WEEK 2: Skyscapes

Purpose of the week
The required readings of the previous week already highlighted some of the failures and present issues of archaeoastronomical work. This week will introduce you to the skyscapes approach that the Sophia Centre has been spearheading to try to overcome archaeoastronomy’s limitations and better integrate it with the other relevant academic disciplines.

Other tasks this week
· Familiarise yourself with the key Archaeoastronomy journals 
· Read the two pieces to review for your first assignment.

Class Description
The study of the landscape is now well established in archaeology. Seascapes and waterscapes extend these approaches into the seas and rivers, whereas taskscapes look at executed tasks and the temporality of the landscape. The skyscape extends this upwards to encompass the heavens and the celestial bodies and how they relate back down to human beliefs and practices, to their notions of time and place, to their structures and material remains. The skyscape is meaning mapped into, or pre-existing in, the sky. It doesn't imply a purely functional attitude: it can be used for functional, symbolic or religious purposes; it can encode mythologies and cosmologies; it can do all these things, or any combination of them.

This new term, devoid of modern preconceptions except for those brought about by its similarity to landscape, is a way of rethinking the role of the sky in past societies. Skyscapes are not ancient astronomies (in the modern sense of the word): they crosscut and correlate with other aspects of a given society, of which monumentality is but one. As such, they are ready to be plucked into larger research questions, requiring multi-disciplinary approaches, a wider attention to the material record, and a broader span of methodologies. 

Thought for the Week
Does it make sense to talk of ‘prehistoric astronomy’?

Hands-on exercise for the Week
How high is the moon?

Taking note of your time, date and place, use your closed fist, open palm and/or fingers to estimate how high the moon is relative to the distant horizon. Is it two closed fists high? Or an open palm and two fingers?



[bookmark: _GoBack]

WEEK 2 Shyscapes

e et sy Mty
e e e .

G serpion
e s o xl st n sy Sescses st

st i ha e & Pt Dot . 3
ey S o ooy i At o 0
oo e o s gy v o

it vt o o g s o o b s
e St S B ke o ey
e e it e gt 01 3 sy o ety
v A st ey b Dok e g s
e S S ST ST

Touorpetes
st o —

ey

R o i i e




