
Some spoken errors made during today’s speaking test (Thursday 05/04/2012), carried out via SKYPE:-

(1) Repetition of meaning:-   
1.1	It was very terrible.				1.2	It was terrible.
(Meaning – It was very very bad)		(Meaning – It was very bad)

(2) Use of countable/uncountable nouns:-
2.1	I like to listen to musics.			2.2	I like to listen to music.
(Music is an uncountable nouns and has no plural form) 

(3)  Use of the definite article:-
3.1	I went to the Beijing.				3.2	I went to Beijing.
(When we talk about cities we only use the for a specific example. Compare: I went to Cardiff. I went to the Cardiff Millennium stadium)

(4) Confusion of adjective with noun:-
4.1	Travelling have some dangerous.		4.2	Travelling has some dangers.
(Dangerous is an adjective, e.g. travelling can have some dangerous consequences. Danger(s) is a noun.)





(5) Use of countable/uncountable nouns:-
5.1 We have many homework.			5.2 We have much homework to do. 

As a rule:-
Many + plural countable nouns.		Much + uncountable nouns. 
(much is often synonymous/interchangeable with a lot of)

(6) Preposition error
6.1 People spend money to swimming.	6.2 People spend money on swimming.

You have to be very careful with prepositions. They can confuse even the most advanced learners. All these example are correct:-
People spend money to go swimming.
People spend money on books.
People spend money in restaurants and bars.
These days people spend money with extreme caution.

(7) Stating the obvious/repetition of meaning.
7.1 I can relax myself.					7.2 I can relax.
(If we say that we can relax then no need to add the reflexive pronoun, i.e. ourselves.)
