of harming another individual by presenting fake facts and information. 

The law surrounding this has been documented within the Defamation act [2013]. There are two 

types of defamation, libel and slander. For this specific case both are applicable. Libel is a 

permanent form of defamation which tends to be published or written. On the other hand, 

slander is temporary and is usually spoken. 

 To begin Ffion regarding legal options the main option at hand would be to claim libel 

defamation against the Welsh News Network or NWO over the incorrect news article ‘Ffion the 

con’. Under Section 1 (Defamation act 2013) a statement cannot be considered defamatory 

unless it is likely to cause serious harm to the reputation of the claimant or opens somebody to 

ridicule, hatred or contempt as seen in ‘Youssoupoff v MGM (1934)’. An example of this 

negating a claim of defamation can be seen in ‘Hwang v Kim (2021)’ in which while the 

statements were hurtful did not sufficiently affect the reputation. Within this case it can be 

argued that the false claims made have potential to cause serious harm to Ffion's reputation.  

 As the claimant of defamation Ffion will need to prove 4 things. First the Defendents words are 

defamatory. When mentioning the idea of being defamatory this is focused on the idea that what 

has been said or published is completely incorrect or false, not that it is mean or hurts 

somebody's feelings.  In this case, due to the allegations being proven false this has clearly 

been demonstrated. As previously mentioned, the ‘Hwang v Kim (2021)’ case is a good 

example of this not being proved. Another good case is ‘Sim v Stretch (1936)’, in this case the 

claimant failed to prove that the words in question were enough to harm their reputation. 

Secondly Ffion will need to prove that the words published refer to her. In this case again it is 

blatantly about her which will make this simple to prove. An interesting case ‘Alexander 

Economou v David de Freitas (2016)’ demonstrated that sometimes if your name is tied 

intrinsically with another person, to the point that when they are mentioned a regular person 

would think of you this can also be used in deformation. The reason for mentioning this is that 

even if Ffion herself was not mentioned the precedent from that case could in theory be brought 

out still as her name is part of the clothing brand. A good example of not being able to meet 

these criteria can be found in the case ‘John v Guardian News Media Ltd (2008)’ In this case it 

was found that the connection between Elton John and the main subject of the article was not 

strong enough that a reasonable person would connect the two together, despite his name 

being mentioned. The third point is that the words have been published, again this has been 

clearly demonstrated already. The final point is something previously mentioned which is if the 

claims have or have the potential to cause serious harm to the individual's reputation as 

underlined in Section 1 (Defamation act 2013).  

 Following on from this there are some aspects to defamation that will not make this an easy 

case. The first is the idea of freedom of speech, granted by article 10 of the (Human rights act 

1998). This provision is to ensure that people are allowed to say what they think to an extent. 

Moving on, there are defenses against defamation, the three defenses are truth, honest opinion 

and public interest. In relation to truth, it is rather simple what it means. You cannot claim 

defamation if what is being said is true, as said in Section 2 part 1 of the (Defamation act 2013) 



‘It is a defense to an action for defamation for the defendant to show that the imputation 

conveyed by the statement complained of is substantially true’. A good way to show this in 

practice is the world's worst tennis player case ‘Dee v Telegraph Media Group Limited (2010)’ in 

this case it was proved through investigation that the losing streak Robert Dee faced was the 

worst in history, therefore proving the telegraph point correct and labeling him the worst player. 

In regard to this case Ffion has no reason to worry as the allegations have been proven 

sufficiently incorrect regarding embezzlement. Next is the concept of honest opinion. The 

category for this is laid out in Section 3 part 2, 3 and 4 (Defamation act 2013). These boil down 

to the idea that what has been said must be honest opinions, and the reason for these opinions 

must be laid out at the same time and finally a reasonable person must also be able to come to 

similar conclusion with evidence provided to not be considered defamation. In regard to this 

case, it could be argued that the flimsy evidence used for the allegation would not be enough to 

meet this requirement. A very good case example of this can be seen in ‘Joseph and Others v 

Spiller and Another (2009)’ in this case a dispute was had between a producer and band. One 

party then went onto a website and claimed that they insinuated they wouldn’t hold up their part 

of the contract. When investigated this information was found to be from 14 months prior to the 

fallout and was therefore used dishonestly. The final common defense used is public interest. 

The description of this can be found under Section 4 part 1 a and b of the (Defamation act 2013) 

and explains that what was said or published was done so to either inform the public of 

something or was in the best interest of the public to know. An example of this in practice can 

be seen in ‘Flood v Times Newspapers Limited (2012)’within this case it is seen that a journalist 

writes a story about police corruption due to inaction of a detective. The defamation claim failed 

as it was seen the journalist acted with the public interest in mind. In relation to Ffion this aspect 

of the defense can go either way. There is indication of rushing the story out and the need for a 

big scoop. However, what the article was about was in the public's interest. In ‘Flood v times 

(2012)’ despite the information of corruption being false they were still unable to claim 

defamation, for Ffion's case this could very well be a similar situation. As it should not become a 

precedent to sue newspapers and articles every time, they get a story wrong.  

 Overall, I believe that it is within Ffion's legal right to claim defamation on WNO. Them seems 

to be a strong case for defamation, however I don’t think she should. Despite the article being 

probably false after the fact. When it was posted it could be considered a topic of interest for the 

public. 

 

 Next, we will be looking at Kieran the editor of WNO. Following the events of the article an MP 

made an accusation of him being a misogynist by claiming he hates successful 

businesswomen. Her argument for this being the creation of fake news stories. This gives 

Kieran the legal right to pursue defamation of character for libel. 

 To begin it is clear to see that the words used by Juliete are defamatory. As seen in the case 

‘Youssoupoff v Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (1934)’ words that are defamatory either cause or can 

cause hatred, contempt or ridicule. An example of a case that was unable to prove this would be 

‘Sim v Stretch (1936)’ in which the defaming words were unable to harm a reputation. It Is easy 

to understand that being labelled a misogynist by a pm can cause this. Next in regard to Juliete 

referring to the claimant as seen in the case ‘Alexander Economou v David de Freitas (2016)’, 

even though she does not mention his name the mention of the editor is enough for a 

reasonable person to understand who this is targeting. Following on in regard to the words 

being published. The case ‘McManus v Beckham (2002)’ gives precedent that a reasonable 



person should expect words to be passed around by media. So in regard to this case the fact it 

was spoken live in parliament should be enough. Finally under Section 1 (Defamation Act 2013) 

the words spoken by Juliete can clearly cause damage to the reputation of Kieran. As seen in 

‘Public Joint Stock Company Rosneft Oil Co v HarperCollins Publishers Ltd (2021)’ incorrectly 

labeling somebody or thing that they are not can cause harm and be libel. 

 In regard to defenses for the claim of defamation Juliete best response could be in appealing to 

the idea of public interest. As from the events of the situation a reasonable man could see what 

unfolded and agree with Juliete assumption. Juliete speech was able to fall in line under Section 

4 (Defamation Act 2013) by having her reasoning follow her claim. One way in which this could 

be countered could be to point out her mistake of using the plural ‘stories’ due to the fact that 

Kieran only edited a single incorrect story at this time.  

 Overall, the likelihood of successfully claiming defamation could be reasonably considered. 

However, the situation that has caused this situation already colors Kieran in a negative light. 

Due to this it is recommended to claim defamation but to keep expectations in check. 

 

In conclusion both legal opportunities differ in scale and what needs to be proven. For Ffion due 

to the defamation case facing a news organization, more needs to be proved and there are 

more opportunities for the defendant to get out prove they had not in fact defamed her. Another 

interesting fact is that when the alleged defamation occurred not all the facts were known. This 

contrasts with Keirans situation when facts were known. For Kieran the alleged defamation 

came from another single person and was rather blatant.  

 Both Ffion and Kieran have the ability to claim defamation if they want. The issue is who it is 

against. While it may seem Ffion's case could be simple and easy claiming defamation against 

a news network would be a very difficult task as it should never be a precedent to sue news 

networks as that would affect freedom of speech. On the other hand while it may not seem as 

strong a case due to the information surrounding it Keirans case is more likely to be successful 

due to who has defamed him. In short if both are to claim defamation Ffion is likely to lose and 

Kieran is more likely to succeed. 
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